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Background :Note 

I.R.A. Threat to Assassinate 

Sir A. Gilchi->ist 

On his return from a visit to Germany at the end of June 

this year, Sir A. Gilchrist Ciscovered that he was oeing provided 

·;rith a strong secu.eity guard by the Irish authorities. The 

seer,, tary of the Irish Department of �xternal Affairs, Mr. Mccann, 

called on Sir Andrew s110rtly 8.fterwards to e1nlain that protection 

was being provided for him against the threat of assassination, 

and refer:ced to a number oi' anonymous letters which had arrived 

at the �mbassy containing threats to the Ambassador's life. 

�le subsec1ue:;ntly lec:,.._t'nt that the 81-,ec ial Branch of the Irish 

Police a.id not believe that the letter>,Swere connected v1ith a 

threat, but clearly had some other strong evidence of i�existence. 

2. Sir Andrev, was told that the danger to :'lim was greatest at

pubj_ic functions. _ie is _provided -ui th a t\/:enty-four hour guard, 

of sane twenty me;n in all, u.nd a motorised_ escort when e travels 

oy car. Bodyguaras stand close to Sir Andrew at all cocktail 

parties, sit next to him in the theatj_·es, and dur·inr; dinner 

parties guard the house in -;:hich he is dining. In the last ten 

days, the guard provided has been doubled. 

3. The threat is clearly directed only at the ACTbassador. It

is not cert8.in whether it comes from the lfu'\. itself or from an 

extremist splinter group. 'rhe J_rish Special Branch aprear to 

believe that they should be able to identify and eal vri th the 
,\ 

potential assassins, and our m,rn Special Branch think that the 

security is adequate. Tlle one com1-,licating .factor is the 

/reluctance 
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SECR�T 

2. 

reluctance of the Irish Government to t·.tke fir•m measur0s against 

the I "tA, partly for i'es.r of making ma:r•tyrs dnd giving them free 

publicity, and partly because a residue of rniliuant anti-British 

sentiment is s t i 11 to be found among i.1any- Ir•ishmen. Al thou�h the 

lrish Special Branch has a good repu�ation in safeguarding people 

unde� threat of assassinaLion, the situation is rar from 

satisi'actory. 

4. '1'11e lr·ish Charge d' Ai'i'aires, .Jr. Brennan, \,as sur.ir.oned to

the Commonvrmlth Of':'..."ice last AL,gust to discuss the thre2.t and what 

ought to be done about it. Dr. Brennan was told that, wh:Ue we 

apI)reciated the preca _,_tions which the lrish authorities ·were 

t akini, we hoped that everything :possible was bein&; c..one to deal 

with the source of the threat so that befdre long precn.u 1�ions 

would not be :1.ecess2.ry. :Jr. Brennan said that he had been informed 

that the �rish Department of Justice did not regard the present 

situation with undue apprehension, and considered that there was 

no reason to fear immediate violence. 'l1iiey \rnre continuing the 

prec�utions in oraer to avoid taking any chances, and also in 

order to deter those responsible. Dr. Brennan was told that 

H.l.I. G. continued to take t.he matter very seriously, and would

f'eel happier if some progress had been 1Jtade in track ins d.o�v11 those 

r·esponsible and thus removing the source of' the dangur. Dr. 

Brennan una.ertook to convey this to his Government. 

5. During the last week in August, the police guarding 8ir

Jl..nclrcr,' s residence distur·bed but failed to catch a couple of 

intruder's. '.i.'he .Jri tish .:::lpecial Branch learnt i'pom their ovm 

/sources 
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SZCRET 

3. 

sources that the intrude_·s 1.rnr in fact IRA men on a 

reconnaissance of the premises, and so in formed the �rish 

Police. The latest assessment of the threat from the British 

Special Branch is that ',7hile it mu ,t clearly still be regarded 

seriously, there are signs that the IRA may now be conside�ing 

kidnapping rather than assassination. 

6. '.!;he strain arising I'Pom theGe threats has been considerable,

not only on Sir A. Gilchrist, but more particular·ly on Lady 

Gilc1 r.:_.Jt, and he '::as consic.. rinf auring the summer v1hether he 

s:_ould not ask to retire - he was Notionally 6u on ·1 9 December 

1965. ne has now reconsidered this and believincl �hat the threat 

is now J..ess serious than it vms has decided to continue. He is 

in any case due for retirer.1ent on ·1 9 April, 197u. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

I.R.A. Threat to Assassinate

Sir A. Gilchrist 

On taking my nevr responsibilities for relations with the 

Republic of IrGland, I �as concerned to learn of the threat to 

assassinate H.R'i. .Ambassador in Dublin. I am aware that the 

authorities in Dublin take this threat seriously, and I 

appreciate the extensive precautions which are being taken to 

protect Sir Andrew Gilchrist. I also understand the particular 

difficulties Of the Ir·ish Gove1�nnent in dealing with an 

organisation such as the I.R.A. But as I understand it, the 

precautions are on such a scale as to affect Sir Andrev, 

Gilchrists ability to lead a normal life, and it is difficult 

to think that a situation like this can be allowed to continue 

indefinitely. The need is to remove the source of the threat. 
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