
CONFIDENTIAL 

OFFICE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM REPRESENTATIVE IN NORTHERN IRELAND, 

Conway Hotel, 
Dunmurry, 
Belfast. 

25 September, 1969 

Londonderry 

I spent yesterday in Londonderry, which I had not visited since I 
accompanied the Home Secretary there at the end of August. Meanwhile all 
our attention has been concentrated on the Belfast barricades and on the 
reform programme, so we had tended to put Londonderry on one side. Now that 
Belfast seems, temporarily at any rate, to be on an even keel, I thought I 
had better find out what was going on in the Bogside. l went; saw the 
Army Commander; had lunch with the Londonderry Commissioners; called on 
Mr. Eddie McAteer; and bad tea with Mr. John Hume M.P. I didn't see 
Commander Anderson, Unionist M.P. for the City of Londonderry, as he was in 
Belfast for Chichester-Clark(s meeting with his backbenchers. 

2. Londonderry presents a different problem from :aelfast, at one and the
same time less serious but possibly more difficult. It is less serious
because the atmosphere is much better. Derry is a predominantly Catholic
city and is generally regarded as being much less sectarian. The Londonderry
City Council was one of the most terrible local governments in the land, but
that blight has been removed with the formation of the Londonderry Development
Commission. The Commission is clearly doing a good job and still retains the
goodwill of all concerned, with the possible exception of the Unionist extremists.

3. It is also less serious because life is steadily returning to normal
there. The 'bus services are running normally in the city, the tradesmen
trade normally, traffic flows, t�e normal services are in operation. Men go
to work, housewives shop, children attend school. The barricades are down
and are replaced by a symbolic white line. Anyone can now go in to the
Bogside except the police, military or civilian. As Brigadier Leng told me,
there is peace in Derry, but no law and order.

4. This, paradoxically, makes it more difficult to restore law and order
to Derry. In Belfast, we were able to get the Army in and the barricades down
by offering those behind the barricades security instead of fear. In Londonderry,
there is no fear worth talking about and therefore nothing we can offer in
order to get the forces of law and order in by consent. Free Derry is in a
sort of limbo.

5. This could be very worrying if the Protestants were ever to get around
to working up an anger about it. So far, however, they have been occupied
with other things. In any case, as seen from Belfast, Londonderry is very
much at the end of the line, is Catholic territory anyway and so can be left
to stew in its own juice. The Army has nothing to offer that the citizens
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of Free Derry want, and cannot negotiate about their political demands. 
But many of their political demands are going to be met in any case in 
course of time, when the Hunt Committee's proposals for the police are 
put into effect and when the reforms go through Stormont. 

6. Perhaps the best thing we can hope, for the moment, is that people
will continue to forget about Derry and be content to leave it in limbo.
But it is a very keep-your-fingers-crossed situation.

7. I am recording separately my talks with Eddie McAteer and John Hume.
The important points which I think the Department ought to hoist on board
from these talks are :-

We ought to look very carefully at the Northern Ireland Government's 
proposed legislation on local government reform. This, according 
to John Hume, is a most ghastly gerrymander : if this is so, we 
can hardly allow it to go through in its present form, I should 
have thought, now that we have involved ourselves more closely in 
Northern Ireland affairs. 

b) Something really will have to be done about Londonderry's
unemployment problem. Derry is pretty sore about the second
university going to Coleraine : perhaps there is something in
an idea John Hume put to me of a "double campus" with certain
departments centering on Magee University College. If Roger
Lavelle's team have received no ideas on Londonderry from their
Ulster oppos, they ought perhaps to goad them into some thinking.

c) A more general point. It is interesting that in all the recent
schemozzle, there has been almost no call at all for a united
Ireland. Indded. the two main chaps I called on symbolised this
fact. llohn Hume beat Eddie McAteer, the venerable Irish
nationalist, on a straight civil rights ticket. I think this
point has its bearing on any dialogue we may decide to start with
Dublin.

(Oliver 'dright) 

cc. Sir E. Peck
Sir A. Gilchrist

P.S. No sooner had I dictated the above than Derry had a riot and a man was 
killed. First reports suggest that it was pure hooliganism and all 
very unfortunate. The consequences will be determined by what the 
Protestant extremists intend to make of it. I see that Paisley has 
already telegraphed the Home Secretary. It will of course have added 
to the Prime Minizter's difficulties at his Party meeting tomorrow and 
provided excellent fodder for Craig's meeting on Saturday and Paisley's 
lobbying of Stormont. It has put the lights back to amber when they 
were thinking of changing to green. 

J.o.w.
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