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In further discussion it was suggested that, if the situation in
Northern Ireland deteriorated to the point where intervention and direct
rule had to be seriously considered, independence for Northern Ireland
might be a preferable alternative. The threat of declaring Northern
Ireland independent might have a profound effect on the population there,
There would be enormous difficulties in direct rule, particularly if it
was imposed otherwise than at the request of the Northern Ireland
Government, It would be helprul if a Working Party of officials could
examine the alternatives to direct rmie, in periicular the various
possible forms of independence and their juridical and financial
implications,

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion; said that
there appeared to be four broad alternatives open to Captain O!Neill,
First, he could announce that he would proceed with further reforms
as quickly as possible; it would be surprising if he felt able to take
this course, A more probable course would be for him to seek a
delay of about a month before making any announcement on reformj;
this would be acceptable, If, however, he sought to delay progress
for an unacceptably long period or tc make an annnuacement now
which would close the door on further reform; Ministers should meet
again to consider the position, The Home Secretary should arrange
for = Home Office official to visit Northern Ireland before the weekend
to ensure that nothing would be said in The Queen?!s Speech or in the
subsequent debate to postpone progress on himan rights for an
unacceptably long period and to ask Captain O!Neill when he would
wish to visit London and, ir so, when his intention to come should be
made known, It should be made clear to him that there was no
intention of pressing him to come before he judged the time appropriate;
Ministers would accept Captain O'Neill!'s own views on this, An
interdepartmental working party of oificials should be set up to consider
the varicus possible forms of independence as an alternative to airect
rule, on the lines indicated in discussion,

The Meeting -

(1) Took note, with approval; of the Prime Minister!s
summing up of their discussion,

(2) Invited the Home Secretary to consider how best to

pursue with Captair O'Neill the issues indicated in
the Prime Minister!s sumrning up,

Cabinet Office, S, W, 1,

27th February, 1969
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