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My telegram Britinform 113 of 2 September dealt 
with a purported letter from the British Ambassador 
in Washington, produced by Miss Devlin in the course 
of a television debate with Mr. Stratton Mills, M.P., 
and I understand that the Embassy will be telegraphing 
further about this affair. In the meantime you may 
wish to have at once the enclosed transcript of the 
debate. The reference to the letter from the British 
Ambassador in W�shington occurs at the bottom of 
page 6 of the transcript and, as you will see, the 
wording is not quite as reported to us by Mr. Stratton 
Mills and quoted in my telegram under reference. 

2. I am sending a copy of this letter to Anthony
Elliott in Washington.

[v_� 
( &C)\.V"o..-, 1v )

ff 
(F. R. Mac Ginnis) 

w. R. Haydon, Esq.,
News Dept.,
Foreign & Commonwealth Office,
London, S.W.1.
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A COMPLETE TRANSCRIPT OF 

NATIONilL EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION'S 

"The Battle of Belfast: A debate between BaEnade�te Devlin 
and Stratton Mills, Members of Pa�lim�ent� 

FROM: Na�ional Educ�tional Television, 10 Columbus Circle 
New York, N.Y. 1001, Phone (212) 262-5576 

NOTE: This transcript is to be used for news and r�view-pu�poses only. 

This is a complete transcript of a u.�edited videotape 

recording of a debate bett-1een Miss �rnada�te D8vlin, M.P.u and 

Mr. Stratton Mills, M.P., over the p�esent political crisis in 

Northem Ireland. Program moderator is Dick Mccutcheon. 

POR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

BROADCAST TIME: Nationally, Wednesdlly, September 3 10:00 PM EDT 

In New York City, WNDT/Channel 13 Wednesamy, 
September 3 10:30 PM EDT 

wBattle of Belfast" is a production of National Educational Television 
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DICK MC CUTCHEONs Bernadette Devlin, 22, the youngest rnerrher 

of the British Parliament, represents mid-Uls�er. As a member of 

the Independent Unitv Party, she demands an end to Pro�esta.nt control 

in Northern Ireland and savs her fellcr�1 Catholics have the right to 

.sk help from anywhere, including the Irish Republic, to gain that

endo 

w. Stratton Mills, 38, Protestant, also a member of the British

Parliament, represents Belfast North for the Ulster Unionist Party. 

Ha is in this country, he says, to tell the truth about Ulster, to 

counter the adverse propaganda of Miss Davlin� who� he describes �s 

a Fidel Castro in a mini-skirt o

This is the flag of the Irish Republic. It is the standard 

of supporters of Miss Devlin, who deni.and equal civil, religious and 

economic rights for the Northern Catholic minority. Most of them 

also demand union with the Irish Renu..hlic. 

This is the flag of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Irelando It is the standard of these other Irish-Americans, 

who have come to support the position of the Protestant majority for 

continued union with England. They and you are the audience for 

this NET special" The Battle of Belfast. 

I'm Dick McCutcheono The Irish Island is divided between 

the Catholic south, the Irish Republic, and the Protestant north, 

Northern Ireland, a part of the United Kingdom. The first English­

man to concern himself with this problem was Pope Hadrian IV, who 

granted Ireland as an inheritance to England's King Henry II in 

1155. E-,,--en if a later llenrv - the VIII - hadn ° t found it expedi­

tious to break away from Rome and cause the Church of England to 

be established, there would still have been a problem of Irish 
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independence or rebelliousness. It was to counter this that the 

English planted a Protestant colony in the to\'m of Derrv, in the 

midst of Catholic Irelando

They put the government in the hands of the Corporation of 

the City of Londono It became kno�m as London Derry, and later 

Londonderrvo 

The present troubles began there three wemks ago on Augu.::;·c 

12tho It was the anniversary of the defense of the citv by 

troops of William of Orangeo About to give un, it is said that 

thirteen apprentice boys barred the gates and shouted, "No 

surrendero" And that the Orangemen, with new found courage, 

went out to defeat the forces of Catholic King James II. Each 

year the Protestant Apprentice Boys Clubs march, as one member 

said, to show the Catholics who's the boss. 

