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lr'I THE HOl:E QT;\PIC:3 

_..,.._ ..... ;;;... .. M __ i;_� __ J:_9--5.L __ 

The P:i."imc .Unistcr ot: 
l"orthei--n Ix-clan 
(. ajor Chichester-C�ark) 

The Norther·n I1 .. eland. 
of Home Affaii•s. 
(1h-•. Porter) 

.·i--. Harold Black 
(Secretary to the 
rorthe-r>n Ireland 
CabinCv) 

ih-- . Blo om:t'ieJ.d (Deputy 
Secrcta1"y to the 
Northern Ireland Cabinet) 

said th�t the Home Secretary had 

doub · ; ...... l,hc:,:, a ·J c.e ti� 1;1ould be hel:p ml at the present 

ti1e \,lt:1- the attrn.da.it publicityi> and he had not been 

cnth· o:i.a .... tic hi:.i.scl✓
.., but .1,10 ·1ould be doing lesa tha..YJ. his 

d.' -�y if' he did no-'� co.::.-:: to cx:plain in detail the Eorthe1--n 

I;i.--o:i.ana. Gove:r-rur.cnt "" :.-cac-tion to the :points that tt.:.e Honie 

Sec:r\;;;tary hn.d. r,..rt to him on the tele:9.1one on 6th•August. He 

:1.oped -i;hat toe Eome Secretary did r.ot. f'ecl that he wo.s dealing 

'l:·i-th a dl...,'r•icult or cm1t•r·ury Gov9rn;nent. !!_1e H,gj11e Secre,:ta� 

a�su ed :ifajor C .. icL.::ste:i?--Clarl ... that he did not • 

.:.: · o .. C' ·· �hr:,. -;;.,..:> '1l 9.r1
. said -tho.t he ·suspected that a 

lot o:i: ·vh� Unltad -Kl1 .. gdom Gover::.uent · s political inf'orma"ti on 

1;..bo�..:t 1ror1,hern :irela:ad co.me. f'rom �1oce.l critics of' the Northern 

Ire:.a .. d Go· c::.-;
_.:i., cnt ··,h.o :P"'iJ;j;cd a picture which suited their 

case � .. cl ig .. ol. .. ed tl:� &uhota."ltial 1 .. cf'o1 .. ms launched in recent 
r.ionth::. n ,., ""0 ,[I.� to-d :�ajor Chichester-Clark that he had 

othar sou.rce.J o·? inf\n: :i.tian. He epeated that he considered 

that t}.,A; lo-tt::..n,n_te grie":a�ces on civil rights v,rere being met, 

pro.ricivcl- that locc.1 authorities in pl"actice followed the

po:'.ic:I.eo o':: the Goverruier:t o
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\ o ')n')d tho dircuonion by epoaJ�ing 

, ., • to 
no cntitlod to th3 ua ... o:r troops as any 

o : or pru: - o.,_� t .. o Uni•�cd Kln�dom The No�t'the ...... .o. Ireland
fl.,.: • ' 13 pos:;..ibi li ty oi' limit eel . intervention by 

t oop ... ..  ro · di: g gr-.1ve trouble But ·�he HiniS'ter of Home 
1 _;:e.:......, ··ou:�d be put in a most dif.f'icult J;>OSit,ion in dealing 
\'li +.b. riotin3 d�� 'by day if' he had. to conside1• both the law 
and orQur round £or calling in troops and. also the political 

� .· s could lead ·;:;o undcoi:rable delay in calling 
:But if trcopc: were not called in, the alternative was 

to �o--- tr..., '£i S9eciuL..,p 1ho wore. unpopule� l.n cc1 .. tain quarters. 

e I.:i could not viuu,.:.lise t ... :.e B S� cials being arr.ied and used
3ainst 1� u 1:1rbe�r. ,,<" th�population. If' "this were a.one, 

it 1ul I t..l c t.h.., :900.::.ib l li ty of' Southern Ire.Lund's intervention 
to prot�cli ... ".l" "hey r��r •"ed a their .. ith and 1�ln in the 
r.ort 1. I ,:uul · be pre!'ernble to calJ. in troops than to use 
the E .3 .,cialo� ·u,,t :i.:t' thJ.o v·e1� delayed in a deteriorating 
si-..un ion because ci' the conntitutiona.l conncg_uences, the 
.LTo thu ... n I eland Covew..ment might huve to mention the 
cons1.,i·" ·•Giunal rinks s a reaaon for noij calling in the troops 
to ge· on with it 

said that ha hsd always understood that the 
·Jozi tion throu.ghou·c ·!;he United Kingdom was that under common
law t:1.e mi:d.tary had OJ'l obligation. to ass�s-� the civil power
;here thi • · iaS necessary. He f'elt that as a matter of' principle· 

he \--:c.s entitled. ·to on aosura.i1.ce that this ccmmon law obligation 
·ran not in so e way ��uli£icd in its a9plication in No1�hern
l!"ela:cd, so that he kneYJ ,;iha-'G his resources were and could
truce a d.Jcis:.o:c on c&lling in troops on law and order grounds
only I·. nin -..,-:..cw the situation ·to be env.:..sagcd fell short

""' -:. 

