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Stormont has been taken to task over the “unacceptable” leaking of
Victims Commissioner candidate names.
The strong criticism came from Northern Ireland's public appointments
watchdog Felicity Huston in her annual report for 2007/08.
Mrs Huston revealed that she had even been approached in an airport
lounge and a shop by people predicting the names of successful
candidates.
The First Ministers' department announced in January that four Victims
Commissioner posts were being created, rather than the expected one.
The process is currently being challenged in High Court judicial review
proceedings.
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Ireland, conducted an audit of the competition for the post.

What are these?

Her annual report, published today, stated that publication of the audit study would be inappropriate while
the court was considering the matter.
It continued: “I must however express my deep disappointment at the leaking of information about
candidates throughout the process.
“Northern Ireland is a small place and rumours of ‘who's getting what' abound.
“However, I understand that in this competition some candidates heard the outcome of their application
directly from the press before the department had been in contact with them.
“I was approached in venues as diverse as my local supermarket and an airport lounge with the names of
successful candidates, well before such names had been announced.”
Mrs Huston added: “This is the only occasion since I became Commissioner in 2005 that individuals' details
have been so comprehensively leaked and became the source of gossip and prolonged press speculation.
“In general, all departments guard such information with great care. This is perhaps why the Victims
Commissioner(s) case is so remarkable.
“It is unacceptable for such leaks of personal information to occur. Individuals must be able to apply for a
public appointment and know that they will be treated with dignity and confidentiality.
“One wonders how those who leaked would feel if similar information about their job applications etc was
shared with all and sundry?
“My Code of Practice makes it clear that all applicants are entitled to confidentiality. Only at the time of
appointment are names to be made public.”

Post a comment
Limit: 500 characters
View all comments that have been posted about this article
* Name (only this field displayed)

* Email

* Town/City

* Country/State
Offensive or abusive comments will be removed and your IP address logged and
may be used to prevent further submissions. In submitting a comment to the site,
you agree to be bound by BelfastTelegraph.co.uk's Terms of Use.
Posts submitted in UPPERCASE letters will be rejected.

* Required field
Remember Me
Post

Also in this section
●

Smokers banned from fostering children

●

Churches unite in bid to break 11-plus stalemate

●

Black box 'will collect every email, web visit in UK'

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/leak-of-victims-post-names-blasted-14029411.html (2 of 3)05/11/2008 13:07:32

Leak of victims post names blasted - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk
●

NI universities' bullying shame

●

Irish village where Obama is ‘one of our own’

Go

©belfasttelegraph.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | Contact Us | Sitemap | RSS Feeds | Group Websites | Daily Newsletter

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/leak-of-victims-post-names-blasted-14029411.html (3 of 3)05/11/2008 13:07:32

