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O:?Pration;il control of thP, PUC for Sec11ri ty Oper�tions 

Vo11 will recall th'3.t it W"l.S 'lt th0 sugp;esti on o-i:- the Prime Minister 

of '1orthPrn Ireland that the GOC s:bould be ,;;mt in over,:171 control of the 

F TG "nd the FSC a,.. ·.;,,,11 as thA Army in security op<>ration.s. .�, directive 

was ther,,fore dr:,.wn up whic-h m,.dc provisi en for t:he deploJment and 

t�sking of th� RUC.

haripy 1.-:ith this situ.:::.+ion. He thought that in prirn·-;::_:lc it ·:"' "'" ·.:ror-g for 

the mor"lle of the �TTS r much depenrl.ed on its efforts in Northern Tr�l.q__.,,.d 

Trelanc. Ministers WPre c:l .,..o 1mhanp: with thi.s si t11"'tion and for some 

The TG h'1s dic:c-uc;sed with the GOC t:b_e riuestion of cortrol. H:e h'ls 

appar".!ntly told the �-i()r, -!;hat he i:·i 11 not t,qke ord�:::-s frcl'l' irr �n0 b 0 

":·0,1 \•Ii 11 h...,v"' ful 1 con-l;rol nf +,r,e dJ�:'lO�rr"�nt :md +,,-,skin of the T-<TTC for 

t"l-i'"'t ,:,r.-. �o cc-oper·•-l;c · ,;_ th the Arriy but net to obey. J.n r.ASP, of local 

/differPnces 
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differ0nces the m~tter �s to com� b·�- to the rr ��r. �oc for �ol �icn. 

The rr-. · ·ould like the :-tcreemrnt he h • .s r0:::i.ched. •Ii th t�9 GOC to be 

m.:-de public. 

T ,,m -rot s1ire ···rether -';he Secrct"ry of Stc:itc for Defence knows 

about the verbal :,_greement nor whethPr the noc reg"rds the 1:n0ndment to 

present time the GOC mu�t rem�in in control. He �ust have t�e cnsting 

vote when he a.'1.d the IG differ. To satisfy tJ,,e TG, hn vevPr, I , nd"'-r"'ta...'1.n 

your ov�rqll re�pon�ibility''• I �1rtb0r un�Prst�nd he will be writing 

to you on t�Pse lines. 

The IG is conscious he h:--i.s r0 "chcd en n.-:reement •vi tb the ncr, ... nd be 

the e�1 he there:ore accertPd that :1ny publicat·nn of th0 c�"nrn ir 

rontrol cou d be dPlayed althou�h not indefinit 0ly. 1e feelc so stror�ly 

accept the 1r.:endment rA.the"".' than to re-write the nirective. 

The r-i.cturl meaninP' o-i:: the -'lillendment i c- obsc•,,...,-,. :�"!vP.r+beJass, tr"' 
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O1:crat-:.oncil Control of the :me

<;i:- r-:1-i, r Y.:,mc, Inspector General of the � re, SE"·I Sir Philip Allen on 

?3rd Octob"'r to discuc;s the control of tbe RPC. Messrs. (}1i�ncross a.'1d 

Sir Arthur Youne sairl th'lt in his opinion the future of North9rn Irelmd 

lar�cly depended on the efforts of the �U� ard trqt the �ur, l�r��ly dep�nded 

on "bim o.t th� :;:-r�sent time. Fe> wished to ensure their lo�ralty <nd -l;o .,..cstore 

trPir morale. Tl-iir-; wo.s difficult in .'.l situ�ti on in which the 1"':!0'; could ic;c::ue 

ord"rs on the de:::--loyment qnd t[lsking of the �UC qnd ·Jf'Pn 1 oc;:il mil i +--::iry

offi_cPrs •Jere in the :bc1.bi t of [d v; ng orders to their local RUC co1 len.rue::,. 

Rf" h1.d already told the GOC that he wotild not take orders fror1 him. The GOC 

w-1s i!' a dif"""icul t poc::i t;_on but h d. 21re�d to recomrri�r.d .,n 'lrr.endment to

paro.greph 3 of his rlir<>cti ve to the effect th�t the GOC would co-ordin3te 

Si.,.. A.rth r Yo11nf ex;lained that the GOC J:iad !3_lso agreed not to fr sue 

ordArs to him and that h0 had issued orders to local �TC men to co-operRte 

•ri+,h the rrii l · tar�- "'<t+h0.,., tb-in to obey them. Tf th'"!r" •· P::""' differ':)nc<>c:: ·•t 

thP lor,-:.il level abrwt v!h?.t was to be done the differences w011.l n bf'! "'0fe.,.,r<>d 

up• ,..,,,.ds if n�c�ssA.ry to trie GOC ,:md IG for solution. 

