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CONFIDENTIAL 

OFFICE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM REPRESENTATIVE IN NORTHERN IRELAND, 

Conway Hotel, STORMONT CASTLE, 

Telephone 

Dunmurry, 
Belfast. 

Belfast 616280 

BELFAST, 4. 

10 November, 1969 

I enclose copies of drafts of the two statements to be made 

here on Wednesday. The Prime Minister's press statement can be taken 

as reasonably firm. He has spent some time on it himself. The Minister 

of Home Affairs' statement to the House of Commons, although he has 

provisionally approved it, is at an earlier stage. I expect the Minister 

will, as is his custom, have further thoughts about it himself and there 

will need to be added to the statement some of the details from the White 

Papers. 

Would you please arrange for clearance by the Ministry of 

Defence as well as by S. of S. ? 

I shall be available to receive comments up to the end of duty 

on Tuesday; but if there are any further points made after that, I suggest 

that you channel them through this office. 

y 

D. R. E. Hopkins Esq.,
J 4 Division,
Home Office,
Whitehall,
London s.w.1.

I 

(A. s. Baker) 
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PRIME MINISTER'S PRESS STATEMENT 

-
On 10th October, i'ollov;ing the puolication of the Hunt 

�eport, I announced t.i:1e decisions of the Government of Northern 

Ireland on some broad principles for the future defence and 

9olicing of the Province. Subject to satisfactory assurances �hich 

\'le had. -oe en given about the future strength of t'he Army garrison 

and other vital aspects of security, we then agreed that the Ulster 

Special Constabulary should be replaced by two new forces:-

I a volunteer reserve on similar lines to· the Special 

Constabulary in Great Britain fo� ordinary police 

duties; and 

a locally-recruited force to protect the Border and 

key installations and to carry out .any other 

tasks such as road checks which may be necessary 

to combat armed guerilla-type attacks. This 

latter force to be commanded by the G.O.C., who 

would work in the closest consultation with the 

Government of Northern Ireland, through the 

Security Committee chaired by the) Minister of

Horne Affairs. 

With the publication to-day of two Vfui te Papers, one at 'Nestn:inster 

and one at Stormont, the public now has available to it detailed 

proposals for both these forces. 

Since the locally-recruited defence force will be a part of 

the Armed �orces of the Crown, constitutional responsibility lies 

with H.M. Government at Westminster, where legislation is being 

introduced to bring this force into being. However, as the Hunt 

Report recognised, the Government of Northern Ireland "has a vital 

interest in the defence of the Province", and that interest has 

b een duly recognised oy full consultation v,i th us in the frarning of 

1. /the proposals 
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the proposals pu·oli shed to-day. \'ie have had our difference a on 

poin-of detall, not all o:t· v,hich we have been able to rcsol ve in 

1·u11 - but I can say honestly ti1a t in spite of our reservations on 

these _paints we believe that these proposals taken as a whole provide /J. 
a sound and acceptuole foundation for the future security of Northern 

Ireland. 

These proposals are for the formation of the Ulster Defence 

-:Jcgimcntl - a f'ine ti tlc \thich should take its place alongside other 

t.es honoured by the Ulster people such as the Royal Ulster Rifles
B 

and the Royal Ulster Constabulary. The Hunt Report, it will be

recalled, suggested that a strength of about 4,000 might be

sufficient, but the White ?aper recommends a force of up to 6,000

officers and men. I think this increase gives prop�r weight to the

need to have a strong and fully effective force ready to cope with

any emergency which may arise and specifically with "armed attack

or sabotage''. fhese proposals emphasize once again tha�the G.O.C.,

in his command of the Ulster Defence Regiment, will work in the

closest consultation vii th the Government of Northern Ireland t11rough

the Security Committee chaired. by the Minister of Home Affairs.

There are three other aspects of the United Kingdom Government's 

proposals which I would like tb stress. First, the force will be 

bet,Ger trained and better eq_uipped than that which it replaces, 

·oecause it will have a mobile element with eq_uipmen t including

troop-carrying and small four-wheel drive vehicles, together with

radio communications.

