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NORTHERN TKEL.ND: POLITICsL SUMMARY FOR
THE FERIOD 25TH JUNE-2ND JULY

Memorandum by the Home Office

1. The civil rights movement resumed its campaign of public
demonstrations with a rally in Strabane on 28th June. About 3,000
people took part; speakers included Miss Bernadette Devlin, M.P.,
‘Mr. Conor Cruise O'Brien (Labour Member of Farliasment in the Irish
Republic), Mr. Eamonn McCann (one of the leaders of the People's
Democracys, Mr. Austin Currie (Nationalist Member of the Northern
Ireland Parliamentg and Mr. Frank Gogarty (Chairman of the Civil
Rights Association). The main theme was unemployment, but
Mr. Gogarty claimed that demonstrations would continue until the
Special Constabuiary was disbanded and the Special Powers .ict
repealed. Mr. McCann attacked Opposition members at Stormont
(including Mr. Currie) for agreeing that the timetable for reform
was reasonable (see paragraph 3 of HONIP(69) 7). Mr. Currie appears
to have made a spirited reply, and Miss Devlin attacked the speakers
generally for adopting a sectarian attitude. There was no disorder
except on the platform.

2 an Orange parade was held in Dungiven on the same day and wes
also attended by about 3,000 people. Civil rights posters and
bunting had been strung across the streets in advance, but were cut
down by Orangemen taking part. Scuffles took place when
photographers attempted to take pictures, but otherwise the parade
passed peacefuly. Leaders of the civil rights movement had urged
their followers not to interfere, as part of their campaign for the
right to demonstrate whatever the demonstration's purpose.

3 The civil rights demonstration which had been planned to take
place in Newry (paragraph 11 of HONIF(69) 6) failed to materialise.
It is now 1likely to take place on 5th July, and attempts may be made
to follow a route part of which was proscribed in January.

4. Supporters of the civil rights movement in Dungannon picketed
South Tyrone Hospital on 27th June when the Governor, Lord Grey,
opened a new building. They allege discrimination against Roman
Catholics (paregrarh7 of HONIP(69) 7).

The Northern Ireland Government

5e Mr. Patrick Kennedy (Republican Labour member for Belfast
Central) and Mr. Currie challenged the proscription of the "United
Irishmen" in the Northern Ireland House of Commons on 25th June.
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11. In a speech to Esst Down Young Unionists on 1st July, the
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Mr. John
Taylor, is reported as saying that a "dangerous and sinister" trend
had been evident in the last months of Capt. O'Neill's leadership.
"Control of influential positions within the Party has been geined

by liberal and radical elements, but this problem is now being
adequately overcome and control is now returning to men and women

who are Unionists before anything else." Opposition members may
attempt to have the speech debated in the Northern Ireland Parliament,

The Orange Order

12. The Secretary of the County Grand Orange Lodge of Belfast has
claimed that 1,000 Scottish members of the Order, as well as
Cenadians and .imericans, will take part in the Orange Day
celebrations on 12th July. He also stated that he has dealt with
U400 applications for membership in the last four weeks.

13, The (Church of Ireland) Archdeacon of Dromore, the Ven. S. B.
Crooks, has said that "the restoration of the Orange Order to its
true function of a true religious organisation" would be of
advantage to both Church and State during the present situation in
Northern Ireland. He thought the Order's present link with the
Unionist Party might be to the detriment cf both.

Telegram from Senator Kennedy

14, Senator Edward Kennedy sent a telegram to Mr. Gogarty on

25th June expressing support for the civil rights movement.

A statement by the Prime Minister of Northern Ireland criticised the
telegram as interference in the domestic affairs of another country;
pointed ou* that no member of the Kennedy family has ever visited
Northern Ireland; and suggested that a better contribution towards
solving Northern Ireland's problems would have been to encourage
greater lnvestment by United States firms,

15¢ A group of members of the United States House of Representatives
has asked President Nixon to express to the United Kingdom Government
their distress at what they allege to be discrimination against
Roman Catholics in Northern Ireland.

General

16. The restraint shown by both sides at Strabane and Dungiven
gives ground for hope that violence may be avoided during the
critical period leading up to Orange Day on 12th July, but the march
in Newry must give rise to some concern if it is to follow a route
part of which was previously proscribed, The demonstration at
Strabane also showed that the leaders of the civil rights movement
have become divided between those like Mr. Hume, Mr. Cooper and

Mr. Currie whose concern is to remove what they believe to be
genuine grievances and who are prepared to co-operate with the
Government to this end, and those like Mr. McCann and Mr. Farrell
who seem to favour agitation for its own sake or wish to destroy the
existing system altogether. In the weeks to come the latter are
likely to become increasingly isolated, with a possible danger that
they will resort to provocative action which could lead to
retaliation from the protestant extremists and so to violence,
Reaction against the civil rights movement as a whole and against
the Government's present programme for reform might also follow.
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