
BELFAST, 4. 

BT4 3ST 

18th October, 1967. 

In view of the Northern Ireland debate next week it 

/ may be of interest to you to see the attached up-to-date 

summary - prepared last month - by the R.U.C. on the 

situation in relation to Republican Clubs following the 

ban which was imposed last Spring. 

The police Security Intelligence Review, the last 

issue of which was sent to you in July, has now been 

discontinued in view of the more peaceful conditions which 

now prevail. 

Our Ministry of Education are publishing tomorrow a 

White Paper on educational policy as it affects grants to 

Voluntary Schools. This will be an important document and 

as there may be some "adverse" reference to its proposals 

at Westminster next week it will be as well that you should 

have a copy with relevant local press comment. We will 

send you a copy of th e Paper tomorrow and will follow this 

up with press comment later; on the whole we would expect 

the reaction to be favourable, though I am bound also to 

say that the Roman Catholic hierarchy may well react adversely 

and t heir attitude will certainly be reflected by Nationalist 

parliamentary spokesmen. It is our expectation that Roman 

Catholic teachers and laity may well welcome the proposals 

but of course are unlikely to be in a position to say so 

publicly. 

R. M. North, Esq.,
Home Office,

Whitehall, 
LONDON, S. W. 1 . 
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F-.:.·io:r to the bn.n on 1io✓ubliocn Clubo in Ifortha� !rolrne. b'J' t!10 
tUniotor or Uo;ne :££airs on 7th 1.:a�h, 19S7, ::i.b:>ut ,;o such Uubn 
m:iotcd in northern .I=ol2.nd l:!lld othoro ·:ore in the coura:;, or .r'o:."t:l:.:tlon. 
It rma tho intantion of the I.R.A. to tl:JO t!1os0 Clubo M c. i'ron·!i 
orc;n.-tlootion in tha atlllO ucy a.o they uoccl :.iinn .:'oin Cun�c (Club:J) 
for their milite.nt builcl,.u.p prior to the opon.u,e oi' tho co1;.po..:tcn of 
violonoo 1n 19'.}6. Dy a·troot� ito mot1b-,:,ro to join :.apubliocn Cluba 
tho I,fi.JI •• hrA hoped to provi<lo a solld political. \"line in UorthCl."n 
Irolcnd \1i thou.t flhicb., tho;r WliWO; miU".;ont o.ctiOil r.ill not IJi.'I.CC.)Od. 
Tllo bonn.ins ol tho C.l.u.b:J 0/EQ Wl Q. S0VOJ:O blow to thG I.n.,. ond hCUJ 
undoubtodly croo.tod problomo to"I: thoo. 

i1olloriine; tho imposition or the bo.n the looocro 0£ tho ne;.1ubHcc:."l 
liov�ont and nenbora or tho Diractorato o.r �1cpublico:n Clubc nn.�c nt.r;:)nc 
er£orto tllI."'.J'.lt,h the codium of tho i>roso :md tclovioion to colici t 
CU.[Y'"vOrl for the Clu.bs on.i oondcranation of the !.:inicto.i:' 1 o o,etion in 
bon.."linc thor.i, oln1minc thnt tho Clubs \Tore I!lainly interootcd in cultu..:cl, 
trade union and co--opar-..1tive :projooto imd tho doy ... to--d.aiv !)roblonn of tho 
co�ty. On' Sundey, 19th linrch, 1967, a. ccotinc to J)rOtoot Cc,""!:l..inDt tho 
bo.n wa.o hold in a ea.Co in Chapel I..n.na, DclfMt. About 00 po:.:-c�m.-:. ottc.nd.od 
inoludine Ur. lia.:."'T'J .DIALl)!t.u, 1.: • .r-•; !�. Gorey r.'!T'.r, H • .,,,•; Dotty .. ;:;_1c1.,.ra 
(Comrr�tlot); Derck l' .... T-21..3 (Co::nunisth Thomas IJI'i.'OliZLL, ex-Or.i"J...j1 i.kud 
prisoner and o.ctiva l!lOmbor or I,ll.A./Siiln P:oin; e.nd F'l:-.:.ink :.::OGLA.O.;, 
Dol£ll0t, on e....-dont.,,IcadeJ: of tho Ropublicun Movomont md noobor of tba 
Ulstor .Dirootora.te ot nopublican Cluba. Countl'..'y oo:cbol:3 of the Dir�tornto 
woro eloo preoont. T:.-.a i'ollowinc rooolu.tiona ,10:co road and pc.nGod nt t:10 
meetinu;-
(1) 
(2) 
Cl) 

