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Northern Victims of Troubles condemn Internet
Ireland game

Owen Bowcott, Ireland correspondent
Wednesday May 16, 2007
Guardian Unlimited

An internet game in which players

Go become republican or loyalist
paramilitaries has been condemned
by victims of terrorism who say it
glorifies violence.

Go to...

Special report: Northern

Ireland The Hooded Gunman, which claims
to be the first online game based on
Northern Ireland's Troubles encourages those who register
to accumulate money through drug dealing, counterfeiting,
running prostitution rackets and murdering opponents.

Northern Ireland archived
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Each round of the game ends with the awarding of a

In this section £1,000 prize for the "Top Dog" gunman or a laptop
Turner artist turns focus computer.

on Bobby Sands

Northern Ireland house The designer, Warren Downey, 32, from Newtownabbey

prices near Belfast, has defended the game on the grounds that it

is merely "fun”, portrays paramilitaries to be criminals and
Victims of Northern that the online community it attracts will be able to "unite in
Ireland Troubles our differences”.

condemn Internet game

As a game designer, he said, he had come across role-
playing sites featuring the Mafia but none that used
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Northern Ireland's paramilitary factions as a theme.

The welcoming statement on The Hooded Gunman
declares: "Get rid of all your frustrations in this online game
about Northern Ireland terrorism ... We believe that there
should be no further segregation in our society.

"So please play the game and have some fun, in the
knowledge that although this is only a game the troubles
were very real indeed. We believe that it is this division and
unawareness to our beautiful diversities in our community
that caused these troubles."”

But the game has angered some who fear it is exploiting
the past. Alan McBride, who is a director of the Healing
Through Remembering project, lost his wife and father-in-
law in an IRA bomb on the Shankill Road in 1993.

"It does attempt to glorify [violence] in some senses and it
Is absolutely appalling,” he told BBC Radio Ulster.

"Given all the good things that have happened recently in
Northern Ireland, and we were moving away from that, |
think this game is just silly.

"l work with victims ... helping victims to talk about their
experiences, but | can't see at all how this game can
attempt to do that in any way. It is much more therapeutic
for people to be involved in story-telling projects or other
ways of actually dealing with the past.”

In the game, policemen pop up unexpectedly and offer
inducements for players to become informers. Mr Downey
has insisted that neither officers nor civilians can be
attacked in the course of the game.

More than 2,800 people, some from America and Australia,
have registered to play. The orange-coloured pages show
the Union Jack, the Irish tricolour and what appear to be
symbols of the outlawed Ulster Freedom Fighters.

A hooded gunman with a pistol appears above a sign
saying "merchandise available". The site, which is not
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complete, says it intends to sell clothing, keyrings and
accessories.

The opening instructions for the game declare: "Start by
making some money by collecting money from your
casinos, brothels, loan sharks, gambling dens.

"Go to black market and buy drugs, alcohol to make your
guys happy. Also get weapons for your defensive units.
When you feel strong and rich enough you can attack other
paramilitaries in your range.

"Be careful though, nobody will let you attack them without
revenge."

Special reports
Northern Ireland

Politics in Northern Ireland

Timelines
26.09.2005: Northern Ireland: 1922-2005

Northern Ireland: A brief history of the Troubles

Video
Watch the IRA statement (MP4)

Watch the IRA statement (Realplayer)

Interactive

Ireland before partition: a brief history
The Troubles 1968 - 1995

Bloody Sunday

The peace process

Full texts
28.07.2005: IRA statement on disarmament

28.07.2005: Tony Blair's response
The Good Friday agreement

Useful links
Northern Ireland assembly

Northern Ireland Office
Northern Ireland executive

http://www.guardian.co.uk/Northern_|reland/Story/0,,2080922,00.html (3 of 4)17/05/2007 14:00:28


http://www.guardian.co.uk/Northern_Ireland/0,,446746,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Politics/northernirelandassembly/0,,441059,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Politics/northernirelandassembly/story/0,,1538010,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/northernireland/page/0,,1569841,00.html
http://blogs.guardian.co.uk/news/video/IRA_Statement_28July05.mp4
http://stream.guardian.co.uk:7080/ramgen/sys-video/Politics/video/2005/07/28/ira.rm
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Northern_Ireland/flash/0,6189,344692,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Northern_Ireland/flash/0,6189,344683,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/bloodysunday/flash/0,6189,184944,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/flash/0,5860,1077613,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Politics/northernirelandassembly/story/0,,1537995,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Politics/northernirelandassembly/story/0,,1538072,00.html
http://www.pixunlimited.co.uk/sys-files/Guardian/documents/2001/08/01/westonpark.pdf
http://www.ni-assembly.gov.uk/
http://www.nio.gov.uk/
http://www.nics.gov.uk/

Victims of Troubles condemn Internet game | Special reports | Guardian Unlimited

Parades commission
Police Service of Northern Ireland

The parties
Alliance party

Democratic Unionist party
Progressive Unionist party

Social Democratic and Labour party
Ulster Unionist party

Media

Belfast Telegraph

Irish Times

Irish News

CAIN (Conflict Archive on the Internet)

Printable version | Send it to a friend | Save story

Privacy policy | Terms & conditions | Advertising guide | A-Z index | About this site
Join our dating site today

Guardian Unlimited © Guardian News and Media Limited 2007
Read today's paper - Jobs

Search:

Go

@ Guardian Unlimited O
Web

http://www.guardian.co.uk/Northern_|reland/Story/0,,2080922,00.html (4 of 4)17/05/2007 14:00:28


http://www.paradescommission.org/
http://www.psni.police.uk/
http://www.allianceparty.org/
http://www.dup.org.uk/
http://www.pup-ni.org.uk/
http://sinnfein.ie/
http://www.indigo.ie/sdlp
http://www.uup.org/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://scripts.ireland.com/tardis.plx?main=newspaper/front /
http://www.irishnews.com/
http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/index.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/print/0,,329862749-103588,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/sendarticle/0,,329862749-103588,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Users/savedstories/save/tr/1,,329862749,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Users/help/article/0,,933905,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Users/help/article/0,,933909,00.html
http://adinfo-guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/azindex/0,,,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/information/0,,711853,00.html
http://dating.guardiansoulmates.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/guardian/todays_stories/0,,,00.html
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/

	www.guardian.co.uk
	Victims of Troubles condemn Internet game | Special reports | Guardian Unlimited


	MMNAKPGNIADPHAMLIDAEEEHEBKKJBCDA: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: [/0,,,00.html?gusrc=gpd]

	f2: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f3: GU

	f2: 




