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c I am attaching a copy ot a record of th0 · r::
discussions that took·place yasterdcy @fternoon· at st. Mo.wemi between tho Prime Ministor-. ,ani the
Home secretary. -· · 1 '.ti��·<,1
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I am sending copies of this letter to 
Graham (Fo11eign and Commonwealth Of:t'ica) , Dowler 
(Treas'tlcy') Blair (Lord Chancellor's Of!ico) 
Matthe\·1a (Sec.rotacy of State for Social Services• 
Office) 1 JaffrDy (Ministcy of Defence)• Smith 
(Lord Presidont's Office) and Het.Jlorinaton 
(Attornay-Ooneral 0 s O!tica), I am also sending. 
cop1ee t9 -�loyd J?nes and li0
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opar :5c�1net Office, •. 
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G.L. Angel, Esq. •
Home 0ft1ce.

(signed),, D .H • Andrews 
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SECRET 

Note of a meeting held at R.AoF. St. Mawgan on Thursda,y, 
August 14, 1969

Present: 

Erime Minister 
Home Secretary 
Sir Robin Hooper 
Mr. D .H • Andrews 
Mr. David Faulkner 
Mr. George Holt 
Mr. T.D. McCaffrey 

The Home S ecretar.y said that he had spol<en to the Prime 

Minister of Northern Ireland shortly before leaving Lon:lon. 

The Northern Ireland Governnent were expecting more trouble 

that evening. The Royal Ulster Constabulary in Londonderry 

were feeling happ:ie r about the situation since their mobility 

had been increased by the relief which the Special Constabu­

lary were affordimg on other duties. On the other hand, the 

G.O.C. had advised that the police might not be able to 

handle adequately any further trouble that evening and th�t a 

request for troops from the Northern Ireland Government was 

likely. 

The Home Secretary said that in his view, if such a 

request were received, the British Government would have tc 

accede. He considered that the objective should be limitec 

to the restoration of law and order in the limited area 

where this was necessary. It should then be the intention 

to withdraw the troops as soon as possible, leaving the 

maintenance of law and order to the police. If it were f 01.1..�

in the event not possible to hand back responsibility to the 
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civil authorities quickly, it would be necessary to 

consider what more formal administrative arrangements 

were required in this situation. He suggested that it 

might be possible to isolate Londondercy and to replace 

there the Royal Ulster Constabulary VQth a new police 

force which we would hope would carry the confidence of 

both the Protestants and the Catholics and which could 

be made responsible to local commissioners drawn from 

both religious groups. 

The Home Secretary said that, if the decision to send in 

British troops was taken, it would be necessary to issue 

a statement. He suggested that this should reiterate the 

constitutional position; explain that it was inter:ded 

that the troops should be used temporarily to restore 

order; and announce that it was the intention to have 

discussions with the Northern Irelani Government about tihe 

constitutional position arising as a result of the use of 

British troops. fhe Home Secretar,v s aid that it was 

important that the G.O.C. should have clear orders on how 

the troops should go about their task. He thought it 

important that there should be a police and possibly a 

civil servant liaison officer attached to the G.O.C. He 

was also anxious to have an independent assessment of the 

methods and activities of the R.U.C., and he had suggested 

to the Prime h inister of Northern Ireland that two police 

consultants should be sent to Northern Ireland for this 

purpose. The Northern Ireland Prime Minister had not 

reacted unfavourably to th1s suggestion and he considered 

that the two officers should be sent out that evening if 
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agreement could be reached. The Home Secretary also 

envisaged that it might be necessary for him to go to 

Northern Ireland himself if :it became clear th@t the troops 

were likely to be committed for an extended period. 

The Home Secretar� said that in his earlier contacts 

with the Prime Minister of Northern Ireland he had been 

impressed by what Major Chichester-Clark had said abGut the 

likely reaction among Protestants of any decision by the 

United Kingdom Goverrunent to assume full responsibility for 
. possible 

Northern Irish affairs, and the/effect of this on the 

standing and authority of the Northern Ireland Government. 

