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Ireland: the R ••• Jubilee -------�-----..... -----------_... ... ____ ..
I should be grateful if you ould arrange 

for this letter to be copied to the appropriate 
people in the inietry of Defence. The 
incident reported is another instance of the 
Irish Government's unv1111ngneaa to offend 
extremist opinion. 
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British Embassy 

Dublin. 

9 Sept�er, 1968 

I am giving a large party on 13 September in connection 
with the Golden Jubilee of the R.A.F. The guests include 
representatives of the very numerous Irisn...men who have 
served in the R.A.F., members of appropriate Embassies, 
and a number of people who have helped over the v1elfare of 
R. A.F. and other Bri ti,sh service personnel and pe'nsioners 
in the Republic. 

2. I Ei,lso invited the Irish l.;:inister of Defence and
severc1,l leading officers from the Irish services. It would
be nor�mal for them to accept, especialltv as they are all
people with v,;hom I am personallf on the best of terms; but
they l1ave all ref'used, the refusal having been la,id down
by tlle Minister of Defence himself.

3. The explarntion does not lie in anything V✓hich has
happened in this country but in an incident which took place
in Northern Ireland some three months ago. The Irish
Chief of Staff', General Mac Eoin attended in Belfast a
part�r given by the Air Officer Commanding Scotla,nd and
Northern Ireland in order to· celebrc;,te the R oA .F. Jubilee;
su--;h contacts are normal and reciprocal. On this occasion,
however, the rieneral' s visit was given considerable publicity
and numerous photographs ap)eared first in British and then
in Irish newspa,pers showj_ng him on :t'I'tendJ.y if not convivial
terms with the military representatives of the f'orme:r (?)

i1.C.C. Hunt, EsCJ.., CJ1.f!. 
Commonwealth Office. 

/enemies . o .

The National Archives' reference FCO 23/192

© Crown Copyright



• 

enemies of Ireland. 
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4. The adver0e effect of this publicity was considerable.
There was widespread hostile comment and a series of
questions in the Dail which were u..ncomfortable for the
Minister of Defence and for his Chief of .Staff 0 

5. It has been carefully explained to me in .private that
the refusal to attend my party is not intended to mark
a:ny change in policy or to signify displeasur'le in any way:
it is merely that the Department of Defence cannot at
nr�esent expose itself to the risl<: of further adverse·" -

crttici0m.

6., The Irish also point out m passant that the recent 
subordin.a"tion of the H. A .F·. in Northern Ireland to an 
Etrea comrnancte·r hundreds of miles away in Scotland will have 
led to matters concerning the activities of the area 
cor.1mander, vvhile in Northern Ireland, being handled by 
neoule uno,\1are of the delicate relations which exist between 
... ... 

the North Bnd South on certain subjects; so thdt a l<een 
Press Officer may have thought that in giving wide 
circulation to photographs of General Niac Eoin hob-nabbing 
with the &.vicient oppressors he was helping forward the 
.cause of Anglo-Irish relations; whereas in fact he was 
doing. the precise opposite. 

7.. This is a minor episode and a minor setback; I daresa,y 
it 'Hill not be long before it is fo:L'gotten. But it way be 
just v'!orth �,our 1vvhile to clrD,w attention to it at an 
ap11ropriate level in the 1'.'iinistry of Defence ◊ 
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