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I at'taoh note of the prinoipal lterae in r,q c Jrteraation 

7e terdq wi'th the Iaapeotor General ot the Boyal Ul ter Constabul rT• 

Sir Philip Allen, the Minister of State and s. ot a. mq like to aa•? 

-

5th Jup9 1969 
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• Th• Io■peotor G•eral ot the Ro7al Ulster Conatabular,- called on

me at the .Hane Office on 4th June. The p:rinolpal topics oovered in a long 

ocmveraation are as follow#• 

2. Iwdiate future - The build up towada Orange Da, on 12th July haa

begun and 1Doreasingl7 looal lodges will be staging procesaions for the

e 1nstallation of new maaters. 'l'hia ltselt creates a new situation in whioh 

fre■h disturbances ma.,y ooour arising, tor exuaple, from ( 1) a "ait-down'' to 

be staged by members of People's Demooraoy on Dungivan Bridge on Sunda.Y, 

8th June blocking a oustomar, Orange Order prooesaion, (ii) a march through 

the oent:re ot Belfast bT the Connolly Aseoo1ation on Sun� 15th June, which 

.._ the Rev. Ian Paisley has declared he will not allow, and (111) a possible 

resumption of atreet demonatratlons by the Cinl: Rights Association beginning 

With one in Strabane on 28th June. All this could produce an explosive 

situation in which, 11r. Peacooke said, the R.u.c. might have to use new 

tactics (e.g. smoke) if they were aot to be overwhelmed. It i» this 

situation firearm• were to t u:ed �ant,:h.fe.�1:� difficult to get hold

of in lorthern Ireland) the itna.>:1fJ.le11•eut considered that the Northern 

Ireland Government might be forced to aak for militar;y patrols to oonti-ol 

disorder. llr. Peaoooke feared that the hone.fllloon period would oom.e to an 

end next Sunaa_y. Mr. Peaoooke would not offer an opinion on what might 

happen on 12th Jul.f itselff it depended, he aaid, on events in the meantime. 

3. If, however, the period to 12th July (after which the holida_y

aeaaon begins) passed off without serious incident Jlr. Peaoooke thQlght

that a start could be made with relieving the military of responsibility ' 

for protecting public utility installations. Incidentally, the R.u.c. still 

have no definite information about who was responsible tor the damage to 

eleotr1o1ty and water installations laat April. 

Political aituation - •orthem Ireland now baa a ■table Government 

and llr. Peaoocke said that he thought the maaa of the Unionist Party was in 

/whole-hearted 
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no hearted support of their polioieaJ deapite the peraistmt opposition 

of "hard-liners'' he oonaidered that there was general recognition in the 

Unionist Party of the neoesai ty to o&rr7 through the measures aeceaaary to 

aeoure an end to ooam.mal sectarian bittemesa. 

5. Ci!il rights movement - Working through the "revolutionar.,y sooialiats"

• (ana.rohists, trotsqites etc.) the I.R.A. is very aotive in the civil rights

mov•ent/ in pursuance of their aim to bring down the Govvnments 1n the

Horth and the South by fostering social disoontent. The7 olaim ( and

Kr. Peacooke did not disagree with this) to oontrol two-thirds of the local

oivil rights ccmnittees. He aaid that this militant element ia not conoerned

• with oi'fil rights and will not, therefore, countenance an end to disturbances

beoau• the Government have aoted to remeq abuses.

R.u.c. Intel].igence - Jlr. Peacock• outlined the intellig81loe machine 

of the R.u.c. Be presides over the Internal Security CCIIJDittee on which '\he 

security liaison officer and the military liaison officer serve with offioers 

of the R.u.c., the minutes of ••tinge are sent to the llinister ot Home 

Attain and this information he supplements in regular oonversat1on with 

the Kin1ster week by week. A ■eoond committee dealing with praotical pro­

tection and key points is chaired by the Deputy Inapector GeneralJ the 

Parliamentary Secretary, Kiniatry of Home Attain, attends this ocamittea. 

There is a �bird, over which the Attorney General presides, to oonaider the 

law atfeoting public disorder and eapeoially the possibility of dispensing 

with the Special Powers legislation. Jlr. Peaoook.e was clearly not attracted 

by suggestions to institute e.g. a steering oCIIIIJlittee presided over by an 

oftioial or by introducing an official e.g. to take the Internal Security 

CoDlllittee. 
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