Secondly, the Ulster Defence Regiment, because of this new and 

more modern equipment which it will have, will req_uire rather more 

stringent training obligations. Since, however, this is essentially 

a -on.rt-time volunteer force, it is ifflf)O:Pt·ant -t1mt these obligations 

saoula be interpreted with a reasonable degree of flex:i bili ty, 

2. /oearing in 

c.
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bearinu in mind the other commitments of members of the force. 

aus3ured by the G.O.C. that such would be his intentionJ 

�hirnly, the Ulster Defence Regiment, in its training and 

G 

operations, will have the benefit of the experience of serving 

:Regular Army Officers and non-commissioned officers who are versed 

in the most up-to-date military methods and techniques. 

'l':i1e ot:O.er VJhite ?aper, presented at Storlllont to-day, embodies 

t:O.e proposals of our own Government .for a v,ol unteep police re serve 

.as part of t:O.e Royal Ulster Constabulary, with an initial establish­

ment of 1,500 officers and men. These special constables will be 

purely policemen, assisting the R.U.C. in its new role as a civilian 

and normally unarmed force. I know tha� the .regular police will be 

greatly strengthened by their ability to call on this stibstantial 

force of reserves to assist them, and equally I know that those who 

come forward to join the force will be proud to be associated with 

the splendid traditions of the Royal Ulster Constabulary. 'l'hey will 

be paid a modest annual bounty and an hourly rate when called out, 

but I am -sure that those who volunteer for service as special 

constables, like those who join the Ulster Defence Regiment, will 

principally be attracted by the opportunity of service to Northern 

Ireland and the community. 

Taken together, the Ulster Defence Regiment and the R.U.C. 

reserve, both of which are to become operational on 1st April, 1970, 

will provide such an opportunity for up to 7,500 Ulstermen. Both 

forces will need men of the very best type, · willing to show in t11i s 

direct and active way their concern for the peace and security of 

this Province. While there will clearly be a place in both - as 

there must be - for all men of loyalty and good character who can 

meet the necessary standards, it is partic�larly important that from 

the start they should be able to build around u cadre of trr.d.nod 

,, 

.) . /and experienced 
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and cxpuricncud men. That iu why, when recruiting starts on lot 

IJ1nuary, 1970, I hope that very many members of the present U.S.C. 

will come forward to offer their services. Witl1out their help, the 

creation of erfective and fully-trained forces would inevitably take 
'

a considerable time, and a much heavier burden would have to be born 1 

oy the other security forces. 
F 

Between now and tne date - 1st April, 1970 - on which the new 

forces will become operational, there will be a continuing need for 

the u.s.c. as a vital force in the Province's security system. I 

know the G.O.C. will join with me in expressing the hope that the 

members of the force will remain at their posts during this interim 

period. 

If these proposals at 1f/estminster and Stormont are accepted, 

the u.s.c. as such will cease to operate. But its tradition of 

service will, I am sure, continue to live on in the new forceG 

through the men who come forvvard to serve Ulster. The needs of the 

Province will be�no less - only the means of meeting them will be 

chanGed. Many of us, I know, would have liked the U.S.C. to continu< 

but since circumstances made that impossible, .let us at any rate be 

prof'oundly thankful that such thorough steps are being to.ken to 

ensure.that Ulster remains secure. I want to thank to-day men who 

have given splendid service to Ulster for half a century, and to say 

to the present inheritors of these proud traditions - this Province 

still 11.as need of men of proven loyalty and steadfastness. I know 

I can rely upon them to play their full part in time to come. 