He had indicated to Major Chichester-Cl�rk on the telephone 

that morning that he was considening possible proposals 

for a new type of delegated authority if the situation 

required this, though he had not spelt out to the Northern 

Irish Prime Minister the sort of ideas that were being 

examined by his officials. As alternatives to the fui1 

assumption of powers by Westminster, he was having corni­

dered:-

( i) an arrangement in which the Northern Ireland

Parliament would remain in being in an advisory

or consultative capacity;

( ii) arrangements. under which the Northern Ireland

Government would remain in being but the United

Kingdom Government would as sume certain specific

functions in relation to the maintenance of law

and order;

(lii) arrangements under which again the Northern

1
. Ireland Government would remain in being and v1ou.lc 

act as an agent for the United Kingdom Governrnent 

in t'1e mainteru- co of law and order.
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The Home Secretar.y said that, whatever the outcome 

of the immediate situation, it seemed to him necessary 

that consideration should be given to the fundamental 

questions which lay behind the series of disturbances that 

Northern Ireland had faced over recent months. These 

issues included the status and composition of the R.U.C. 

which clearly lacked the trust of an important section of 

the community; and the problem of making the Catholics 

in Northern Ireland feel part of the community in a situa­

tion where politicaly control had been firmly in the hands 

of the Protestants throughout the years since partition. 

It also had to be recognised that there w�re increasing 

indications that outside influences were having a material 

effect upon the situation in Northern Ireland. 

The Prime Minister said that it w as important to avoid 

any appearance of using troops in the interests of one 

section of the community against those of another. There 

was a particular danger of this in a situation where the 

disruption was the result of the activities of a Catholic 

element. On the other hand it was clearly a matter for 

the U .K. Government if the Government of Northern Ireland 

were unable to maintain law and order. 

During the discussion, the Home S ecreta.r� reported, 

following discussions with Lord Stonham on the telephone, 

that the Home Oi'fice had been informed by the Secretary 

to the Northern Ireland Cabinet that the Hoyal Ulster 

Constabulary were unlikely tQ be able to maintain their 

positions and would be forced to fall back to their 

barracks. In this event a large part of the city would be 
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expose to the rioters and there would be a danger of wide­

spread looting. The Secretary to the Northern Ireland 

.. Cabinet had said that it w as likely that a formal req_uest 

for troops would be made later in the afternoon. 

The Prime Minister said that, if a req_uest for the 

assistance of troops was received, he agreed that this should 

be met, though it should be made clear that they were being 

used only in the limited area for which they were req_uested 

and that this was intended as a short term operation to 

restore law and order, and not to maintain it in the longer 

term. If the purpose was limited in this way he did oot 

consider the wider constitutional issue would arise 

immediately. If in the light of developments in the next 

few days the early withdrawal did not seem likely, the posi­

tion would have to be reviewed. In this connexion further 

consideration would have to be given to relations with the 

Irish Republic whose attitude had so far been unhelpful. 

In these circwnstances a meeting of Cabinet might be neces­

sary early in the following week. The Prime Minister agreed 
-·

with the Home Secretary's proposal to seru:1 a police liaison

officer, together with a member of the Home Of11ce, to assist

and advise the G .o .c. He also agreed with the proposal to

despatch two senior police consultants.

The Prime Minister said he was attracted to the sugges­

tion for creating a separate police force in Londonderry. 

It would be necessary to consider carefully how this v,as 

presented publicly. If the Northern Ireland Government were 

allowed to tal<:e credit for the idea, this could militate 

against the success of the proposal. He suggested that 
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consideration should be given to the possibility of encourag­

ing some members of the British Police Force to volunteer 
,, 

for service in the new force. The Prime Minister suggested 

to the Home Secretary that he should discuss with the 

Minister of Defence the deployment of the troops available 

in Northern Ireland. He also suggested that the Secretary 

of State for Defence should be consulted about the need for 

reinforcements of the present garrison and the availability 

of accommodation in Northern Ireland for this purpose •. 

August 15, 1969 
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