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0[Lf/\ST,4, 
l'l'f/1 jS'l' 

Gth August, 19G9. 

IC was vci.,y u:.;c['ul to l,tlYC our two telephone convcrs:1tions 
to,j;1y ;1bouL Li1c ;i,,c::--cnt ::;j_tl1:1ti.on, �nd I fcc1 tll,,t l now !<now with 

IL .i:;, hO\\'CV(T, tl,c f:i.l'm ;incl quite \111(li1ililOllS v.icw of t;,c 
:\'o,,thcr:n '11,c.l:ind C:11iJ.1,ct tll�,t I 111ust. at tl"lts st.1gc j_ n our �1rfair-8 
put clc;1rly :1i,c! untiinb:i guou!:ily before· you, fo1� the inforn1;'1tion or 
Her- ,\;:-1 jcst,v 1 s Govc_,·1:,:dcnt, in tl1c Un:i.t,cd I(j_ngdorn, O11c aLtitudc·to n 
poss.i.blc· rcq11c�;t fur /\riny. as!:i.i.st,incc .in Nortl\cn, Ire.la n d· in a.id of 
the ·cj_vil JH)\\'Cl, and tl1e 1�cpcrcuss:i.0ns of th.:it rcrp1cst. Not to do so· 
;,�- Ll1.i.s :-;L;i';r,/: ,,·rn1.1d lie to r.i.:-ik ,1 111O;-;L. scr.ious corn;t.Ltutional criois 
wj_tll tllq ,1-_;·1·.iv<�sL f ff:;ct,.icaJ. irnp.U. c ;it:i.�ns. 

In the rirst place, m;:,y :r. st:1te our gcncr�1.l n t t.:i. t U cl e t O t l1 C
. .

role of tile A,iny ilc�,�'/ · It.is, I must confess, wj_ th some j.rritation 
th;:ic we have 1,e:_1Ll 1�cgul�r· Press refci�enccs to t!H� use or "British 
troop�", .'.is if we were· some sort of external territory. 'flH� ilritisl1 
/\1' 1 1,y is 0111� A:,;11y too. I and m,rny other Ulstcrmcn J,;)VC been proud to 
serve j_n .it. It never for ;i mornc.nt occurred to us that its role in 
rcl.1t.i.on to Xoi·thcn1 Ii'c.L:mcl differed .in ;iny way from that, role in 
rclution to Grc�t Drlt.�in. 

In any pnrt of tile United !Cingdorn, unf'o1�t11n,itc situ.-1t.i.ons nwy 
,JI•j_sc - �1ncl luve ,,r.Lscn j_n the past - where law and ordei· c:-innot be 
1r,:1.i.nt,·1.inccl by 01·d.i.11;H'.Y pol.ic.i. n g. Indeed to 111ai.nta.i.n regular pal.ice 
f\,i'CC ::- ;d� ,1 .lcvc l to cop c w:i. t. ll tl1c lil0:-5 t cxc cp t..i. onrL1. cmc rgcnci cs 
wc)u.l.<l n!p,cscnt :1n �,ppa.l.l:i.ng burclcn on tl1c co111nn111.i.t.y. 
1,c:1son i. t .i.:-; :, wcll-un<lcrstood p1�.i_nc:i.plc t .. l1n L tl1c c.i.v.il power! wl,cn 
:i.tt; CJl'<..lin,11'.Y 1.·c�ou1·ccs n1,c un,iblc to co;>c will\ .-1 �j_Lu;itlon in bc.ing 
01· foreseen, 11;-i:-; ;) 1•.ight to crl.1..l upon tile .,s�.istnncc of tl'lc �rmcd 
f'Or'CCG of tile Cl,0\\'ll. 

