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Bernadette Devlin nnd Northern Irelap.j!, 

I reported in � letter to you of 25 AU81ltrt that the 
three mel!lbers of the Irish-American Aotion Association who 
were arrested for tr spa a, after they had refused to leave 
our outer office on 22 AIJ8ust following on a sit-in, would be 
prose011ted. They have now been duly charged in the locul 
court tor trespass a.nd lUJla"ful assembly and have elected 
to have a j&ir,1 trial. Our Legal Adviser, illiam led.rich, 
who throughout has co-operdted with us wholeheartedly and 
very efficiently, says that the matter is now in the hands 
ot the District Attorney d it is now a question of the 
People 0£ the State of California versus the three accused 
Irish, 0 1Donoghue, Cotter and O'Connor. The D.A. and our 
Legal Adviser will handle everything connected i th th•. trial 
which, according to the San Francisco CHROlTICLE, will \legin 
on 4 September. 

2. Meanwhile we had a demonstration by the Irish- merican
.Associ..,.tion ou.tside my house for about an hour on 'l'ueedey
26 Aw.:,uat 1hen the Ambassador and Jira. Freeman ere bur•.
According to the police, who were taki?lB' extra precaati��s
for the oocaeion, there were 127 demonstratora (including
about 6 kids). The demonstration was well supervised and
no violenoe or other trou.ble occurred. I as having a pa•rty
for the office staff at the time so that they could meet
B.E. and Mrs. Freeman. After the demonstration, two reporters
.from the San Franoisco CHRONICLE and the San Frnncisoo EXAMTI · i
called 1n to see me for an interview. The Ambassador alio
ugr ed to have a talk with them and the interview paosed off
very amicably.

J. 'l'he next excitement was Bernadette's arrival in tovm
on Thursday 28 August for a one-day fund-raising campaign.
As you may have heard, she spoke at l3erkeley in the morning
to a 2000 strong a1.1dienoe of ens and the like, excr..anging
clenched-fist salutes with them; then she spoke to a fand­
raising lunch in San Francisco; then addressed a meetina of
the Irish-American Action Association and the Citizens for
Irish Justice; then ent on the air (live} in the KQ;m pu lie
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service television progra "Newsroo11"s then attended a 
tund-raisirlg cocktail party reception t the Hunt Conrads' 
home in Pacific Aven&1e (a liberal San Francisco fa ·11), 
where the co-hosts were • and Mrs. {Jessica llittordJ Robert
Treuhatt of Oakland and a friend or mine, • lly Lowengu.t 

ell7cr. Mrs. Bell7ff invited me to the part y and was pre­
pared to pay� Sl0.00 entrance money tor the Bemadatte 
fighting ( or � ther non-1'i.ghting) frmd, but I did not go as 
Bernadette by then was making a xi.diculous call .for a boycott 
ot 13ritish goods and denouncing the British Government. Jira. 
Hellyer told me the next day that the party raised bout 
Sl,800.00 tor the fund. 

4. .Finally on the sa evening, Bernadette addressed a
motley gi.10up at the ILWU Hall, where yor Alioto greeted
her and gave h r a stock "eolden" key to the City or San
FL-ancisco plus a personal cheque for 1500.00. Obviously he
anted to woo the Irish vote, but personally I f'eel that it 

was un ise tor hi m to enter the ga e in this ay and to get 
involved in the Irish problem, instead o f  re ining neutral 
e.nd impartial. Ho ever, lfayor Lindsay or cw York h d et 
a good precedent for him, I SQppose. Alioto a away the 
previous day (27 August) on le ve when I took H.E. to call .:t 
City Hall (we saw Supervisor Ronald Pelosi) and it seems a 
bit odd to me th t he could not have de the effort to be at 
City Ball to receive the British Ambassador, hen he could do 
it for the young rebel Borth rn Ireland .P. Bo ev r, one 
!Ula to be rather c,nical about local American politics and 
Alioto•s performance on this occasion certainly conformed to 
the cynical view. (I hope thot be turns up to the premi�re 
or the Royal Film hore on 3 Septe ber which e are sho ing in 
the Bohemian Club. He has said he will). 

5. Bernadette may have netted so ething of the order or
15000.00 in h r one-day campaign hsre - not b d going I
suppose. I think ehe was distinctly rattled by the rumours
goit)g around that ome or the money would be used for b ing
araa for the IHA, and she was unable to make very convincing
ex lan tion of ho the money · uld be used ( the Ambassador
to ched lightly on this t his TV and Press Conference when
asked abo�t Be dette's activities). Incidentally, e have
had a good IIBlly 'phone calls at the office from bewildered
»ritiah n tionala (so e Orange aen and women included) express­
ing anger and tiaaay at Bernadette's behaviour and anti-.British
attit11dee. Some think that, a s  an .P. at estmi�er, she
oll.Ght to be i peachedl The press on the whole has been fairly 
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objective about Bernadette and the Irish question, though 
nattll'Bll.y it has made qui ea bit ot pla7 over Bernadette's 
youthful charisma. 

6. An interesting footnote on wbioh to conclude. Jq Irish
colluague, James Kirwa • was sent baolt to his post here b7 his
Government after only 10 days' lea e in 'Ireland. He went on
leave about 3 llBt expecting to be away two aonths and was
back about 14 AUt:.,rrust. I haven't had a chance to talk to bill
yet, but he is quoted (probably misquoted) in the San Francisco
CHROiUCLE of 27 August as 883'in« "Londonderry is part of the
territory e claim, but it is now wider British rule.0

J •• Lloyd 
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