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ae Donestic administration.

‘ b Communication, including provision of transport and escorts for
refugees and casualties.

.. ‘Local Protection. In addition to the obvious need for protection
from pilferage, the Irish Army authorities see a very real danger
of possible attack with petrol bombs etc. by militant Palsleylte
factions from across the Border.

RESERVES

On Friday 15 August the Irish Government announced the call-up
of the First Line Recerve to bring units up to strength in anticipation
of British acceptance of their proposal for a JOlnt British/Irish
peace—keeping force.

: On enquiring at G.H.Q. whether they were putting forward any
proposal, ror the organisation and contirol of this force, we were
told they had not started to think about it yet.

The call-up ofreserves was not cancelled when the proposal for
a joint peace-keeping force was rejected by the British Government,
since the Irish Government still has hopes of forcing its acceptance.

a. No figures for the number of troops deployed near the Border
Raveybeen released, but it is not difficeltsto believe, K that the
basic requirements for the support of the hospital and refugee
campe - eay 1l50-200 for each of the seven posts - would in
itself impose a sufficient strain on the readily available
regular manpower of the Army to necessitate some troops Being
drawvn from all Commands, even from as far afield as Cork.

be. Neither the Press nor the people of the Irish Republic are used
to seeing much of their Army, except at the Curragh and in the
vicinity of the barracks in their garrison towns. Therefore
- eye-witness accounts of the number of troops seen on the move
and encamped in unaccustomed areas are likely to be very.
unreliable and generally erring on the side of exaggeration.

C.e Senior Officers of the Irish Army are very conscious of their
shortage of manpower and are, I believe genuinely surprised -
and e rnaps a little flattered - that anyone should think their
modest show of force near the Border threatening or provocative.

Cic The addition of the Pirst Line Reserves will provide welcome
* + relief to the manpower situation and, even if the Joint Force
proposal is finzlly dropped, we may well find the Army anxious
to hold them so long as they have to maintain their position
along the Border.
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