This year soMe of the Catholics weren't having any. It's 

reported that about a hundred residents of the Bogside slum 

cast the first stones at the Protestant marchers, and the larqely 

Protestant policeo

The police brought up arrnored cars, and the Bogsiders be­

gan throwing petrol bombs, the local version of Molotov cock­

tailso The Londonderry air was soon filled with smoke and 

the sounds of riotso

At night the Protestants counterattacked, setting homes 

and businesses afire in the Bogsideo The trouble soon spread 

to Belfast, whe�e gunfire was introduced for the first time. 

Three days after the troubles began eight I�ishmen had bean 

killed, including an eight vea� old boy in Belfast, and hWldreds 
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of millions of dollars worth of damage had been done. 

The Royal Ulster Const.abulaxv and their deputies v the to­

.
tally Protestant B-Specials, had been unable to �estore ordex. 

(l'ILM CLIP) 

British troops, for the first time in more than fifty 

years, we.re called upon to keep the peace within the borders of 

the British Isleso The last time had also been in Ireland, in 

the bloody 1916 rebellion in Dublin, no-.,, the capitol of t:he

Irish Republic o

By the terms of the Home Rule Act passed in 1914, but 

suspended because of World War I, a wiified Ireland was to be 

granted self governmento The Protestant Ulstermen rejected ·chis 

and came close to civil war thernselves o

In 1921 twenty-six of Ireland's thirty-two counties be­

came the Irish Free State, later the Irish Re�uhlic. And the 

remaining six became the United Kingdom Enclave, Northern Ire­

land, or Ulstero 

The uneasy peace of the past fortv-eight years has been 

broken often bv raids of the outlawed Irish Republican Armv, 

and most recently by friction growing out of the catholic civil 

rights movement beginning last October o 

Reforms have been promised by the British Government and 

the local Protestant leadership, which has little hope of sup­

port from its followers. And the British troops remain in Lon­

donderry and Delfasto

The continuing battle remains to be resolved in Belfast, 

the seat of the government representing the one million Protestant 
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majority and not, it is charged by the Catholics, representing 

their five hundred thousand �ember minority. 

Our guests &gain ll.re Bern&dette Devlin, M.P., and w. Strat-

4lon Mill�, MoPo And if we may, we'd like to begin with each of 

our speakers taking a minute and a half to state their differing 

positionso 

Miss Devlin, if vou will first please o 

B13:RNADETTE DEVLIN: My position is very b?"ief. I would 

like to correct you first that I represent the Catholics of 

Northern Ireland. I represen·� the civil rights movement in No:;.:­

tharn Irelandq and I am one individual member of Parliament. 

I have taken the stand that X have been forced to take be­

cause the Unionist government has ruled rnv country for fiftv 

vears. It has ruled it corruptly, it has ruled it unfairlvo 

Therefore as one individual under the control of that government 

I have a democratic right, tin a d0�Dcratic and suoposedly Chris­

tian society, to voice mv grievance, and to have mv grievance 

heard and ac·ted upon by mv government. 

Therefore not I, but my government, as represented by Mr. 

Stratton Mills, is on trial. 

MC CUTCUEON: Mr o Mills. 

Wo STRATTON MILLS: I find myself in the position, I think 

as do most responsible people in Northern Ireland, of being 

immensely saddened by very many of the things i:hat have happened 

in the last month, which frankly I would not have believed pos­

sible that this would come about. Terrible things have happened, 

eight people have loat their lives, Protestants and Catholics 

both. 
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I can speak with experience of the -- being behind the 

barricades in both areas, the Protestant areas and the Catholic 

areaso And I'd say this to vou 8 with all the sincerity that I 

wan at mv command, that the fear is there on both sides. no

side has any monopolyo And probably no side has anv monopoly 

of the rights and wrongs as to what happened in those events 

of the last month. 

A top level inquiry headed by a British high court judge 

is to go into that, and see what•a to be - what happened dur­

ing this terrible time. 