/ o:.. t·:1.e �ta�e v1he:r·e r.m.rtial law wao imposed, but,tvihere :from 

t �r.: -to tiue ·the civil autho;t'i•ty could not <1.uickly restore 
or(,.�:-· ··:iv �cu.t the ass:ts� . ..nee of: ·t1.,oops. Troops he.d been 
uoet .:.:.i :3 ,lf" st in 1935 fer these :purposes. In such 
ci� �.J.ws c, ceA troops could be used in other pru.•ta of the 
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Uni tee Kin;{d . .:. :, c�:�: l:e f"o:i.t c.xtltlod to ask f'or a decision 
to ·.:.c ta · · . on ·uu .. ir· uce in No:;;.�chern I:.?oland on the aame 

Ii' tl10 g:i;•f\V8 a::.co1->der in a fev, streets in Belfast 
t.:n.e i;'>.:-C'."i1.),';J ue<-�lcend hc.d .made it neccssar�v to call in troops, 
j;'; \J'GU.10.. :'1avo bco:t1 an e:ictrc,�:rpdi11.ru. ... y coru;:1eq_uonce :f'or this to 

,1.,et d to t 10 sue.pension o:f: ·i;hc Northern I1 .. eland Constitution.
f7Tl"r-• T-1,, � <"...,r, --+n�,:, o.G·r:ed "the Nort�hcrn Irela..11.d Mii1.isters what 

..,..., -� .. �,, .. �1 

the.:/ con:i .de:;."'0d ·wo.s �-:.he :i.,..ole of' the ·;;roops in such 
circlunota:;.1ees .,1 Fa;·:,...-. C,r,j_c11r-,at.cr-Cln.rlc said that it would be ........... � � 
e. no1•mal ln-lie::."l"lal · securi t;f r·ole • The jf O,!!le .§:'."01retarz said
th3:'.; troc:pn had :.:10 °noJ:mal ir.i:ternal security ·role"•
:{r .. :ro�-��·r- sr.: .. id tl:.at they v·ould help to disperse unlawful

��--',_ ...... 

assemblies" r·-, __J,il:--f".ij; said that in 1935 they patrolled

e et�eets a.i.�d c0e�ched·houD�s.

�1:,0 ...J.:0]!•�=1'r--<'·�.£.!B_� said that the Northern Ireland Government 
seom.::.c.1.. t.o co:r�-tonpla.te the use of troops in a rather matter­
of-:Cc.r;t, way 11 \'il th the troops being called in ":from time to 
timcu to dc�al w1 th 11 da.v to cloy rio-to0 • He strongly warned 
them ugn1nf.;t; thl.nlc:Lnr� t.110.t troorJf.: mJ.ght pr•opcrly be called 
.in czce_pt no u 12.u·t rosort in :::wv0rely abnormal condi tiono. 
In pruct:L cc tl,..oops had �ve:t! been used in Great B1 .. i tain in 
reee::-.t timeu. Ror 'fTS.S it righ·� to call upon troops "to 
get c:n. with : .. t. 1i s.s though the maj.ntcnar...ce ot: law and order 
w� Oi1C of tnetr nor:nul f'unctions o It was not; where, there

v:us dir:o:rde:i. .. in overseas deuendent territories, e.g., Anguilla,

e the ::>aint;.;::n.a..').CO o-.r law m1.d order was the respon.sibili ty o:f'
nt1 .. r;i:l-qthcr:'.)d :police :forces, and not of: the troops, and there
nas speci:.1 Gt.atutm:ay provision in the Police (OYcrseas

The deplotrnent o� British troops in Northern

I:tlela.."1c1 v:e.s dJ.cta.ted p�:i.n';"'r!ly ·oy de�once considerations a..--id 
not in orde1� tht-.·;; they might be available to help the civil 

Z::r�t-I£::•�£Z!.sl:tt:!2�\t: ackncwledgod that there was a common 
lav: obL•.�2tion on "Cho ·militi.:u-.y to i:1clp the civil power in 
ar1y par· o::: t.rw U:n.i·�,ed Kingdo:mp suh;Ject. to the Commanding 
Officor'e jutlgment of what was necessury o It was just 

/conceivable 

The National Archives' reference CAB 164/577

© Crown Copyright



' .

