
CODE I 8-76 

Reference ............................ ©_ 
Mr. Wright 

Deputation from Staff of Magee College 

You asked me to bring the views of the 
deputation which we received on 1 October to the 
attention of Mr. Lavelle. Shortly afterwards I 
spoke with Mr. Lavelle about the interview and he 
advised me that, as he was about to leave the Home 
Office for the Treasury on completion of his work 
in the Home Office on proposals for the development 
of the Northern Ireland economy, it would be better 
to refer the matter to Mr. North. 

In the circumstances, I have thought it right
to send a copy of the attached note to Mr. North,
as well as to the Private Secretary in connection with
s. of s.•s impending visit to Derry. For safety's
sake I am also sending a copy to David Faulkner in
London.

(A. P. Hewins) 
10 October, 1969
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RECORD 0 

Held OD Wednesd&J, 1 Ccto r, 1969 at 7.15 P•. 

Four JOUll8 -bere of th• teaching at.aff of Magee Univerai t1 College, 

Derry (Mr. lhmter, Mr. Hard11 Dr. Lindley and r. Brown) ea to ... 

Mr. right at the Conwaq otel on' 1 to�r t talk ut ituation of 

e University College. 

2. :rhe deputa-ion r.cite the histoey of the ollege and in particular

referrect to the deciaion taken in 1965/66 that the College ahould ron an

integral part of the I ew Um.ve:naity of Ulster. The in burden of tb 1r

rt·1:1re1,entationa that the declaion to sit• th headquarters of the ew

Uni.erait7 at Coleraine had aceompmu.ed by delib rate dimihutlon in

the statue t>f Magee Colle and increasing ugl- et f ita legitimate

aepirations o.nd requirement&. A conaidera.ble body of protest had denloped

against thi Uoy and a petition containing• e 6o,OOO signatures had

been lodpd.

3. ot the 21200 atudente or th ev Ulliversity of mater, there vve

nov onl7 about 200 at Magee College, the rest being t Col.endne. The

nuabers at Magee had neYer in fi et rieen above 3.50. e buil.......a� and

facilit1" at l4agee wre i,nauquate and unattractiYe to potential univeraity

atudenta. A number of subject., in particular conomics and Selene , had

ceued to be taught at Magee, which now pronde courses only in ci 11t and

Moa.rn �, Pbiloeoptq ana, on a liait d acale, iatory. The IWllber of

atudenta planned for 1972•?3 vu 250 • jOO only1 this figure wa oo small a

bue tor proper denlopient of the Uniftrait7 llege. :.t • putation

auggeatecl that the College waa in urgent need of dditional capital investment

on a buildin programme and the expansion of the te chins r;taff in the field

of History ud Engl.1ab. ithout this deYelopient, the College voul be q\lit

W3able to offer facllities in fAnJ 

Colei-aine.

comparable with those provided t

4. Conalderation aicbt also be giwn to at bliahaent f a aecond 

Ulater medical aohool in DerrJ, which had a tint-cl.us modern hoepital. 

ven it this propoeal vere not ace ptable, it ad t be po sible to ar:1N.11ur,e for 

the clinical part ot the medical courae to be ma rtaken in Deff1, leaving 

the earlier pre-clinical vor to carrie out at Coleraine. 

.5. Mr. Wrlpt expresaed interest in the proposals p11t forw by the 

putation and adriaed that thq 1111 t suitably brought b7 the depu tio 

to the ; ••••• 
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to the aotice ot the De1T3 Development CommiBsion• local Memben of 

Parllataent and the authorities of the· New Univereity of Ulete.r. 

PreaentationallJ h tb�ue.ht it wculd be advanta.g1tous to usociate the 

prc:,poaal.8 with a desire to'impi-ove the qwility df ur� in the City of 

Londonderry for all it8 inhabitants and not mei-el7'tor mewber. of the 

academic bc'17, end to improv• �he oppox-twatiee for elllplOJfilGDt. He 

undertoc,1' w bring the deputation•e representatiom, and proposals to the 

notice of the tTnited YJ.ngdom %vernment 9 'With a t·ecommendaticm to them 

that they should receive careful ox.amination in the conte,:t of that 

Govemm•nt•s incl'uaeed intere&t in the doveloprnent of the eco.nol'l11 of Ulst.r. 

cc. Private SeCN'ta.17
Mi-. North
Mr. Faulkner

(A. B. Hewins)
10 Ootober1 12(?9
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