But I uelc:ome the words of James Callahan, the Britis;h 

Homy Secretarv, who called on all people to reduce tension and 

increase confidence, so that life can go on. And he says, of 

course, and I agree with hi:n., that ninety-five percent of the 

people of Ulster live together peaceahlv. Though I think on 

looking at those pictures this evening, that would not have been 

the impression vou goto

And I have asked Bernadette Devlin to, throuqh her weight 

in the civil rights movement, in the movement she represents, 

to get the barriers down in Bogsideo 

MC CUTCllEON: four minute and a half is up. Miss Devlin 

took much less than her allotted tirre. 

Would you like to question Mr. Mills, Miss Devlin? 

DEVLIN: ies, on a number of pointso �ou have in fact 

stated the fact of the inquirvo You did omit, however, that 

the inquiry came from the British Government, and not froM the 

Northern Ireland Governmento rou did in fact give Mr. Callahan's 
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statem-snto iou omitted to point out to many Americans tha\: M.'t'. 

Callahan is the Home Secretary for the British Parliament� who 

has, much mgainst the will of the Unionist government, foisted 

-his demands of reform on themo

However, again you have omitted to point out the fact that 

these are promises, promises which we have been hearing ebout 

since the 5th of Octobero Promises for which no machinery has

been put into effect to make really meaningful. 

One will admit we do have an ombudsman, we are having one 

man one vote, following the most sophisticated gerrvmander of 

the western world• to make sure that votes do not 00111,t. 

And I would like to stress that I am not talking about 

Catholics and Protestants. I am quite sure that the fear behind 

the Catholic barricades and the Protestant barricades is equal. 

My argument with the government is not solely its treatment of 

Catholics, but its reason for active discrimination for Catho­

lics. 

And I will point out at this staqe a letter from the 

British Ambassador in Washington, in answer to a letter from 

Mr. Michael Stuart, the Foreign Secretarvo If I rnav quote his 

answer to this, he savs, •r-'lv main point is that the problem 

is a great deal more difficult than you give it credit for. 

But if all you ask is a frank admission that anti-Catholic bias 

has been present in Northern Ireland, then you may certainly 

havy ito:r 

My argument is not merely that this anti-Catholic bias 

has come, not from prejudice only of misguided people frightened 
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of their 01-'lffi position" but bas come in the very legislation of 

the governmant, and has been used, not simply because they don't 

like Cmtholics, but to create a marginallv bette� position for 

.
the Protestant working classo

I am sure Mro Mills will admit that there are no slUt.718 

worse than the slums of Shanker(?); that in factories where 

people are paid almost thirty-three percent less than their 

fellow workers in the rest of the United Kingdon. One doesn't 

ask, when thev"re getting their pay packet "' are the'f Ca.tholi.c 

or Protestanto What worries me is not that they £re either 

Catholic or Protestant, but that they are grossly underpaid, 

and that the government of Northern Ireland has deliberately 
""'---------

maintained a high unemployment position in order to keep a 

pool of cheap labor, and in order to secure the sunport of 

the Protestant working class. which ordinarily would not support 

such a government. Thev have to create a marginally better po­

sition for that section of the comJTtunity, much as in the po­

sition of the black and the poor white in this countrvo The 

Protestant working class support the government, not for what 

the government gives them, but for fear that they might lose 

what little they have to the Catholic working class, because 

they realize, as all of us realize, that if things are to be 

shared out equally. the people at the top are going to part with 

nothing. Therefore the Protestant working class would suffer 

a lowering in standard to give equality to Catholics. 

This is whv no one in conscience asks for simply Catholic 

equalitvo Because we will not see our fellow Protestant Irishmen 

suffer eithero 
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MC CUTCHEONt Mro Mills, do vou have anv questions for Mi3s 

Devlin? And I'd like to make an observation at this point. In­

stead of restating positions, if we could probe these varying 

�sitions between the bn10 of you, I think it would be much more

profitableo 

MILLS: I'll just sav in passing, I counted something 

about either fifteen or seventeen inaccuracies in the remarks 

of Miss Devlin there. But could I go on to put about thrae 

questions? FirstlV•oo 

DEVLIN: Are you going to let the fif�een or seventean 

inaccuracies go by the board? 

MILLS: I've been asked by the chainnan to ask vou a 

question -- ask vou questions. If in fact the chairman al­

lows me to go over these sixteen or seventeen points, then 

I'll gladly do that. I jotted eome of them down here. 