The National Archives' reference CJ 3/58

© Crown Copyright



l-

MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS' STATEMENT TO NORTHERN IRELAND HOUSE OF COMMONS 

Jn a joint oomii,Uni<J.UO is.:.uod on the 10th Ootobor, 1969, tho ti-ovornment 

announoed its acoe?tance of reco1n;ucndu.ti011.s maJe in pa1'i:ic;raphs 109 and l7l 

of tho aunt R0por'-;. 'j.'hase wero thHt tho Ul3ter Spooial ..;onstabul�xy should ba 

replaced by two n�m forces, a volunteer re,'.,erve foro� to a�sist tho Itoyal 

Ul.3tar �onstabulury in co.rri✓�n6 out ordinary polioe duties .oou a locally­

recruited defence foroe to protoot the border and the it�ta a6ainst armed 

att�ok und aabotace • 

• 1'ho Govenlffiont did oo on the cl.oar underotn.ndin& that the Ulotor Sl;euial 

Constnbulary wouJ.d re.nuin in being until a. fully effeotive dei'en�e force wo.s 

available to rcpl�ce it and in the 1i6ht of the :foJJ.owinG aosuranc�.s triven by 

the Home �eoreto.ry an bohalt of the Goven'l!Il8nt of the United Kincdo�. 

---

---

li'irst, thnt ti. fully adequ11to military sarriaon will be maintu.ined in 

Northern Irela.nd o.t all times an& tha.t ef'feotive taU.Chinery will exist, for the 

swlft deplo.:,mcmt of Rc�ult\.>.· i,.:r..,y uni·ta in tha event Oi1 '1.l\Y threat to secu:."ity. 

8eoono., that a.rra.ntoinonts for �ho � .. ais:lng '.'.'f such a defe�oe f'orca v,ould 

ba !jet on fout -v,ithou� dol&.y u.ncl 1;ha-i:. onoa oon:::.tituted it ,,ould not be oh�c;ed 

without the fullost oonsulta.tion witil tho Covemm�nt of Northern Ireland. 

Third, th:lt the G-overnrnent of tha United Kir,e;dom 6Lco&pts it as aal1'­

eviden t that thio Government ho.a a. vit&.l intcro.st in the deferi-,c o.f' the 

--- Provinoo• G.nd tho.t such intereot will be full$ recot,nized by continuinc o.rranee,­

monta. t:ndar these o.rra.neer1ents 1)olioy for tho U/Je of tha dof'onco foroe will 

bo uetcr:ninod by the General Officer Cor!l1nLmuine;, ?forthern Ireland, i.n olose 

oonsulta.tioa with a Seouri'.;y Corilill:i.ttao under the Chaimauship of th� Minister 

of Homa Affairs, and 

Fourth, that tho' now foroo, like tha l<ag..ilar ).r-;ny µnits to which I have 

_.,,,-- alreo.uy rai'a11red, will &lso be ca.pabl.t) of swift deployucnt to counter On;/ 

ae('lurity threat and bo as effective o deterrent �� ns tho Ulster 
,-

Speoial �onsta.bulary, �otinG in ito .uilita.ry role, haa bean Lover the last 

fifty year;J fj.n the paoy. 

On the 12th October, 1969, tho following ,joint atatemont wo.::i isJuod by 

tna G.ovornmont of Northern lrelMd w11.1 th� Homo �orotc.ry, on ba� of the 

Covernmont or the Unitod Kin3do�. 

"Steps 
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"Ste1)s a.M beinc ts.ken ut onco �o prop1.1.re for the nov, loco.l 

resa:rve foroe which is to bo :t'omod as a. roplc.oar,itmt for the Ul.atar 

Special Co�st�bulury. 

The :,iini�toc of 1-io�c Aff'a.ir·o will be trntli1.uoni.ng the tjecurity 

Cow�itteo early next week to anseoa the pro�ont and future �eourity 

naoo.a of tt1& P:c011inco unu to oonside.r> the t::i.sko which tho new looaJ. 

1-cooI'\·e foroe must be prep�reo. to meet end. what ib ·naeciod i.o �,o 

it fully ef�eotive. 

A Workint,; l">arty i:.i to be oat up immodiatej.y ·co formulate draft 

le�izlation. It will ba n.u'1e up o.r reprosentativ€1& of' the .:Ainistz:y 

Yiorking 1>_arty will study tho nooessary size oi' ·i;h13 fo:i.-oG · L.1.ld its 

dot...ilod tasks, 1119thoclo of operation, ternw ol" uervioo, woapon::. and 

equip1il(jnl.. 'l'l1tt aim will be to eat1a.blish a n:.odern fully effective 

defeiu;iva arm. 