\Ve h:)vc, ot' c0ur�c, ,.ilw,,ys ;:ipp,eciatcc.J t..ll:1L Ll1c control of 
t..1·oops .in i':0rLlic,'11 .I1·c.l�11c.J 1m1st rest - as indeed .i L docs 

,r., ,. .... r ,.�., �-t , ....
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�1ckno\\'J.cUgcd U1;,c, �:i.ncc th.i.:-, Js the c;1�.;c, the <Jcp.loyrncnt or troop_s

l1l�•,C in c1.i.d or l:l"ic c.i v.i.l po·.vcr on '-n,y cont.i.nuing h;..::;:i.s wou.ld 

:i.:1,�v.i.·1·,,il>l.Y .i.nvoJ.vc :1 .. 'rnngcmcnt,s suf'Cic:i.cnt to sat:Lsry United King:dom 
• I 

�,i.i.t .. ; :-;;�c,':-:; th,1 t, L1'oop�.; were no(·, l>c.Lng ;_1 rrcctcd hy :-;:i. L11;1 L.i.on::; wl1:i.ch

tl,1!.',' 1'.(JII l.(J llOL .i ill'.l lll'.IIC":C ()I' COI\Li'Ol • /\<:COl'<l i.ng.ly \\'(! ·;-,Jw;1y::i rorcsaw 

L:ic po:-;:;.L!J i.l.i.t.y th;1t ,YOll wnu.1<1 t-.ccl( 1n1:L110<1s lJy wl\.i.cl1 you could Cccl 

C(,11t i.cicnt of ,1 pi'o;)cr· vc,.i.cc .i.n tl1c II l;nv cind ordc1' 1

' f icld. This, 

q�1.i t:c! f c:ink.ly, .is wh;;-c rny c0Jlcr1gucs ,i1H1 I thought, you h,icl in mind 

i.n tl1c v:1rious vc.i .1.;-:cJ rl'.:fcrcnccs vvllich i\'ir. \Vi.J.son ;rncJ you yoursc.lf'

li;;vc 111;Hlc to 11 con:., (,_'i.l:t1ij_i.onal rcpc1'c11s,.;fons 11
, and we l>c.l:i.evc· thcit such

�rz-:;,;-1gci:1ents c.:Ju.l<i qu:i.tc rc.:id:i..ly l.>c ugr'ccd 'in the context of the 

nor-;-nri. l co-opc,,1t.ior, between th<"! two Governments. 

We Wt:rC! ·tl)C re :-'ore ap pn J.lcd - I I1,u s t, not u nu crs t� tc our' re.iction 

to lc�rn t.11,lt in tl1c event. of n <Jcp.lo.vrnent of troops, you wc:ce 

propof,j_ng .1 t .:-iny rate t.o consj_clc;,, c1 co:npJ.cte, a.lbci t tctnpor.:iry, 

I .ri t once scn t my 

s,�c,'ct,icy t.� t:h� C;ibjnct to London, ;:ind he g,ltlwn:cJ from your 

C;l'f:i.c.i.;..l� tl,,d� whj_le tl1.i.s cxtrc;nc cou,,sc wou.l.d on.ly be contc:ilp.1.;-ited 

wi.Lh L,l1c utmost� i�c}uct:_1ncc j_�-, could not be r1i.lcd out, of' considcr;1tion, 

!1.1b .U,L1·oduccd t:.hL:--; po:�:.;.i.l>:i..1.:i.ty .i.nto Ll,c I'c�·1J.1n of pul>J.:i.c cont1'ovcrsy

Jil'H>r cond:i.l.,.i.on Lo �;i\,' u�;c or troops. It W;)s :i.n tncsc cj_rcumst<1nces 

'i:-11:,t I f'<.!1t :i.t. essc:n:.;.j_�iJ. Lo contact _you, �.ncl ;·ts �1 rcsu.1t ·r now

�.1.rlt:l'st:.:11Hl _your v.i.ew t.o be tl1;1L while .. i s:i.ng.1.c .iso.lcitcd use or troops 

ncl!<l noL j_r,vo.1vc pcor'ouncl rcper'cu�sion:-�, ,lny conL.i.nuj_ng use would 
.. :.c;1<l to youl, scd-:.i.ng, .in con�u.lt;1tj_on \\'ith us, ;-!lTangcincnt.::i to ensure 