Sir PhiJ.ip All en :pointPd out that t"b<>r<> w0re very m::my more troops on 

the P-round than the PUC 2nd th'=1t this was important o,eration.,lly. Re said 

that the Northern Irel::i.nd Government thPmselv0s c_;u:;"'ested th:it the GOG should 

riss11m0 control of the police and the F.SC. P0 noted ti-w.t Mr Chichcctc::--Clrlrl· 

cind Mr Porter now �rpeared to be anYious to chcin�e this .:u-ran�0m�nt. qe 

considered that ;i..s a m�tter of tactics ·t mish+ be advis�ble to accept the 

a�endMent to the rlirective �u��Psted by the Gnr rind to le�ve for f rthn.,., 

discuc- �ons thP r:_UP'="t�.on ,,11.ether the directive shou1 d be sc rlpped 'l!'.d Priot"'1.�.,., 

o P written conf"nine the GOC's cnnt,,.�l to the Mi7 i�-.,.,� end the TTSC. 
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�ir Arthur Yo 1ng pointed out that ::r Callaghan h8.d said he 1·1ould nmne a 

rlo.te when thi=:- pr;c would be r0lea�ed from this control. He ,1ould vAry m11r,h 

like the eist of his v0rbal a:r0ement ,1; th the GOC and tl-te en:, se i.n tr"

di ,,.ccti vr> to b� m,de manifest to ,<=> :..l r-nd s•rndry "rJ.d he could not ··r•i t 

i.nd,.,.finitel? for thin to h'l.,,pen. Fevertheless he arreed th'"'t i.t would be 

best to accept the -u:1endment and :!_)ersevere r.,ore slo1vJ.y \/i.t ti-·� for"J·i:.. md 

p1tbl i c t.,..'1.:risf".,.. of control. 

Sir Arthu"' Young thought th.?t some means shou d b"! foand of telling the 

Allen sai� that it wo ld be n�cc�s8ry to discover the "'ea�tionG of the 

•
S0cretrlry o-f St::>.t� -fr-r T)cf"11r-r; to the proposed ar:0:ridm,,,nt to the direc+ive 

:-,nd for consir.."'r'"'t; on to be r;i ven to wh;-,t the . rorthern IreJ...,_rd Government 

could be told .'lnd how. 'T'hi c, 1,JRS a auesticn whi eh would hav"' to p;o to the 

SecratAry of StRte �nd the Prime Minister. 
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J;IR �CTIVE POR Tf-IE G .-:mrniI, OPFJCml co;:�.1ANDING

:tIORTHl�Rl! IRJ�LAND

22.8.69, 

AtY&io:tntment 

1. You are appointed Director of Operations in Northern

Ire,land and will, with immediate effect, assume overall 

responsibility for security operations. 

Security Operations

2. Security operations are defined as relating to internal

and external security and cover:-

a. The execution of operations necessary to counter

action ( v.hether covert or overt) aimed at subverting

the security of the State. 

b. The action necessary for the protection of life and

property in case of actual or apprehended civil 

commotion. 

Responsibilities 

3. You will have the overall responsibility with immediate

effect for all security operations throughout Northern Ireland.

You \'Jill be responsiblo to the LrOD but will consult as 

appropriate with the Northern Ireland Government. In the 

event of any disagreement you will at once refer the matter to

HUG. 

,�. You will keep me fully informed on all major issueo.

You \"Jill also if time permits, obtain guidance :rrom the ,,10D

on uny matters which in your opinion or that of HUG
t

a 

representatives in Northern Ireland have wider political

implications or �hich concern any major redeployment of your

forces. 

Intellip;ence 

5. Separate instructions will be issued to you.

Relat:lonshlp ·with other authorities � J 

'" "'"•"') .-.u .,,,,.,c I"" ...... � ..,.,.l_.....·._•f;ll _,, D� ,( Ip,� L/-..J _....., 

6. /lCou wl.ll 
:��e !:!! r�� Joa <i�le�eM ...,,. tael<111!!

� tftc RDC �QP --- g ___ �,F----�-- to security operations. 

Out316e the security field you will have no responsibility for

nor·mnl police duties for which the Inspector General will remain

rcc,onsible �o the Northern Ireland Government. 

7. You will have full command and control of the Ulster

Special Constabulary (USC) for all pur::.>oses includinc; their

orcanisution, deployment, tasli:ing and arms. You \'Jill be free­

to deploy the USC as you cono1c1er necessary and to stand down

ti1osc personnel not requ.ired for these tasks. You v1ill issue-•

inotructions as to the v;capons to be carried by personnel ··1ho 

are employed on active tasks. You will be free to· isoue 

instructions for the centralisation and security of ueapon.s of

persor��el of the use. 

v-----. 
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8. In future tl·�e USC i;;ill not be us�d for riot or cro;Jd
control. Bearing in mind the requirement. to def'end vital
public service installations and the problem of' country areas,
you should progrcsoively stand·down members of the USC as their
services cease to be required.

O:<>ganisn tion 

9. You ar·e empowered to set up, in consultation with the
1Tu1"thcrn Ireland Government and H. M. G. represent a ti vea in
Northern Ireland, security committees and such other machinery
as you consider necessary.

L ol'.!'al Aspects 

10. Separate instructions aill be issued.

11. Off'cnces arising from subversion or civil commotion remain
of'fences against the criminal la� and are to be investigated and
prosecuted by the police in the ordinary way.

'. 
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