Th& U�ter .BpocJ.al Constabulary o.s at preaent or�c.niaecl will 

remain in be:tnr, until the new force is �et up. Thi& r,cw force will 

mon. Tho G.o.�. ia therefore askinG County �ommandants of the Ulster 

Spauj_a.'i �o�tabule.ry to li:.t tha na.mea 01' those mernbers oi" tha SlJeoia.l 

Consta".)..ilar.t who wioh to o.ffG-;:- their .:Grvic�s to the naw :forct3." 

In :point of f�ot, two o�parutc '.'iorkin,c l)artiea 110ro set up by the r:iid:lle 

of October. Ona, a joint Gov6rn.mont operation, oonoernod solely with the 

defenoe :Corvo ou ,,hi�h tho Ulotor Special Com.tabulo.r.t wao roprosented by the 

Sta:t":f Offio'lr and a District Comzno.ndunt of that I•'oroe; the othor, a Northern 

Ireland G-over.uncnt \�orkille ?arty, 011 whioh both the Royal Ul1>tel" Constabulary 

and the Ulster Speoial �onsto.bular,y were repx·esented, has been conoornod with 

tho setting up of a volunteer Ronerve to oa.rry out ordinarJ police duties undor 

th6 ouporvision and control of tho Roy�l Ulster �oMt�bulary. 

Thoy have completed their rozp0ctive tasks with co;n."Jlondable oxl>(?dition 

und I v1ould liko to tako tho opportunity to thank all concerned, {i_a.rtioulo.rly 

tho ilinioter of ;;ofonoe ond hio offioia1'l o.">d the G.o.c.,Northorn IrolrJ10nnd 

his oto.f:f, for thoir react,· apl)reointion of tho militur,y raquirc,r,onts of tho 

local situation and the neod to aot uith a hi{;h degree or ur&3ncy in tho cattor. 
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9.i\.ll concerned hc..vo v.·or;_ced tor;ethor in a 1l!ont co;�nondablo m:mnor and in the

oloso3t of aocori.i, e.11 of uhich U.UQ.lrs well for the future.

lo.hours L�ne raont� from the dute of the joint statement to which I have already 

refer-roY, a \'i'hite Pa.per pre�ured by my MinistrJ on tho set tine up of' a l,500-

stro� Royal Uls�,er Conctabula.ry Reserve and Q oe�ond White Paper whioh, this 

o.ftornoo11, is being pre:lented in a,1other place Oll tha formation oi' a new 

defenua i'oro� with a target �-,rongth of 6,000 and to be known ua the Ulstor 

De.fence Hasirnent. 

Critics of the Government have o.rh-ued, either booD.use thoy like to do so 

us u. 1;iutt"r 01
"" p.:--'J.nciple or bo<.au.,.se '..hey hava not baen propui .. od to .. :.vait the 

outoomo end judgo by r�.sultn, that ac-Japtanca of the Hunt �lopor-, insoi'a.1 .. a.s 

its rcoo,:i:ncndr1.tions with :t',!t_;(U'(.! to the Ultltor �.:t00ial Coru;ta.bul..i.rJ ars oonoorned 

'i'h0 Govorn�rmt rajocta till;, oontcntloi'l. '!'he U:t!'ter Hpooinl Constabulary 

I say ths.t tha \}ovarn:nent is fully sa.tisfie'1 th2.t the two new forces \'Thio!. 

will replace it next J..pril will also serve us with GL"Ont distinction mid that 

Norlher.n Ir<:1le.nd' s position as o.n int13gral ya.:,;-t of th� United 7..ingd·om will be 

o-r Ulster, of o.ll olasz:.ea ...nu. cr-3ou.�, lu:'a propa�d to of'fer their part-time 

aervio�a .1'01.• full-time seourity a,; tl'i.Gy-httve-domrin-the-pa&t. 
" 

\ t . 
I I 
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