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POL.F.28l-25/C4/FJS 8 April 1969

Dear :;1r, 

The evidence at the tirue of my visit on the 2nd April 
indicated that the c1 orces used in this attack �ere of the 
nitro-L;lycerinc group and Dr. !:artin 1nforn:ed r::.c !.hat the 
t\70 rr.ost co'.':..r::.on explo:.;l ves in Northern Ireland r1erc j?olar 
ar..1�;on g�ligni te and plaster gelatine. T:.e f'ollo;llng 
paragraphs urc vrri t ten on the a6sun:pt1on that polar .3.1:l:..on 
gcliL,ni te w-.i:J uocd for the a.ttacl�. 

2. There r.ero clc:ur indicntions 1n tho wrecko.ge that
explobioru; had occurred at six places:

(a) in the control �echani�m bcxes of No.1
o.nd No.2 tran�ro1•mcr�;

(b) in the ncutr3.l co.rtLing bushing on the
cart11 ing tr:1nsi'ormers e.suoc1a ted with
No.1 and ::o.2 trano.formers;

(c) on the concrete plinths of two of the
ateel lat�icc coble sup�ort structures
of ;;o.1 t.rc:.n ... _'ormcr.

3. ':,here ware no other indications of ex·plos-ion;.; but
it was irr.posoiblc to iaspcct under the collupi;ed cool1116
bank o.r No. 2 tr,:tn ._;:('orrr.•;r. I thin&. the collup:.:H:! v;c:.; tlt:.e to 
t:i::at and not to rJn tXplouicn b�t that ccnnot be decided 
:finally until the urcc;.1..0.sc 1-� cleared. 

4. 'l'ho charc:cu pl:tced in tho control r.iCCLuni6m boxes
appear to hnve been '.�bo 1.1t 15 lbs. euch. :;.':;.i;.r. cn._:1nccrs
�nid that tho lobu of' the boxeb wi tr...out o.ny a��ocitttcd t.!.ai!.:..1c:c
would not have been ai�u0tr0ub.

Inupector Gc:;crul, 
•loyal Ulster con�tr:bulary.
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5. The charges placed on the r:?1.1rthing trunet'orrr.ers
appear to have beon oboat 8 lbs. E.E.N.1. eng1n�cre
aald tbnt the loaa of the tPancf'ormoru alono whicll were
i;".;puratcd !'rom the ir.a1n trnnst'orr.1crs by bric� walls wo'.lld
have been beri�ia but not diaaa�rous.

6. The chargen on the plinths of the cable support
etructurea appear to have been a.:.out 2 lbs. c•1c.h. These
cl:R.r£>t3S by themaelves would probably have cauo�d very little,
real dac.isge.

, • '.I1.-.e1.to wore aevornl excellent po2i tions f'or ch,1rges on 
the tr•an6f'orraera thcrr.Gelvci;. '.rhe2e po$l tions ?lerc ea�ily 
vioible �nd acceu&i�lc und it 13 dii'ficult to undcr�tand why 
they were not uocd. It is �osoible tnat thd running tom�eratur 
o!' the tranut'or:-.or caoes whi oh io ,.iu.!. te higi1, deterred the 
sahoteurs. 

8. }ioa t o� the damae;e Bt the su.b bta t1on ·�as cau�cd by fire
fed ty about <!3000 gallons of oil i •• er.eh. tran�rcL'..icr. Tha
cooling bank. or. No.1 trans:rormer "Na.: pierced in .:;evcz,al l)lacea
nln,oE.t certainly be frn.E:r,cnto .from the control n:ccbanit>m box.
The tr&.lu»iormer case und tt!e oi.L :ic;i(lcr tau};. o� !�o.2 truru�.rormer
were piercen ar� a.in &lmos t �t.:rtoinly oc fr�it;;, .. cI4ts fi•.,,;.i. the
control ruecilanism box. DtH;truct.1on wa&:1 thcre:rore u consequence
of the explosions rather th�n a direct ro�ult.

9. I wn.., unublo to diuc:ovor the CHuse of it:ni tion. 71.e
flaoh and heat of the expleeions ap�car unlikely cau�es.
Eloctrical cnuoea seem 1Jore liked::,; tbc .J..'ro.dmcnti.. ,•:nich
ponetn1 i.od t.h� caeo of No.2 trun}.jfo:ru.er T:Juy well have roa.ched
the COl"e.

1 O. The :::,abota.,;,;e coultl have been Criri·icd cut by c.mc man 
with dirr1culty but on the basis of what I saw at tno site 
a sm�ll teRm 1� 1 •. ore prob�ble. ? nu :.J �bc.it..:urn need net have 
hud uny 1{nowledg6 or tran:.-d'orrnel' �ub !.. tH ti-;,.-::;, to ca1'I'Y Ollt the 
attacK but they were sufficLontly ukillcd in the uco of 
explosi vea to make up n n.ul t.lplc c.�aree and cle ton:. to 1 t 
ouccc�ufully. They used about 1dft. of �ufe.t� �uco a3 a tiwo 
·dwy. As thia would give then. ::,,,ni:iu"t.cu ,>cluy, they 1.tere 
coni'iclout or th.uir abil.i iy to lca·,e the area U.'1•.i.ct.ccted. 

Your� f�ithfully, 

FJS/L.(? 
Gener! 
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