• I 

con. .,:,i.. ')lo J h<".t ·t:t•oo:_?,-; might be usca. on a sol:':. tary occasion 
( c \ vc probt.bly · ,he cr..:;e i 1935) to doo.l •.vi th an outburst 
o.,_"' hooll'l", )"'1i("!�1 y:hich illlS unl1.kely to be l"'epoatsd, but he 
hi c ,lf' c .iev0d thct -�he c.trcumste.ncos in wh1.ch t:roops . 
\ ere pro!)c!';�Y C";Lllcd .:.n in I"!:orthel"n Irelar..d in pre.sent 
cL .. cu. !ctunceo · .oulcl 'be &u.c ... 1. that eve�-i if' they :l'cstc1.,cd the 
iC!.'l .. d.i"". .:; ,.... ..i tu�v5.on t� "e unde1 lying circumstances would lead 
to tr.eL. co::h�ir.ui-.tfi dcmloymant. · Tho use of' troops would mean 

l th"'t .1.h.,j 'I"' u .c� was ' �::01 .... tc cope v1ith the situation, and 
he h'"'d. : "

J
. v t-dly · ·ed -the J:'oi�thern Ireland Government 

to si., •c.� en ·;,,he i? 0U.C. co quic}:. y an :possibleo (Thie 
poi:-.. t v:a, u.::.Ve) o:x:d. later in the meet:.ng - sec below.) 

,·., �,,. .assured the Home Secrete..ry th.at 
th� ent had never conte· 9lated that_ 
t .. ..._ d, .. c.:'ji.on to CE-1.ll in �roo:ps would be taken lj.ghtly. 

s. .a. that it --:as certainly a last resort, and
\ nu · _co�nised to be a v-ery grave step. 
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,., io · 1,•icht.;=:,tcr--ClJ:->.,. .::·ljc. that he wantecl to ernphasi:c;e that
. ·- ---·· .. . .. -- ----

t'.e m.:.::.,, ns'ion o:.' the 1'1•)rt.:L ✓ .1.•n Ir·eL:mc1 Co11stjtut�on would bring
'l::cut the r.10 t .J'Jric.,us v cvj_on :f'Po�r. & 7Cr·y v;idc section of 
:::oden,te; i.-."'otcf;tt.n,, opi'l;...1.cn. !my r·ao.j_caJ. amcr.drr:cnt of the 
'3 ovcr.1.nc.1-': ;; f.' _ !'t!:l:.nJ. Act 19�<;, and in part icu.:a:::• the. suspenc ion 
of ·ch0 .. 0, .. ..;::��:r. :..1·�lunc4 ?ur·J.icmer�t, wou].d be rc[',ar·c.cd as a st,cp 
.:.n tr:c uL� ,c;' i ,�. o:' a rr.c..:·':;C · \'.'i th 1,he Ir-i::;h Repuolic. The lmv 
rt th;:.._ -'.:, there 'nouJ.d ·oe rio chanrc in i'Torthern 
::x·e1·:n, ... 1

..; pc��-:,_;_'."lr. L r. nar.,; o.: tr�e United JCint�clom without the 
coHs .;H t o/ t,' ic : ,·c .,:,c -r·n I re: Lr.d 1)ar·liar:,cnt, r�r.cl if' that 

c·�nrJpl \., ,l.t l� t,'Ou ru• to !:YlV.: "been x-e,n.ovcJ.. !.�ajor Ch:Lchcstcr­
Cl ... :::-}': ._, "° ·,, t.r nt r•1... ::,-0 Hot OV':,;l'-st""'tj_:ng the position in saying that 
t.1..:...: ,,cu.:.c.. L. , ) .... .:..·e r·e.,...uts; tne Protes·cant r•caction v10uld be 
ll .:.,ivf, 'r.( i: [ ,.t, I"� VC 1

\,' ·1.io.1.cr..t ino.oed. At the very least 

:r.cre; v,01.t:i. ..... :e no �o o:p ,_,.4.._,ior... w.:..th the troo:ps; and he could 
fo:r•c3t-e :.1 .... : tu.a�:.on in v·i"Hc.l.4 �r .. c troops r:erc sub;ject to attack 
by ti�e Pl"'.)t,e�tur.t popu]'lt:i.on of' �,Jorthern IreJ.and. 

LT_• Por�t...,.: �air1. t,w.t the people of' :i•;orther•n Ireland regarded 
t:-.. _; 1920 t_ct as :.re f'curdation of' thej_r constj_tutiono.l pos:i,ti_on. 
�hey �ou:d rcrard Ju�7cncion &� alffiost & tctrayal of what theJ 

'r:he !'c •. , i:- ::-'ec�•�t&r' :::a1G. ti,at such a vim-_r of' the implications 
01· s..1:0 pcnc...i11.:· th,, cc11:Jti.4-;1,,.�-;.01: had. never occurred to him, and 
it ·,.·::..s �•-1::;t r:.__ t :."ea.J. .:.st ic. He . spoirn for the r;hole of the United 

- Kin[.J.or.1 Co.:, .i.::ne, t l1: saying ·chat such o.n intent ion ':,as never in

i'orecur.;t o ...... 'iir c el'i'ec-:.; u:f' susr.1ensio:n rms an impor·tant 
considc.;rc1tj_on, ::...�'i he ·:rnul6. :ecpo!'·t it to the Prime :.finistcr. 