MC CUTCl!EON' t Well let's get to those later. I would pre�• 

fer if you would ask the three questions. 

MILLS: Right, but I think that's on the record. Firstly, 

why is it that Bernadette Devlin has refused to implement this 

agreement which was dra·wn up last week bet:ween the British 

Government, be'b-.1een the Northern Ireland Government. ., supported 

by the Roman Catholic cardinal, and which -the British Home 

Secretary said, when he announced it in a joint statement -

Jim Callahan ° s words were -- he gave a warning that extremists 

on both sides would trv to stop people livinq in peace, thev 

were acting without anv sense of responsibility. 

And I condemn equally the activity of the Reverend Ian 
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Paisley, who I understand is coming to �his country, and does 

not speak for the bulk of Unionists in Northern Ireland, as 

I condemn Bernadette Devlin$ who has deliberatelv refused to 

.support this, in getting down tensions. 

My second question ••• 

MC CUTCimONs And your question for Miss Devlin is wha\:? 

MILLS: The reason whv she's done this. The second ques� 

tion •• o

MCCUTCHEON: Would you prefer ••• 

DEVLIN: Would yo prefer to have the questions answered 

all at once? 

MC CUTCHEONs I think if you would answe� them now. 

(APPLAUSE) 

DEVLINs My answer to that question is quite simple. The 

people i the Bogside, which is the area which I was personally 

concerned with� put up the barricades as a method of defense. 

They put up the barricades because since the S·th of October thev 

have suffered at the hands of the police. The police have not 

behaved in a disciplined fashion as the guardians of the peace. 

rou will remember the Bailev report, which the goveL"ilment 

has as vet refused to publish, an imnartial inquiry into police 

behavior, carried out by a policeman, on the behavior of police­

men who allegedly went down the Leckev Road, a road in the slwi1 

area, off Bogside, consisting mainly of young families and old 

age pensioners, attacked these homes, and verbally abused, in­

timidated and frightened the people inside. And a fur·ther occa­

sion when approximately one thousand policemen entered the 
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Bogside nnd attacked people on the streets Q

Now these people are frightened. They have no great poli­

tical reason for keeping up those barricades, except that they 

• know that to take those barricades down ., after fiftv vears Un·­

ionist government -- This is why when �he Unionist government

promises anybody anything, we like to see it in action first.

We've had fifty years of promises, promises unkept.

If you think anybody in the BogtJide is going to �alu� the 

word of the government that there will be no reprisals when 

those barricades come down, while the Northern Ireland Governme:.rc

still maintains its Special Powers Act. when one individual in 

Derry, Mro William O'Donnell, in the space of three hours, from 

eight o'clock to twelve o'clock in the morning, was arrested, 

charged, tried, found guilty, sentenced to six months impr�son­

ment. He could produce his employer's evidence that having re­

ceived an industrial injury he wag in ho�pital. He could pro­

duce his doctor's evidenceo He was refused by the police in 

Victoria Station to call on eithero

MILLS: This is irrelevanto NOW oo • 

DEVLIN: This is not irrelevant o This shat-1s o • •

MILLS: •oothis in fact is going into a detailed case •• g 

DEVLIU: 

MILLS: 

oo o this shows that we cannot trust our governmento

••othis is going into a detailed case, with the

greatest respect, Mro Chairman - going into a detailed case, 

using it rather in emotional terms, not giving the true facts on 

it, I imagine, and alsooo • 

DEVLIN: This is the true facts c
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MILLS1 ••• omitting -- omitting to point out that, of course, 

there is the right of appeal for him. 

DEVLIN: There is no right for anvone under the Special 

.ewers Act,. 

MILLSs Could I just say this, Mr,. Chairman ••• ?

DEVLIN1 Will vou accept that, that there is no right 

for anything under the Special Powers Act? 

MCCUTCHEON: Couldn't we have a definite,. ,.,. 

MILLSt I won't accept this at all, I think ••• 

MC CUTCHEON: Could we have a definition of the Special 

Powers Act for our audience? How would you define the Special 

Powers Act? 

MILLSt Mr. Chairman, I must insist on thisa Could we, 

before weo•o 

DEVLIN: lees, let us have a definition of the Special Powers 

Act. 

