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- I attach the record of a meet� held
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ff�COTT.D OF A I·::t':t:'i:'Il�G �,�:TJ) r:· ::r·rs:1;Sh( •\) ',S 0:o'FI".;D C.1

OJ:II ;\:, -;TJ87 1969

frc:Gcn.t: Iiininter( A) 
"1/(;":)�j 

-,-, r· . 
·1v1.n., 

DU:-! ( 1:) 
0ti_T 0 ( _i). :: t2.f f ) 
:Ie[l.c_ of :rn6

Col. Curtio (Defonce CJ)G ·�entre) 

�=inicte:!."' (.·'.) ctate(: t""r2;::..t >c 1rio1rnd to discuso the c,;i_rrent_ 
po:::itio:1 in �,orthern Ir-oJzrn.!.. wl.tri 1).-::J.:::'ticu.J.ar rcf0-:'ence to t:ie 
problo-:.� 1-1!..1.ic'!-: 1ronld bo Oii.Cuti.:atcroQ in the event of the nee of 
t�oo!)S. 

2. _j tb reference -to the ll er.;ision t.'1�rnn to rel�1.x the condi tion.s
u:n 1.er ,:-'1ich the liorthcrn I:.:-e1�v'.::. 'tovcr:-u..ient would be :::.ut::orisod to
u.e e. C'l �o.s in riot co::-ici"i t-�on.s, ·�._i:::;to:-( c) emc:_ui.:?.'e :l what the worst
pcr-rn �-b � e . .:fects of tho ns e o:: the cao nig.ht bo. It 1-1aG .-_;cncra.l.ly
coJ�si·.1�rcd that the use oi :;;:c; u;,_<1, O!l balance, lose objectionable

, thn:r. t.ho e:ffecto of c. violent j,i-t,_;n char,;o b:r }X>:'.ice. On t:10
rubJ.ici t:.r a.npect, it w.:1.s felt -tll,:.. t it m·.s nl.i.·cady rr..iolicly J-..nmm
tb.n.t t1,_o ·�ort}1ern Irelan;: G-0-,rer:1,,ent :possessed OS gas an.: tho.t 1 t
wou.lr1 not be advisable to "'ublic iGo t!1is ful"ther o :L-rice i ·c �-rc.o ;.1ore
likel V that -t'lin �-rould hc.ve :: 1,ro"'t.'.)C3. ti vc ra t:1ar th:::.n ::. "lote:--rent
eff'ect. It wo'..lld be clear, i:.· �:10 ::::as wa3 u3ccl, that i·�s uco 11.ad
hv.d the 2.pprovo,l of Hl'·'iG; 1:oHevGr, in '-�e:-ten..-line ou1· Josition it
wo,·lrJ. not be desiroblo to -�iYe ti1c L:iprcosion that ,:;--: ;_;.1.s �aJ been
UBAd a clel:r to avoid the ns<= 0:f tTOO?G. r�iirl3ter( ·.) cm1cJ.-u<1.c'"l that
the le�:: t rolo which .JTrG pLt:;ed ir:. i;!1e use of t;no, t:10 bet ta:..�.

3'. Vlr:.ister(A) then en 111iro ·l a··Jout t:ie im�lic·o. tion3 of t1 ie use of 
troor,n in ::ort.l-ier.!1 Irel:ind :.111,� .i:-e fe::.·rc<l to the 1Io:1e _:cc::-::t2r.:r 's 
a::7r.·�:..�cnt Yicw tl12.t troor,a cou:i... • .90::--�•.0..!1:J, in cc •·t.:1in circ1::�.::3ta:!1ces, 
be '1.S cd in isolated ii:3 tarice;:;. It :rc:.a ::el-t th�.-i. t once t:;."O.JI)!J uore 
UBed it �.-o,l.1.d be clifficul t to ·.:-i t:·1-1.2.·ctw the.r;-; 0:-.1 �-ri thholr: tho�1 in 
fi.: .. tu.re, and t.TI·'IG could not t�l'l3 rivoi -1 increc.:s j_n··�ly tn�i:::i:ri : '"�ire et 
rec��onsj_h�.li ty for J�orthcrn I:::-i::.: 1

.,. �_,.J::.�·1i�s to a ve--7 J_a.i.·,ze <11::-_:ree; 
anong other things, thio wa8 ·v.c to t:1e T:".ili to.::--y con�:!::::.n, .. � Gtru.ct-ure, 
und.er w�lich �-OC Forthern r:.�c1-:1':rl'=::; r0s!1on.sibilitics 1:ro?:'0. }Y:"'i'.Tlt":..rily 
d.irecte"! to the T-Tinistry of l·::::'cnce Ti0nrlon anrl not to �'.tor::-.ont.
Fro.:1 the tu.rcl.v- ::1ili tar-j ,.m ·:le, it 1-no f cl t tli.:: t if t�:�o-;:-io uc:·c used,.
it �-:0

1.!.J..r1 be unlikely that -...·c ·.rc.•nl·: be nbJ.G to i:�:evert cu:' C0".:-".1itment ' . 

i'ron 1.·e:.1.cllin'? nizeo..ble ":lrc-r1ort.io:1;;. ."'ccnei.rioa :1a·l bocn n::-c,).1r0d 
ehmrin::; to what extent 1re cm:.l:'. bcco:-:ie involve], in v.--.. rlo1:1.0 Si tu.a tiOil.8 
in ::orthorn. Irol2.nd. Defore co· i.:..-:5. ttin{; our�:;cl"'tGC, therof ore, we 
sJ·olu.c. consider ver:1 clocel:r 1·rhn.t -.re ·Jo1.u.c1 be lcttin -- m-r�clves in 
for bey·ond the short ten;:i. In vie�, o·:' thir;, it mis .:lDrccd that a 
letter should be sent to the l!one Office at offici.11 level pointing 
out the difficulties involvcc. fron our point of view, �nd er.1yihn.sizi.Dg 
the need for close consultation bet-\reen the two Departments before ,,,,, 
any hasty decision vaa taken. 
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4. He.id of I">:16 rot'erre:l to t!m GOC no:,thern Ir-eland •n plnn. to
;:e- .. a Ye -�11.c: ·:cc: .. rn.:..;: :�elicoptcr 3::-:.�ndron on the 12th !.U[:;u.ut. It was
roi::.1 teo ont that tJ,.e 3qi:adr'J::.. ".-:-0,1.J.;l still be in !Torthern r·•,cland
d.u:.,:i.11,:: t

1 

... e i:1L1cdia-:c period 1:-l1cn ?urther serious dis-tur'b.-:1.nces
mi -):t be O"'�pocted an-:, 1n an:, c.:ise, it could be brought back from
the TJ':� ,;-ri t�in 72 hou.ra. Ilininter( '-) n.;:;1--ecd that the iesccz 8c-:,.uad.ron
shouli be wi thdra1m under thc3c condi tiarh�.

5. It nas noted that the �ec�tn.ry of State wao beinc kept
infort18d of the situation.
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