I��L ::..:.0nh::..1.:;. caid tha G he too nas impressed by v1hat the 
1':or·tLurn .Ir...:Jm,d ;,;inister·s i1ud Gaid aoout t11is. 

T"1�: •fo .. c nr:;cre·L2r_y sa:Ld thu--c Northern IPeland could not have 
it b ot·,1 Uc,,:rn. ,."D.j or Ch:i.chc0te.r-Cla.f'l,: r:::; let tor had asoerted that 

b. ti. t:i e..._ o (:;�.11 :;,.n T::i1"j_ tiDh troops ,�nd at the snrnc t irr:e thu t
l.0!·t •• 0r:i :.1 .... eJ.,::m� 1.·.as dcterr, :'.ned to have it.., oym Gover1::ncnt. But 

' . u 

/the British 

The National Archives' reference CAB 164/577

© Crown Copyright



• 
the Briti.s.h l")i.,.oJ.ic would. ?10.t tolePate the. use of British troops 
wit:J.out the Bri�ich Gove�nment. being in contr·ol of the. situation 
and t:r .. e -oolicics w11ich might a.ffect the position of the troops. 

, He spoke f'or the whole Ca::)inet in· saying that al though the,y had 
contingency :plans (2s they had for manJ' unlikely situations), 
they had :::o desi-r•e to assume greater responsibility for Northern 
lr•el..-;.nd a:f.·•:r.airs. It might be that the. internal situation vvould be 
no ·oetter• a:Cter- they had done so than before but the continuing 
use of troops would mnka political intervention inevitable. 
?,lr� Porter said that ·he ac1mowledged that Westminster was Sovereign 
but if' tbc: No:r·i.hcrn IrcL.ind. Government acted reoponoibly in 
dee j<J ine; unrl.cr the common law to cull in troops, why nhould they 
be removed rrom power? 

The Home s,::cr•etary said. that the, continuing use o:f troops 
vrould pre.suppose. a situation in vrhich the Northern Irelaln.d 
Goverr-.Grient v1as unable to deal with the situation through the 

� 

ordinary :forces of' lav1 and order. A Government which did not. 
cor..trol la,v and. order was not a Government in the normal sense 
of' the te.rm. This was· bound to have. political and constitutional 
consequences. Tt_e common law did not help at this point; it 
was coYicerned with the. obligation on the. military to help and not, 
with the political consequences� Even i:f the. local magistrates 
in England were to f'ind themselves in a situation in which they 
called in troops, they would quickly :find that the. central 
gov.ernrnent stepped in to control the situation. The same position 
wouJ.d inevitably arise in Northern Ireland. 

TH1S IS A COPY. THBtJRIGlNA(1$?�
!. 

rf 
CLOSED UNDER SECTlON s:{ OF ffie:1 
PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 1958 
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/ 1i t'", '\ .-L..1.L, .:--, 01 tlit.. e�1 I11cl ·irt'l. r ovorrnncr. � was1 Govcrnmcn t vd th 
. � 

ci, J C,l vc l. pov.1c:i·::.; on:q, 0 Alti-iougn i L vms 1:· 1:cporn; iblc f'or law o..nd 
· · 1 (l 1d c·�- 1, \ -.L· L. fJ' 01,·.,n u1·1nc(l cn:l'viccc, and thorof'ore:. O.f·,).81', .\:� ·" IlJlJ )L< i.., -

Lhe use;; 01' tr·c,�J}G ir.:.e.vitaJjly ·br•ought in the Un1ted Kin[Id.om 
Go�/t.j- .1,:.. • .1. · • �!nc t11oops ,.�,ePe the agent::::. of' Westminster, and 
Vies t111i,, ,., � .:r" \'IOL:ld 'be j n-volvcd. .. The :'forthern IrcJ.and Ministers 
vrc-r·c rJc;ht ln s..:q 11':r; thu t ::i. �:,'..•ro:r•d · of' Dc.moclos hung over thorn. 
In. ::i sii:;·cntior. j_n 1.-.rhich a:.".aI•ch;i,: was developing and. 
hacl to be. r0oved in t�ne �';orti1er•n Ireland Government 
J.. ..... ..... J,:;;, 11hc 15inis ter of Home Affairs v1ho 

the military 
mic;ht lose 
had the 

:.."cs::70::sici.l.i t.y !'cl' lo.\·, a.nd or,dor in Northern Irelaml, ·was a 
polj_ticirm, as the P:i'•ime Linistcr vms, and they nould inevito.bly 
hc.:ve to hf've rcr,�rd ·cc the .:?Cilit:.cal coLsequenccs of' calling in 

i\ aj c,., 8'!-' �.eh ..:G ".e::-GJ [ r-:;: cai6. th8.t for r.:r. Porter's peace of' _,, ... " 

