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S HCRET

1/¢e British Embassy
. Dublin

5 July, 1968

S,

The T.R.A. and the Republic,

I have the honour to submit the followlng
observations on the extent to wnich the rule of law is
violated or endangered in Ireland by the existence of
illggal political or%anisations>which the Government of
the Republic is unable or unwilling to suppress.

2. The principal such body calls itself the Irish
Republican Army. Organisationally considered, it is

the proscribed military arm of the legal political

entity known as Sinn Fein. However, it 1s wrong to
regard the I.R.A. as obediently carrying out instructions
received from Sinn Fein; on the contrary, the political
attitudes struck by Sinn Fein are dictated to it by the
I.R.A.. The names of both branches are intended to
claim an honourable descent from the men who liberated
Ireland and to manifest a determination to recognise
neither the frontier with Northern Ireland nor the
"26-Counties CGoverrment” in Dublin which has more or less
accepted that frontier de facto. (In point of fact the
actual survivors from the Revolution and the Anglo-Irish
war are mostly members of '"the old I.R.A.", a sort of
veteran organisation of which the President and the Foreign
Minister are strong supporters. such people by their
earlier history and by their continued existence do in a
sense give countenance to the activists and make it more
difficult for measures to be taken against them; but 1in
the rest of this despatch I shall use I.R.A. to mean
simply the believers in violence, the heirs of Pearse who
regarded bloodshed as "a cleansing and sanctifying thing®").

/3. The I.R.A.

The Rt. Hon. George Thomson, M.P.,
Secretary of State for Commonwealth Affairs.
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