'.i:ho withdra.mil of tho- ban on Ropr1bllcM Clubo; 
Tho illtine or tho ban on Uopublicaa :publioutiono; 
The removal of tho oa.th oo e. requiranont r or tho hold.in.J of public 
offico; and 

( 4) :!locto:::aJ. ref om to g-errymandarinc.
Arter tho oootina tho polioo dctainoo. �o::ib-n:o of t.'le Dl.rocto� .. 'l:to for

quostior..ino and infarvio"7od othor nC'Clboro a.-t; thoir hom3 or on th-3ir ,•;ey 
to it. 'Too i'oota or tho meoti.ne wore obtainocl and reported to the 
Attorney Gon•:)l."OJ. who 0,0:.'.'.!0d tho�o WM no ovid.onoo t:10.t it hod h,icn 
ors"Onised in breach 0£ tl1a •. !1...-tl.otor' a Ord.Gr. Ho cliroctod., hoHovo�, t!io.t 
aev-oJ:.•al of those who nttonJ.,,d ohould be r1CX11od thnt continued m���r;.;:u, 
or a praoc.ribed orer..nia.-;i.tion would load to e. prooecution. 

Aboat the bdc;i.nni.'1.C or t.p::dl, 1967, the :k>uthorn fio:J-iblicn.n loo.Jor::; 
.rorr.t0d a.� ei.::;ht-nM .�ction Cotmtte� within tho Club.:; \1ith tho obj::)ct of 
koopinc them active e,n::l !'orcinc tho l)irocto�.::..to into t�:in-> r,-0Jit:i..vc 
action to d.Gi'eat tho oon imr,oood in lio1.·•tho:i.n lrolml(l. A copy or n. lo:l!'!.o� 
irmuod bJ tho -�et.ion .;o;:ir.u.ttoo iG attc.ch.::d.. ?:.1i3 r-ot lrith littlo o� no 
ron.ction i'rom tho 0)-.l'l.C:ral r,ublio. 'l�o outd'.)Or public p:rotoDt r:io,/i;i.11[;3 
hr>;vo bo0"..:1 held) one l.n llarQ'..\1.'0t ;;qu�:i:.•c, no,,TJl on l:)th ,�:>ril, 19G7,
attcni:1od b'J about 30 pconlo a.n:i ono .1.!l :mocv llo ,;ti'Oat, I..ontondo:.."":::y, 
on 6th 1;rw, 1957, i:llcn. t\bOixt 100 :vo.rcono wo:::o D=oo�:1t. I:o crc�t in'.;0:t-.;:::t 
rmo ohO\:n in tho s:-,o,-.::oro who nr,�)Oalcd fo-: c�1.:.J.:-;0.rt �--o.:.n:it tho b:•.:i l'�1!l 
nt tho aono tiI:lo mn.-o c:xr:oi\tl in tlloir choico of uo::ao not to co; ... � t 
thonBolvco by oo-:dtt1ns r.icr.1borohiz, of the r�ocr.lbod vlubo. 

J.:urlnc the p�Jt for; montho tho Olotor .Diroctordc of .i!opubli,�.:.1 Cluu� 
hn.3 h:'.d ocvcz;'..:.1 dincuo:rlcmn L"l :10:cthcm I:::olnn:i nrnl ...J.l."O to i'inl �.1.c b ,!;t 
method of £io1tinc tho bc.n on 11er,ublic::.n Clubo but li.:.ivo boon ur.:l'::>l.: to 
O{;l'OO on polio:,. '.:he youncoz:- clo:1ont or the ,top:iblicri..'l ::ovc.-r.:::..---.t ro-:v:.; u: 
te.kins oontn in .i-nrlirncnt but tho olJo:r orub�:r:-o i:o.rnno to co:1·1.l<.ltJr c ... -i,y 

ohan__,'78 in tho oxiotinc; policy. �1e .Dlroctor�to hD..D boon sovc:rol:r 
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�iticiood by oc...'1bom £01: rocorr1..11endinc thn.t a. petition o� 50,oco 
oio:w.tuxoa �t th.o bon sl:i.o'tt-J.d bo collcc·tod O.i.1only. 