:rr:inc. it 1.tou.lcl ·0 :r _"'Ec.& tl�.r r,clp 1_ o have soVie clax•ifj_cat ion of' the 
sort of ci::.·eumsta:.'1cc::; i.:.i. w:·�j_cn the use of' troops i•:ould have 
f·w1d.a!':1cntal cor:st j_ tutio:nal consequences. The Home Secretary 
s2.id Jc:-�o.-L t:1ere ·.:ere. ri1a:..;; .9erHiutat'ions o.f' the detailed 
c ircu.'Tls t:::.Ecc.:: i�1 v;1rdc:1 l�roops might come to be cne;aged, and he 
not tic hiz:s.:::J.:C- dm<.n to pr•c;Jcr•j_-be the consequences in advance. 

decision to be ta�en at the time; 
it was not o. n.m.:1,c�" o:' lav:., li' the Nortl:c1"n Ireland Government 
wanted to SUEgcst some cl'."lrif'icnt:l:on, he would be ready to look 
at i�, but the ecncral position was that if' troops were used in 
Nor·thern Ir-eJ &:n_C::. on any cont :'..nuing bas is, the Nor•thern Ireland 
Government could not r·cr.K1.in in control of the situation. 

��jor C�ichcster-Cl&rk said that he was a lso concerned about 
\ letti·�-;.t ·oe-t::ei�c:ra11; l<:ncun that th� use of' troops would have 
1 grav� const,:j_tutiorn . .J conccq-...wnccs. It mif:.ht cncourar,e the· extreme 

c:.l.vtl r"i.r:h·'�.; ] r:: (iC,P:, tu nL:i.1· 11p tho t1.-onbln :f'urU1cr jn tho hO'f)C 
of r;(;<.:ur· l.ne; t111J rcri1ov:1} of Lhc J; >X'Urn.r·n Ireland Govcrnrncnt. 

I The Houc ficc .. ·c:,:u•:z onid that thic poDr,i1J:Llity miGht also havo o.
soberi.ng cf'f'ect on the P1•otastant extremists. 

... ,.. -, -..- . .._. _ ...... J r-- --� 

� • < 

* � t .:1 ��.; ;-; �! � t, .. :""J ti

/DBTAILS 
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,.._,ou} cl J_,:1.�r J0 ,.11 hor.r he rg r:·Lcd it clone; the Northern IPolar,d · 

.:::..cceptcd tb .... t, juriE,lJ�V .. dcnt h•lly, 

l,11': o.:::·1-.l :n"'r 01· \'.'�S or..e o::· the f' ::'1darr;entnl, £l.ll-pcrvu.d.ing :functions 

oi• Gove:::·:1ncr. c, blAt :i1c Sc:\•; no c.U.f':f.'ic1.;.l ty &.hout i.i vin.g o:f:f the law 

- .:...rJi or·c'cr· :!..\.1.:rLctions 01:' the: :•:orthern :;::rel�t.I1d Govcrr.rncnt and leaving
It �auld on:y mcen someone else sittins in his seat 

UD .. ,!in·�stc:r- ct··1:o:r.c i ... 1' ... ·c_,.ir·c • 

_;;_0.:..l"'.lU ':..-;_ J _' _J_J_c: 1. poir. tc-:1 out tho pr:.i.c tic;;,1 cLi.:l'i'icul tiet3 of' 

[,·,c.r. :, uj 1i:•io1, c1 • 1·r·u,,011,:1J�.lit:i0:,, .,_· L;w 7l11itc,1 JUr.[;toin 

C-.>·1u1·1.·rc.ii., ,,:ilr t .:•L t,,c fwy:1.l tJl:.;Lc.;·1• Uo11r.;·[:,1LuJ.1,:!'y r;honlrl l;c 

r.:u1J:., t« ... -. t 1.: l t.:..y Gt1·cl.[�the:11c,l., tL.c money ·:oulcl i1u.vc to 1JO i'ou.ncl f'rom 
ot r 

·che 1 '-Ji;�·v:.ccs ::1or: r dr.,:Lr�i:..; tc.:r·ecl by tl1c Hor·tncrn L:e}: .. Government.

!1.11d the 1Jnl teJ :Kir.�'ion Go1.'er1·:J;1Em t, ii' rccponcj_o:'..o ::Gr' lt, .. ,And

01·der, coul0. not di vo1·c0 tnerr;se1 vcs :f'rom other _policies of' the

or·cler. l2Et At Stormont. 

