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SORI'HERN IRELAtD 

Th• Inspector Geenl ot 'the Royal Ulna Ccmatabulary called ea lle 

on 5th 3larah. Fram his point ot Tie,, 11 waa II ocuruay call on the Ham Otfioe 

during the course ot a viaii to LoadOl'J, the priaary �• ot which was to 

attend the Central Contarenoe ot Chiet Constables. 

2. J'or the mcst pan our oonvenaUon oon■istod of a revin ot reoeat

events and althougb it waa lea� Kr. Peacoake did not have uq new intor­

maticm to con•e,y• In the OCU2'Se of tha oonvenation I wu, however, able 

to glean one or t,ro pieoea of intomation whiah are wortb7 to be p.at cm 

record. 

3. The R.u.c. ars 1n good heart (oontra:r;r to atmt reports that had

reached u.) and determined to maint&in law and. order to the best ot their 

abilit7 irroapoctive ot tbe political Yiewa ot thoe• ,aeek:1ng or provoking 

ita disruption. ltr. ?aaoocka is oocacioua ot the political implioo.tiona of 

the mobi1i:1ation of B-speoials and 1a argaaiaillg the us• o£ 'their ■ervioes 

in wa,s which will give least oause -rDr orltioiam. Rfl02'Uitaent 1• not as 

good as be would lika but is auttioient to maintain at:rength althCIUgh not 

to increase it auft1o1ent�; voluntar., retirements a.re ■cmnhat below avera&eJ 

Kr. Peacooko would ••loome lager numbers ot re<ll'Uits from the Roman Catholia 

ocm:nunit.y but th� are not ooming forward aa he would like. 

4. Liaison has beon established rl th the mi.11 tary. Thia Kr. Peacock•

weloanes as also the opportuni't,f ot conterence with the Governor. Ho is 

oompletal,y happy about liaiscm arnag•oota with Scotland Y&?'d and th• :3ecurity 

5. lir. PGtaoooke foresee• further deczustnrUona a.ad COUDter-daD0Dat:raticma

1nitiat-1 by 'both sets of utremiats andccould see no alte:ma;t!.·-1e to ocmtiDuanoe 

ot the R.U .c. role 1n aey aircwnatances u being- to ;,roteot liv9a &ad property; 

in other words he is not a propcmal'Jt· of the school ot thought 1.hat :aa.,s the 

two •idea should be le.rt tree to t1abt it out. 
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•• At the ·moment at least r. Peaooolte le 1n no doubt of tb• ab1lit,

ot the .u.a. to 0aft1 cu\ thelr napori 1b111tias and does no\ oonteplate

bat e:ltuatlons are llkel7 to wee tba't w111 JUlte 11 neoeaaary to aall 

troops to thei� uaiatanoe. 

T.. For hl• part the In•peotor Oenaal. veea no naaon wh7 the ngulaticma 

e • de undor the Sp oial Pcwen Act. should not be put in auapeoee. e said 

that the risk of tenoS.at outl>ftaks 11' the I.a.A. (eepeo1all1' b¥ splinter 

groupo lmpatiemt ot oentnl control) ooula not be diacounte4 but th :t 1hoX't 

of o:,ganise4 attacks ot the ld.Dd made up to 1962 the ords.nar,, o»1mlna1 law

lllould sutfio • Be reoop1aes to thfl Ml, he>-.eve1"t that a deoislon to 

~ ,e uspend the regul Uona auat dep$Dd cm poll 'Uoal ae 11\loh • Cl) operational

oonaiderations. The I.R.A. has not, aa an orae,nieation, ·taken part 1n the 

.civil righta ovemeot but lndiYiclucl membena ot the I .. R.A. were Ml.¥ involve 

and the otY:1.1 rishts and peoples demoono, movemerlt offered apportwd:ty to»

tbo .new I,R./i. approach to tostering eoo1al and indua'tri&l unrest of ,mioh 
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