MILLSt ••• before we get out -­

(APPLAUSE) 

What in fact vou started off by saving was, first of all, 

to let Miss Devlin ask some questions to me ,. Then you suggested 

I ask some questions to her,. 

MC CUTCHEOl'h Yes, one has been asked,. We'd like to.•. 

MILLS: She in fact now is going into a long monologue,­

in highly emotional terms, on the matter which has been put 

to her. 

DEVLIN: This is the answer to my question. You asked me 

why I will not take down the barricades. I will not ask my 
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people to take down the barricades, because to do so would be 

to ask my people to allow themselves to be walked over bv t.he 

Unionist gov.srnmsnt and by the police forceo We have had fifty 

-ears of broken promises, fifty years of no promises, fifty

yemrs of active discri:minationo And yo\.\ think that after fifty 

years, that because you come in smiling with old Ji� Callahan 

behind you, who for fifty years hadn't the guts to make you 

behave yourselves, that we're going to say, "ies, sir."

Not on your lifeo Take away the Special Powers Act and 

give us the right to appeal to law courts, if we are brought 

to court, and we might consider ito 

MCCUTCHEON: Mro Mills, you're next o 

(APPLAUSE) 

I would ask the audience thiso Our time is limited, and 

we're trying to get as much substance in this program as we 

can. So if you would please limit your displays. 

MILLSs Could I say this, Mro Chairmano •• 

MCCUTCHEON: Mro Mills, you're next. 

MILLS: ooothat it does seem to me that Miss Devlin is 

getting an undue share of the time, in giving verv, verv lengthy 

answers indeedo 

(APPLAUSE) 

DEVLIN: I will be quiet and vou explain the Special Powers 

Acto 

MILLS, She has had her savo !·tow let me in fact go on 

with the things I want to put on record here. 
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MC CUTCHEONs Mav I interrupt? 

MILLS: Yeah o 

MC CUTCIIEONr You insisted on asking Miss Devlin another 

questiono Do you want to ask her that question now? 

MILLSa fes, indeed. The question I want to ask - we'll 

go into a nwnber of the matt�ers, I hope, in discussion later on, 

of the points that we both have raised on this, and have I

think a quick debate on the points backwards and forwards, 

rather than a long monologue. 

But could I sav this, that Miss Devlin has come to America, 

she says, to collect a million dollars o The funds which - I 

don i t know, she I hope is not going to trv and use the emotional 

a,:gnment of people in distress, whether thev be Protestant or 

Catholic, that she is not going to use the emotional argument 

for political purposeso And it seems to me that she has rather 

dr.agged in a great deal of other things, plaving on human 

sympathy in this jountrv"' And she has done this, which I think 

is really prostituting the whole appeal which she is making 

hereo 

Could I go on to put this also on record? It has been said 

thut these funds are to be administered by Miss Devlin. She has 

g5.ven her own cooo

DEVLIN: this is incorrect. 

MILLS: She has given her own personal assurance, though 

of cou.rse.oo 

DEVLIN: But the stclltement is incorrect. 

MILLS: •eoshe has of course said herself that she has 

broken the oath of allegiance which she took in the British Parlia­

merrt, which I saw he.r taking, to the Oueen, so that one just 
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doesn't know how much weight to place on that one. 

MCCUTCHEON: I think in fairness to Miss Devlin, we should 

let her respond to this charge ooo

• DEVLIN: Yeso

MC CUTCHEON1 ooowhich she saysoo •

MILLS, I haven't finished with this question of the funds 0 

MC CUTCHEON: We' 11 come back to vou.

D�VLIN: Do let Mro Mills finisho He's absolutely0 .o

MILLS: •ooOn the question of fundso I hope that she won't

have this fund administered really out of -- with -- out of her 

own back pocket, if I could put it this wavo One doesn't know -

sshe says that the money won° t be used for arms. I would be much 

happier if this money was handed over to proper independent 

peopleoo• 

DEVLIN1 You mean to the government to use for arms o

MILLSt No, to a proper independent body, the one in Belfast 

set up by the learlers of the three churches, to which I myself 

have contributed" This I think would have much greater weiqht,

and I think it would create much greater confidence that this 

wasn't going to be used either for political purnoses or military 

purposes. 