ll'c1rind r.iinisters 
could 2'" vr.2, i:C' t:-iey w::..chcd, :J. deto.iJ_cd note nbout this.. Eis 01,·-.,n 

view '.1::.,2, :;l-iat '--', s1:,:ca::,-:)1t uivisior:. of' f\1.nctions W:lG very dii':ficult 

te> c:-rvios..::::;,3. Tlie loJL,lty o;_· the ��u.1::...1 Ulster· Cons tabulo.r•y rrould 

clc,,rly ..:10..ve �.:.o be t1·c:t.:Ls-·e1're<l to the Uni t.cd i.�ing(:om Government 

c� (le( he 'l[)':'CCC.c ,_.,,;,_t;l� :'ajor· Ulllch(:Dter--CJ.::r·}, that this would 
1 :i.t:..;c Lf' c'.11Dc c.L'.i'..'j.cl1.lticr.:i r;,1:i.cr1 ::11�_,;ht lo,,cl to more troopo hnvine 

t..;.� 
to b c u,..;ccl) .. h'.J. t t.c1c f.\:c:c':.a11cnt<-,l objection

..., 
t�:0

, t J ilW ·md order 
. . fro. _ 1 sprar,c :i:·ro;,: tlw -i;ot�,l :pol:i.ci:::G of .:i Goverrnncrn: ;.dlu. peo:;_>.Le s 

' . -

I 
.!. • rcncl,iono to 
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.. ::::r: to ·t'L .'; (. vex• l·t',"I �,nl1 ur•'J\Jl', they 1;m'..1lcl j.r.cv.�tuul;f h�,ve to tc.kc 
eve..:-· L c l· .. r·.:..,01· ..;ll� ·1.., >1.. t.1::: tu .. < .1.. pclic ics n:·tectL!C 1:rn•thr)r·_, 

thr,t he Llccq,tccl t .. t the Uni t eel 

', jecl.s io_-i ci• ".Le i,.o ... <.::c:r·r. l..r·ul 't.Dd Gover�1r .. ent r.i�.r_;h t rosul t in the 
j:-·oopf., L C: c,::;_�.in..;; .tu · r: .c:,,,' ir::rol ·.r�.cJ.. but bcc8.use 01· the likely 
:)1° utr::..,t� • .1.t r•c: .c·i, � 'Jll, 'he hope , t. [ t a I-Tor·ti1er·n Irclnn(l Govcri.::icnt 

''' I L (, ( <, l 1 'l r; '(, 1'£ 

c::,!Y•c; ,r,. c] .. ,, .. , ,. ,..,.f,t,!' �,�t' .... 1..1..•., �,.. 

.,., ··o ,,,,., .. C t-,r n
7

' 11 ' 0 .,,,. -->-.....,CJ'-'--�·-u.. J �· �1.,,_l. _, ... -> ...... -v..J..t...,I. • \. o C.A..1.. Lv.. ....... .. l L n"bou t 1·etu.ir.1.iE(; the 1Torthc1·n 
.IrclG.:.C. G'--'v(.;1·1 :,1cLt ,t!°.Ll Pc-:r•l.ih11.e11t, c:.:i:cl in the .int8r·cots of' all the 
pco:)le ,Y!.' r.c1•-c!'.1.e1:.11 ::.r•cland it ..,-;a�:; r10::citi1 while cons ic.lcrinG whether 

ty should be 1·ccoc;ni·sc6. bt:.t tha. t 

wi5c :· ::.c :..1, ir ... c:::. udin:.; C�ichcstcr-Clark did 

,,,._ ·r O ' 1JUt t ·i n r· i· "· ). ' c..lt,j• ..... .... I -"- u L, • 

IC -=., �rice [..._ u(! ..... TlC �-.. :"'.€11 81.J:ir the I ox·��.1,c.e11 Ir·cl1. ..... L .. 1. Govv.1 1i.T11C.11t -. uflincd. 

1-:-'--,, I''· �--· r• +• ·'rlr a.·,. , . •  , . ,--·1 l ;  �-, ,.;,.:,...]" n r I " V b s· 
1 �l,..:., l.,.1CvJ.Orlu OUv .... J,,, J v.lJ.C .c.d•.: «.lt OlU.CJ. .l..Lv .Cl O ,,ln <•u ,,,, :..l ).S • 

• :1rt ·t)t' c 1.i.c 1-.�,t.t-:1•-(;l:,1·�< ::,::-... :i.ci he hnc ca:f'licr thoucht that he 
_.:,, __ ,._ .... , -- . _____ .. __ ,,. ______ -

1:J.:.c Gn.itcd K::.n[_;.7on: Govcrnmc::.:t to put Lh 

ti1c cmcti tutio111.tl coI:f:iequenccG 
t]::c disc1J.Gv:ion had .:_:or:.e, 

, I 
,. 

o::· using tl'OOpS' but in 
he Jiu not as� �or this at 
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rp _.c ,, __ ... , 
c· 1 ...J t.,' tlA- -',C.,<J.1. .. U�_

..... r,r r-. 

- __ -!. ,_,�J� ;r�c�s 
--·-----

... 'ci'c1·c,11cc 1, . ..: : :r. l'ol'tcr to 

: or-:. ._c,_•,,. I.,· :.Lc.11c ... Govcrn:.c,.t. could no -'c co11ti11UC. 

i.1H:JJ qJ <. 1. ( 

l L .t · ,c, u(,l.!l 

so.nc-cior...s . 