:..l1,:ic you hiH.l n<l<:11u�·1te; control over 11.1..-1iv ;1nci oc<Jcr" :i.:.;sucs. You tolcl 

ii,<! :�h;Jt ym, <loui)Lccl \\'hc'!thcr in pr;ict,j_ce such .i.ssucs co11.lcl be hived 

CJf:" fr<;ill the genc:r;,.l rct-pons.i.bi .. l.it.i.es of Goven,rncnt, :l.lt;wur-;h you 

.-i.�;:,11c,�d r,�c th;-d, you would a�l< your Of'f.i.cc to review _tt--.c c;uestion 
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s To r"i :1i o tn c As ·r u:,

uELFASi,4, 

I 
,l 

.l .till il1.i.1i·1,: t.u �;:,y Lli:1i, Lli.i:-; :-:.i.Lll;1t.: . .i.011 pul.::; rn11· C1.)Vl�t:nlllcnL and I '

_;_;, ;).11·cic11L11· 111y co.l:lc:;1,1';1:c tl,c �l.i.1_Li.sLci' or !!0111(: A!'f'n.i.1·s - in .. ,n .j 

c.ivi..l power· c,ir, r,o lor.�cr· cope wiU1 � sj.turit.:i_ on ouglit ::iurcly to l1c

:n:,dc; 0;1 11 l;,w ,rn<l o,·ckr 11 :.;r-c,1ir1<!t; ;1n<l not on p ol.i. tJ c;-l.1. ones.' Yet we
Cuill\l ;-ic Liccci ,·:.i. U 1 the Ui1l,;IW.i.ab.1.c clcc.i.s.ion ;1s to wl1cl.l,cr to al.low
::.:1c si.t..uat.i.on t.o c!ctc:i•i(,1·0t.c or· to seek in.i.J.itai·y ,t.i. <.l ,. ,1nd thereby
r.i. ::;k ext. i. n,�u .i. �..:;:1ing rer re!.; c:n t..-, U. vc in� t.i. tu t:i. 01, s wh:i. eh we lii.l ve built
u11 ,itlll dc.:fcndc\1 Co, ncar·J.y half 0 cc11tury. I c .. 11.- 0f:iS\1I'C you that in
;1:\Y event. we w1.1u.l<! not c.on:3.i.clcr· c�d.lj n_g in· the /\rrny except in the

:1r·.i.:--1!, 1 do ni>i� t.l',.i.n:, .it .is. i·.i.gliL l'.11;11:, Lile <lcc.i:<i.011 !.--ilwuld l>c tnkcn

\\'.i.�i, ;1 sw01·d or IJ;1i,10cJ.cs h;1ng.i.ng over· oui.� h(�;Hls. 

Fu nJH! 1·mo1·c, I can no l:. s 1!C wl1;1 L ,iu s t:i. r.ic Q U. on the re cou .1.d

;10�S.i.b.1y Ill!,. 101· ;11\(lj)L.i.rig such iHI cxtCClllC cour::;e. S.i.ncc tl1c C\Ir,·ent.

<liffj.cult.ics pcg;in :i.n Octol)cr latit we l"we mcc. you ;rnd your colleagues

in u rnost co-opcc;-11:,j,vc spicj_t, .ind i-n spite o::' ;1J..l the formid�ibl'c 

po.liti.c;il obstacles �-; t,ancling .in our w.:iy we h;:ivc rnovct.l q11itc as rar as

yo1i ,;vcr prcssccl us to do, �1nd .indcccl further. Jndcccl, you were -k.ind

c:nc,11;:,i1 Lo :-;ny tc,d:1y ;1� you <l.i.<l :1t thf.! l.1st i)u,vn i.ng Strc:r.t rncct,.ing 

(., ! I: l (, LI IC C O I l L (!I l I, i l I i d p; l C C O r () \I r r (! [' 0 r Ill p r O gr; 11 I II i I e \V ;1 s C n (:, i r C 1y 

;,cc<:pL,ll>lc Lo ,v 01i.