DEVLIN1 May I now make my position clear? Mr. Mills quite 

naturally doesn't trust rnv position. But as I say, I aM onlv 

one persono And whether he trusts me or not is a matter of in­

dividualityo But whether people trust his government or not is 

a greater question. On it depends the lives of people. 

I have coma here, and I have quite honestly stated why I
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have come, that I have had two re�sons in coming: to explain 

�at the struggle in Ireland is not Catholic versu� Protestanto 

Because the fighting took pl!'.ce between the people of the Ca·tho-

.c slum area and the stateo And very few of the ordinary Pro·­

testant popul�tion became involved in it. 

I have stated my Qwn political position. I have stated 

I have come here to collect funds for relief. That! will give

a personal guarantee that none of �hese funds will be used 

for violence. And if I were to discover that thev were, that 

I should make a public statement and dernand8 and in fact do 

the best .... 

MILLSt Who is administering them, who a.re the auditors 

and who are the trustees? 

DEVLIN: I shall come to that. The money is at present, 

in every citv I have visited, frozen in a bank account, to be 

transferred to a bank account in Ireland. And I will point out 

that we are wondering whether in fact it's safe to put it in 

Northern Ireland, such is our trust in our government. And 

there, while the rnonev is frozen, the Civil Rights Association, 

which is a perfectly - I do believe even Mr. Callahan, your 

great friend, called it a responsible body - will set un proper 

administration to see that this is adndnistered to all those in 

need, irrespective of their religion o 

One thing we do not want to see is the rebuilding of our 

countrv on old lineso I am answering the question. 

(BACKGROUND COMMENTS FROM AUDIE!JCE) 
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MC CUTCHEON: Miss Devlin, Miss De,1lin, Miss Devlin - please; 

pleasa, pleaseo To redress - please - just m rnornent. 0• 

DEVLIN: Hai� would you like the question answered8 gentle-

MC CU'rCHEON s To redr_ess what is now an imbalance of time,

I think we must get back to MrQ Mills o

MILLSs fes, I.o� 

DEVLIN: Tllat.•s ll!. good ideao

MILLS: • ". certainly find that ans,·rer verv, ver,, unsatis­

factorvo It raises I think a great doubt for many of the Irish 

Americans, whose knowledge of Ireland is based on the pictur� 

of Ireland over the last century, that they in fact believe that 

this monev is going to be used for political purr,oses o

DEVLIN1 I just have made perfectly clear that it will noto

Unlike yourself, mv word can be taken at value. 

MILLSa Miss Devlin cannot say who Qre the trustees who 

are going to administer itg Who are theo •o 

DEVLIN1 I can tell vou at the moment. - Mr. Frank Gogartv, 

who is chairman of the Civil Rights Association, is the pe�rson 

who will have the right to authorize the banks, when in feet 

auditors have been set upo After this point the money is - and 

I can, in fact, if vou want me to
1

go through, cJ.tv by citv, tell 

vou where each account is, in which bank it is o And vou can find 

out where it is. 

MCCUTCHEON: I'm afraid we don't have time for that, Miss 

Devlino Mro Mills o

MILLS: Can I just sav on this: Mr. Gogartv, the chairman of 
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the Civil Rights Assoclation, who has come to America, he said two 

weeks ago in an interview with the D�ilv Mail, that he was in 

constant touch with the IRJ.l..o And this is the man who is adminis-

ttering the funds 0 

DEVLIN, NOooo

MILLS: This is the man who ia admini3tering the funds o

DEVLIN: Mro Gogartvooo 

MIL.LSa And I think now we're getting to the 'l::t1.1th from 

Miss Devlin. 

DEVLIN: No" Mro Gogartv rr.av well be in constant touch 

with theIRA. which is Mro Gogartv•s prerogative. Mav I point 

out that Mr. McKeig(?) could say on television in Northern Ire­

land that the British Army - and it's interesting to note that 

it is the supporters of the British Union who don c t want the 

British Army, that it is Major Chichester Clarkeo •• 

MILLS, That's not true g there are troops as well •• o

DEVLIN: oooMajor Chichester Clarke who wants peace, but 

who will not accent direct British rule. The Shank Hill (?) 

