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CONFIDENTIAL

The Special Constabulary

16. The only specific criticism which has been made of the
Northern Ireland Government in relation to the most recent
disturbances has been in the use of Specizl Constables, As
usual, it has been argued that they are a sectarian and prejudiced
ferce, Since 5th October about 250 Special Constables have been
called up for full time duty and have been used mainly to relieve
the regular police in routine work, although some had to be used
in connection with the riots in Londonderry and Dungiven on

12th and 13th July. On 14th July the Minister of Home Affairs,
Mr, Porter, announced:-

"In view of the serious nature of the occurrences of
the last 48 hours - occurrences which have stretch=d the
resources of the Royal Ulster Constabulary to the limit -
I have decided after consultation with the Inspector
General, to strengthen the police force without delay.
This will be done immediately by alerting stand-by parties
of members cf the Ulster Special Constabulary, who will
be equipped only with batons."

17. The decision means in practice that when a serious situation
can be foreseen in their areas, County Inspectors of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary will have authority to approach their

opposite numbers in the Ulster Special Constabulary who will
immediately assemble 4O or 50 special constables for standby

duty. These men will be equipped with trunchecons and will be used
to assist the Royal Ulster Constabulary under the orders and control
of the regular police. It is not intended that they should

carry arme, and the latest decision does not involve "mobilising"
the Special Constabulary for whole-time duty, Officers of the
Special Constabulary will be armed with revolvers as usutal,

Visit to Londonderry by the Minister of Development

18, The HMinister of Development (lir. Brian Faulkner) visited
Londonderry on 22nd July for the opening of the new facivory of the
West German Arntz Belting Company. He said that the future of
the people of Londonderry was largely in their own hands, and
descibed the Government's own plans and achievements for the city.
They included the negotiation of 4,500 new jobs in manufacturing
industry since 1966, a target of 12,000 new jobs and 9,600 new
houses by 1981, and the rebuilding of much of the existing city
centre, Capital investment will be £110 million, three-quarters
of it in the public sector. The new factory for the Arntz Belting
Company will provide about 130 new jobs,.

Meetings with Lord Stonham

19. Mr, John Hume and liiss Bernadette Devlin, li.P., saw Lord Stonham
in London on 22nd July. Trhe meetings took place separately and at
their request; both wished to explain to the United Kingdom
Minister the situation in Londonderry as they saw it.
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