It ·:1c2 t,n.·ccd. t..:10.t this u. cpe".!t oi' the r.wttcr need not be 

' . 
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• 
·h.i'h' C'1.:..cr ,<

, t ,,r-c· 9..I'k. :-::a,i� Lhat on the previous evening he had 

] c }n "';:1u O"':'e,'ctnisers of elm Lonclonderry parade on 12th 1.1' ;w:3t. They 

uore taking a re3:;;onsib_le atti tll.d.e ancl would that day meet t:b.e "opposition" 

to SG.2! ·.-:ha, �-reemcm t coti.ld ·ou J • ..:heel on the detailed arrant;ements, 

inclu1.1.in[; thu route of th� rnarcn. It was perhaps the period immediatel,y 

after th0 march which was the mo.:;;t dangerous. Even if there were legal 

powers to c:ose t:C.e pubs, it 1-J2.s doubtful whether this w,)Jld help. Nor 

would. i 1, he} p to ban a march which wa3 so popular ancl l,Jcadi:tional. · An 

extrc1,:e Prot.cr; tu.nt co1..aJ · · C:, .. _ly organise a march in defiance of Lhe ban, 

with Jreater risk of disorJur. Another source of potential trouble was 

�he parade of th8 "Hiber!'Jifms II a few days later. Tnis was a Roman Catholic/ 

Nationalist pa:cade which cuuld hardly be stopped if the Protestants were not 

'J:'he:, L0n.o �; ,c;.,,,r_.,i,:,r.r �;i.,id U.;.it .it would bo worth con::iucrine whether 

Lh, .re 'tVn·c 0U1' :r clemon::it ro,tj_on,� which mi,r;h t be extremely provocative and 

could 08 ::::top)ccl. 'lhe Kot'";101·n Ii·1,llnd Government mich-L well reach its 

decisions on the basi,:; of ':1hether they had the police strength to enforce 

a ban. His o,•m. decla:r.-ed policy after the Grosvenor Square demonstration 

i-:as to consider each case on its merits. 

M:r. Porter s3,id tl:'.,,at he hacl made it clear that he would consider each 

proposed march and j1:.dge it on the basis of whether it would lead to serious 

disorder. 

Tfr. Porter also mentioned in passing that the civil rights organisations 

i-,ere now 99% Roman Catholic. 

CS GAS 

'I'he Home Secretary informed the Northern Ireland Ministers that in 

rcr;pon;.;() 'Lo l'i,ijor C.1iche::;te1--ClCl.r}: 1 o let tor of L)th August, tho United Kingdom 

G )Vl!Y'1lfJ,(;,1 t t-!1,. ru 1·uacly to (!6rco Lo the u.s0 of CS c;ao if the following 

1...,dclit.i.orial ccmc1i t.i.on Hi1.3 r�aticfi<..d:-

11Riotir1g was to.ld.n2; pL:1ce on a substantial scale, was causing 
injury to persons and extensive damage to property, and was 
prolonc0d; and if -tb.e use of CS on the minimum scale necessary 
would OE: the most efficient and humane way of dealing with the 
situation". 

/Major Chichester-Clark 
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• 1 <,c Ci.ict, '·t,,, --81 c • •  s1•;t •''.:',•c:;Lecl that the noH condition might 
rum:. " "Ja,, c;· .. :usin•; in,_ 1 ... t'y I o J,erson:::; �1nd/or extensive darnacc to 

he Northern Ireland 

:Mir.is t•,rs of t}rn ,)oli tical d·w1.1.:,;ers of Ming c;:; go.z in view of the popular 

1Ihe police in this country used gas only egainst 

hi3hly da11storou:-; criri.inals ,mo could. not be arre..;tcd by other means. He 

vrollltl w1d.0·1btedly :ie qu.estionea. in the House of Commons if CS gas were 

:tsGd in Iforther .... :.relo,na for crowd control. 

At dii'"�'ercnt �)oints in t'he d.iscussion the Home Secretc.1r;'f urged the 

:ro:2t:.ern Ireland. :lini:Jtt-rs to .:;tren6-'chen the Royal Ulster Constabulary as 

quickly as po.ssiol8. 

1· o::.'thc::.'l1 I�·, l 1.r.d .. 
a:, t...<t. ·lJ.ct· �.ll., 

:1ud ...; · 1 icl/tl1tt .. it II<,�; 

Ee ..;;2,id. that every time he heard of a disorder in 

,, told th-::,,t the R.D.C. wac :sorely overstretched. He 
in-:, 
an1:.i..t�· of L'irst pciurJ.ty to incronse its strcnt:rth

....,11d to J.ncLtJ.e n t.;..{;n,ir prorJot•t,ion oi' h'.ornar:. Cath(>lic:.,. 

:.!1·. Po.r-r;e" .32,,id that in the long term the reconstruction of the 

R.U.C. depot �-,oulc.i. hel?, ar..d in. the short ·cerm additional class rooms were 

ready· to core �,i th a11 increa.:,eJ. number of recrui vS. Tne Inspector-General 

est.i.mded tl:at ·me present strBncth of 3 
7 
200 should be increased to 3 ', 500 

if i -r; •.-;as to be suSfic::.ent for normal purposes and to combat sudden incidents. 