i\ l O r CO V <; r· � (·.; 1 <: ,· C C C ii C, C .i. V i J. <.l :i. S t U r irn n C C S \VI l .i. C I l l C <.l U S t 0

c,rntc;-i:pl;ltC t.l1(: ;iossib:LJ:i.ty oC n need ,roi� troops ,ir·e not of a

· polit.icn.1. cl1;1�·:ic�c.· at :ill. 'fllcy ;·,;--c to so111c extent sect.1rian, and

t O ail CV C ll J. ;1 r g C r C :-; l� C.: ll t S ll (� C r' ll O O l.i g ;J. l'.l :i. S ll1 •

You should l)C j_n no doubl·. that ;,ny move to rep.Lice ;:1

r<iprescrit.,:itivc Govcrn11icnt., fr,�cly ancl ucmoct·atic:il.l.Y clcctccl �s

rccc,1t.ly ;:1s Fcbr\i:iry or th.i.s yc;·,r, would be \,·!wlly un:,cccptablc to

t,l.c: grc:it 1,1;1j01·:i.t.'/ or Ulster pc�oplc •· You wouJd lJc Laid ng on c1 very

<,pc.:n-c1Hlcd co111111.i.t.111i;l' 1 t, wli:Lch \\'ol1ld go C;11' !)�yoncl wlli·1t w0uld be 

j_J1vo.lv1·!cJ :i.n onl.i11:1J','/ :1:i.<l to tl"i,' ci.vi.l po1,·<":l', 1 i:i\1:-d, m.i:,c .i.t. c.lt�,ir

i.<, you tll:11.:, r.11,� p<:opl1� of i'xor-tl1c1·n :1:cc.Laml ;in.! as dctcr111.Lncd to h:-ivc

:,iH'..'Ll' c,wn G<1V��r111111:1,L ;1� tl·,c people o, tl1c Sout.l\ wc,'c C1',>i11 1919 on; 

:11,<1 yrn1 ::;l1011.Ld :•;1:1·.i.ou�31y· con:-;i.<lc1' t,l1c h.Lstory or how Dubl.i.n Castle

L1'.i.c:<l to cupc w.LU, S.i.nn FL�.in ;\L u,;1t t',:i.ml!.
' ',• \ � '• : • i ••1••1 
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Ol::LFAST,4, 
I, 
I 

ir,,:.1:�i1i .. i.on:-; - w:1ici--. clocs not c111�.i.11 c.l.y 1.1isrcpr·cscnt your tl1:i.nking as

.Y"" :,:;,.Jc .tC !rn,,wn Lo me - could 11,wc tile most unrorLu:.atc cff.cct of ' i 

<:1H:,,11c:1.1�·.i.ng ru1·t·.1,c1' cl.i.sor(lcr- on the p;--i.·t or tl10sc wlH·::;c ;-1.i. rn hJ.s 

;1:\'::1.\·:-:- bC<!i1 to ,)vci·tl\i'OW chc Government o;· Northern 11�c.1 Jnc..l • 

•: 

. lli 

,\:,yonc ',\'l,o �ccks "l 1 ,1t end :11Hl wi10 r(.!:.ds/tilc ncwsp:.pcrs that use of

Liil.! ,\c;,i,Y n1,1y :i.nvo1vc suspcn.':;.i.on or t,i\;)L Govc!'nmcnt, is surely going

l·,o rcchi.:i>lc his efforts to cscal�tc 1nt1ttcrs to a point where the 

po 1 j_ cc c; :-111 , 1 0 l (1 r, g <: l' cont r· o .i. t l) c s :i. tu a U. on •

.1.,1 tl1c:;-;,; c.i.1·cu111:::Li111cc::-; .i.l� :i.:-; 111.Y v.i cw tl1;1 l, we fil\01!.ld rncct:. nt

a very c:,,cly d,icc t0 con::d.ucr· tlic entii�c s.i.t11.1Vi.or1.

•/\ 
. 

l· tt\/ \. .... -_r 
r-\

, ./ (.v1-ve,(.:::_,

,---····· 

Tile l�t. lion. ,f;.i,1CS C:'1.ll(q�h�n, M. P .,

Sccn•t;n·_y or St.�tc for Ll,c llomc Dc[)ai,tmcnt,

\\'l\.i. tc l1n 1 l, 
,.onririn. S 1\\'.i 
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