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October 51. 1988 

The Prime Minister met the Prime ,Ainister of 
t..h.e Irish Republic last eve, tog in tha Hous a of 
commons. At ,ir,. 4Ynch's request the initial :{k1.rt 
o the meeting Vias a private one etween tile tMo
Prime r,iir i ters. It Jas ngreed that this part of 
th meet,inrr should be off the record. I un.terstand 
that l'ir. 4Ync.h's ma.in purpose i 1 requesting this 
private discussion ,as to enabl , him to explain to 
t..ne Prime • inister the interna.l poli ical pressuros 
which he faced in the Iri 1 Republic on r lat on.s 
vi th �01-rtllern Irel • For the latter part of the 
mceti the Irish .1mbass or and I wore Jresent. 

he Primo inist r of th Iris..'1 Republic ex lained 
to tile �:lme ·�1inister his concern about the recent 

vsnts :1. rorthern Ireland and said tik'1.t, in the view -
of his Govt;ranent, the proble C, arose ba.sically out of 
rartition • . He referred also to local Gover ent 
fr-unchise, the arra.P..gements for local elections and 
discr�nimtion in Local Authoricy administrltion. 

'l1he rime ii int .. � ta1-a r ,lied by saying that he 
r0cognised ti.'iat the Prime inister of the Irish 
Republic :faced his own inter .. 1 v.r ssures and tha,t it 
was un� rstandablo t.11at Mr. Iqnc.n should feel 
cone r'ned .bout ev nts in ortt ern I1� land in 
part c, lar a.bout the Catholic element thore. He 
emphasised, however�, to ir. lqnch tba t the internal 
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- affairs of Northern Ireland were a matter which fell
within the Jurisdiction of the Norther Irish
Parliament. There was certainly concern at Westminster

.._ about the recent events. These were matiters for
,_. discussion between him and the Prime Minister of 

Northern Ireland who would, as had been announced, 
be coming to see him next week. 

The Prime Minister emphasised to Mr. Lynch that 
Captain O'Neill had demonstrated that he wanted to see 
reform and liberalisation in Northern Ireland .. If the 
temp :irR.turo of relations bet,veon the Irish Re )ublic and 
Northern I!· """ruid were . hrnvever, raised by public 
stn.ternents� Captain o 1Neill's position would be made 
more difficult. in Northern Ireland. This could only 
delay, rather than advance the process of reform and 
it could indeed undermine Captain Q t Neill's position 
and aut.hori ty. The Prime Minister :pointed out that 
8:!J.Y successor would be almost certainly less liberal 
in outlook and int�ntions. 

On the question of partition, the Prime Minister 
said that this was a matter for Irish people on both 
sides of the border. He referred the Prime Ministor of 
the Irish Republic to the pledge l1e rrif.tde in the House 
of Commons in May 1965. He said that he had repeated 
this pledge that afternoon 1n the House. 

There was some discussion about the announced 
decision to appoint a Commission on the Constitution. 
The Prime Minister explained what the Government had
in mind. The Prime Minister of the Irish Republic 
asked whether the effect of appointing the Cormnission
would be to prevent any changes in Northern Ireland 
until the Commission had reported. In reply the 
Prime Minister explained that the terms of reference 
which were proposed would not preuent action on 
matters which fell within or close to the terms of 
referenoo of the Commission. The Commission would be
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required to take account of any such decisions ttw.t 
• might be made. He V/8.S not,, of course ,, prejudging · what might emerge from his discussion with the Prime

Minister o:e Northern II�lan.d. 

At the end of the meeting there r1as discussion on 
what should be said to tne Press w�.an the Prime Minister 
of the Irish Republic \Vas• meeting lo .. tar le"'8t evening. 
It was agreed that the l"ress mignt be told that the two
Prime Ministers had a full exchange of views on 
relations between the United Kingdom and the Irish �� 
Republic. 111ey had di::;, cussed economic 1�a1a.tions and 1n 
pa,1?ticular how the Anglo-Irish Free T.r�ade Area Agreement
lIB.d been oper·ating

1 
and the· Common Market quetit1on. 

On Northern Irelana tha Prass would be told that the 
Prime Minister of the Irish Republic bad explained his
Government·'s views on recent events in Northern 
Ireland. The Prime Ministe11 lad explained that the 
interna.t �:es of Norther,n I r1eland were matters f'or 
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� said -that he might wish to Sf>¥ that he had flly.vUi
expressed the view ttw.t tho s1tU£i.tion 11.rNorthern 
iealand was the result basically of partition. 'l'he 
Prime Minister said that ha would then want to inaicate
that he tw.d replied by re-a firming the pledge he gave 
in May 1965.

As you will sea from today's Press the nrime 
Minister of the Irish RepNblic Vient weli beyond what 
was agreed and, indeed, has.misrep11esented what the 
n1-ime Minister in f'lict said to him on the question of 
ptrtition. 
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I am sending a copy of this letter to Barrington 
(Foreign and Commonwealth Office). 

(sgd) D. H. Andrews 

Geoffrey de Deney, Esg_. • 
Home Office. 
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