It vras hoped to achieve -this increase within three years, but this was the 

minimwn period. '.Ihc R.U.C. already enJoyed the sa�e rat03of pay and 

allowances a& poL.cc forces in Great Bri tain
7 

and he imagined that there 

,,ould. be objection;.:; to go:..n� beyond these. Since May they had been eoing 

disappoiriting when the alternative to a strengthened R.U.C. might be calling 

in troops, wi tr. all the consequences this entailed. He said that he very 

m·Lich hoped that the increase to 3,500 would be achieved within 12 months. 

He agreed that at this sta[;e it was better not to fix the establishment at 

lcigher ficc1re
7 

but that i-rhen .3, 500 had been achieved, the Minister of 

rfom"' lcffair.s mif;ht w.J.nt to raisl; the establishment a_:;·ain. If the rates of pay 

and. allowanc0�3 vrere holding back recruits, he 1-10uld be glad to see what could 

be done to help; an undeu1anning alloKa.nce might be justified. In view of 

Hor;. .• e··n I.,,,e:;_and I s special needs there might be a case for not keeping exactly 

::.n line with Jreat Bri·cain. /lTGc of police 
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• 
S'.i ....... Fl1.Ll.1.12 :nien said tha.',_-�hc Home Office had exarnined the

po"'s:i.hil.ity of tL(.; ::?..U.C. twin; police officer::; from Great Brivain, 

after : t ·r s :cno::n that the Northern Irclanu Government hail themselves 

Su.eh a proposal would run into substantial 

!.--ea:. J.i.Cfic'\,'i.�ties, as there '.Tc..8 no authority to spend money in Nor',hern 

,rJ:l.l }·111c 10 lv:·1,I. ,'10,.J.Pu<·J of :1lu f;,o�ruphy c...dtl pripul:1.l,:1011 uf N'orLhocn 

ll·d ·1, rq th �.Y rrch1lrl no, b0 th8ru in r_;ufficient numb0:r·::::: Lo apply the 

technic.1..1...�, lt< c-ci. a,, u':1e; Gro,,v .... r.or �·c1t..al'b d.er"ons"t'l'.'a'l.ion; and they would be 

worKin6 alor.f;sid(c; R. U .C. of.:.'.1ccr;.; with differen c traditions and different 

methods 
1 

(;;,.c;. 7 ·une U8E: of ,,atsr C c.,.."U.on. 

'fn.c L'"lme S,:r,rc tary said that he had never really thought that this 

idea vms feas�..,-'-e. 

I-i&,;cr Chicl'.cstc:r-Cl.:::rk: said that he had hi!'jsolf been responsible for 

raisin6 the s"..1ggti.3tion, out he �1rced that the use of G .B. police officers 

would no" be ScLtisfactory. 

mi6ht also canse p:roole:ns. 

The differences between the two legal systems 

:JTa.j,)r Gli� cht · tc-:e-G:.ar<.. s,:-,,id uhat the No1·thern lrclru1d Government wore 
' 

,1ot on-Lirc:y n:,_r:)y aLout the il. u .c. If they came to the view that it 

t-Iould oc hc:::.pI't:. ... to have c.111 ouL;id expcr• in to advise on such matters as 

organisn.u.1.on cll'l.Cc training, he hbped that the Horne Secretary would be able to 

hel:;:i. 

Th� 1�om0 SE�cret2.:r-.v arid Sir ?hilip Allen said. that help of this kind 

i;-rou::.d be im.n1;,dJ.u. t 8ly :rorthcomi.vr. It would probably be better for tviO 

_senior poL.ce officers from this country to go to Northern Ireland for 

this pu.rpose. 

11:ct.'Ot' C:hicnestc�r-Clark ca.ia that the idea at this stage was tentative, 

cJ...Yld confidential, as it was important for the morale of the R.U.C. that 

th,,w should not believe that the outside advice had been imposed upon them. 

T'.'le Hor.ic Sccr0 ·,ar·v said that he entirely agreed with this approach; he 

would wait to }�ear further fror.i l'fa.:jor Chichester-Clark. 

/Press Statement 
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• 

-L)J:>nu tl1;..t th0 LC1.. ,in\.; c ,n:3i,: tqcl of £. cuncral di..;cusuion rorum.ng 

ov�r· th · :-,:101c :<-'i eld of r-:o .. · ,hem lreL.i...--ul affairs; anrl that there 

Copies -co: :.1r. 
iVir. 

J'.'Ir. 
:fr. 

I,Ir. 
":\K-....,, 
J.•.1...1.. • 

Ho,p�r 
}i1riec
Wacidell 
Cai rnc r'oss 
Norch 
JlfoCaffrey 

I 
--

B. C • CUBJ30N
11 .8.6s,.
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