Defense Association could sav that the Bri t:tsh 1\.rmy could have

all of these special guns they want, we've got literally hundreds 

at homeo This man is not in Cromlen(?) Jai.l for making this 

statemento But under the Special Powers Act other people are. 

MC CUTCHEONs Miss Devlin, can I interrupt? The ground 

rules of this debate seem to be becoming rapidly non-existento

But thex·e is one ground rule I'd like to stick to. I would like 

to ask a question. This issue t it seenis t.o me, has been increas­

ingly inflamed by personality, and as you both have indicated, 
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emotion. Is there anv one major substantive point on which you 

two are united? 

• 
DEVLIN: Iles, the people in Northern Ireland are too poor, 

and the government is too rlcho l·Tould vou agree? 

MILLS: That's a somewhat sunerficial cornrnento Wha·c I 

would say is this, that -- that - that I t.hink I would hope 

that I have common ground with Miss Devlin on this� that.oo 

DEVLIN: We are both members of the British Parliament. 

MILLS, No, I think - I hope we have common ground on 

another matter aa wello '!'hat -- I hor,e we have the common ground ... 

I repeat this - where what Ireland really needs a.re responsible 

poli ti.cians and not rabble rousers «> And I hope" •• 

DEVLINs But Ireland hardly needs its James Connally. 

MILLSs And I hope that emotional u-gumen�s, the building 

up of hatred, which I condemn by the extreme Protestants as 

much as I condemn it by Miss Devlin, can be banished from our 

lando I hope that this is SOMething which.co 

DEVLIN: Can one ask what active steps you would take to 

do this? 

MCCUTCHEON: I 8 m afraid -- I 0 m afraid we have time •• o

MILLS: 'les, I would gladly answer that, if I cane

DEVLIN: What active steps o oo

MC CUTCUEON: I'm afraid we have no further time p Miss 

Devlin, the time has flowno 1 9 11 ask vou now, each of vou,

to summarize your positiono I know it's increasingly difficult -

to summarize your position in a scant thirtv seconds, please. 
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Miss Devlino 

DEVLIN: Might one permit Mr. Mills, since I started? 

MCCUTCHEON: Mro Mills. 

• MILLS, Nhen that's a verv courteous invitation. I would

say this, that I referred to Miss Devlln as a Fidel Castro in

a mini-skirt. The reason I did this, I'm going to expand on

in greater detail at a press conference ln the New York Press

Club on Fr:l.day, producing documentary evidence on this.

But I want to refer both to the statement by �he Catholic 

Truth Society in Belfast this morning, saying that Roman Catho­

lics are being exploited by extreme left wing and subversive 

elemsnts, the resignation of the secretary of the Civil Ri.qhts 

Association because of the extreme Socialist revolutionaries. 

And I think that this puts in question the whole credi­

bility of the face Miss Devlin's been putting in this countrv o 

MC C'UTCHEON: Mr. Mills, I'rn afraid I must e:>:e:rcise a 

time lirnitationo Miss Devlin, would you •• o 

DEVLIN: The problem in our country has been for fifty 

years that we have lived in an unjust society. we have l:i.ved 

in povert\'o We have asked our government for economic and so0• 

cial justice, for fifty years it has been refused. There now 

seems only one peaceful solution, the solution which the Un­

ionist government has refused ,. That is to aholish Stormount(?), 

and to institute direct rule from Westm.i.nster, until such time 

as the whole prohlem of the Irish questi.on can be aolved. 

The cry of. the government has always been Ulster is Britisho 
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And this is a peaceful solution: and yet it is the town cryers of 

Ulster is British who will not accept direct British rule. 

MC CUTCHEONs Thank VOU o

D�VLINs In fact, the wholeo •� 

MC CUTCIIEON I I'm sorry, Miss Devlin. 

(APPLAUSE) 

Thank you very much. Miss Devlin and Mr. Mills g And than.k 

vou all for being with usg I'm Dick Mccutcheon. Goodnight. 

ANNOUNCER: This is NET, the Public T�levision Network. 
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