It io ovidont thnt tho ban hen been cf£cctive i."1 thnt it ha.a <.:nrb.'".ld. 
thG spr�o.d o.f lrioh ncpublicaniom a.part fror.1 a SL'lD.11 e,Uc-h '' .. r<l c:.��r.t 
which oxioto in ouch plooco e.a Bolf('..et, LonJon,.lcr.!"J City, "outh i)c�:'f, 
n�,n:-.r, Co. 1mm ond Goalioland., Co. Tyrone. i11oro io civor-J indicn.tlo:.1 
tha.t tha Clubo in them� Gr"�US '.iill cr�J.du.-:i.lly COMO to oxiot i."l their 
p:i.."Oaont form. Tha luL.A. h,.'.ld ho!}ed thnt th0y wou.ld provide a. colid 
r,oll tic� Wine in Northern I2.-oltmd but thcrJ now connidor thio will r...ot 
m...'\tcricJ.iso and that the ;oroocnt oet--up of tho alubo o;1ould ba dinbon:lou., 
'l'11oy boliovo that I!lilitont e.ct.lon will not cuocood without a. co'.l."'ld 
political wine rut thi� oo.nnot bo oohiovod o.t :p�"'03ont oo the r ... l.L. c.nd 
Llinn E'oin o.ro not pullincr toeothor ovor tho quoation of takinc sea.ta in 
I'nrli�t. 'l"hol."e ia a. crowine atooophcro of cho.."'l{.."O within t.lio i.~J.nl:c 
or the .ll0X3ublioc.n :,'lovcmont and tho loo.1.orGhip i"ool they mu::;t be ':i:OoiJ:;f 
r or oht'\1\_,�s to l::oop vri th th0 modoi.-n trend in r.oli tio�. �ho lo:J.J.ero oi' 
tho I•�1..l,. havo loot con£1donco in the �ocu.tivo of tho l"i.01)Ublicnn Clubs 
in norlhe1-n h·olv.nd and feel that tha Clubil will not .function co.tiorr:.ctoril,; 
under Jinn li'oin. Thora ia a succostion that the r.a.A. m.ey try to iorr.i a 
now poli tioal party in Uorthom Iroland �hi.eh \1111 enbrnco all ohcd�?o of 
!�o.vublic3n opinion whoroby procrro:Jaivo £1.."l·i modem r..olicioa con be folloued,
includinc tho tald.."16 or ooato in .PurlilU'nont ao well a.a providinc our,po:r:t
roi: tlili tan�.. action. Ma oreaniso.tion will bo oo�u:n.to i'rom �;inn t'oin
end un'ler the· control of tho I.rt .. A. M. e£fort 1a boinc made to oatmu.
Rormlicon opinion a.bout �lis and At tha noxt :.;.L'"ln Fein Ja:d li1�cio coa13
·dolca:�toa rJJJ:f l)l."O:posa a rosolution· aur,portina the now ]?G,rly, ita aims
and objeotivos. uhould this bo de!'eatod, tho 1.;1.1i.. J!JZ1 t.hroaton to
broak rroo Sinn Fein c.nd eup:port tho ll,0\1 party oo thoir political wi."lC•

, .. 
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Republl9Nl Olub, 

1 • Sinn rein la the p0litioal wins ot '\he rnilitan, 111,ah Rep�1oan l!ovotao111t 

ot ,rbioh the Iriah Republ1oo.n Arm, l• "h• military wins• Thfl I•R•A• hao boon 

proaorl.bed undel' the 01Yil Autboriti•• (Speoial Powera) Ao'\1 (Norlhern lrolund), 

1922-1943, a1ncM 1922 and when the I•R•A• oampaip ot violeno• wae r•nowod 1n 

1956 Sinn rein waa aimila.rl.T 4eo1d't4 '\o be a prosoribod organisatiorh In 1964 

6$.nn Fein, reoosn1•1na the tutilit7 ot 1aini115 support ln Borthern Iroland tor a 

proaoribo4 organiaatlon, 4eo1de4 to prooeed witD the formation of Republican 

Cluba aa "the Cirll Wing 1n the north under ihe oontrol ot Sinn rein". 

2. The Republican Club■ t\lnot1on in exuotly the awn• wa"J aa Sinn Fein Clu·..r:J

and delegate■ attll'ld the annual general meeting ot Sinn Fein• Their objeots, r..a 

deolared in their oona1itu,1on, include the overthrow or Ena).iah rule 1n Ireland 
11t-4• 

an4 the brinline into etf•otiY• opera'\1on througitlrele.nd ot the Proolama.t1on of 

the Republic, Easter, 1916• {Th• oonsti'\utlCJa of' tb• Republio of Irelcmd 

.. 

maintain• the tiotlan tba'\ it extend.a aver the whole ot Ireland.) 39 Clubo b .... ·,e 

been ••tabli11he4 in Uorlh•rn Ireland and a'\ the end of 1966 a direotorato wruJ 

toxmed oovarins the nine oountie• ot Ulster• The 41r8otorate, whioh is subjoot 

to the rulo• ot the Oovernina J3od¥ ot Sinn Fein, ooneist1 ot eight men nll of 

whom are l•ad1ng mombere ot 'lh• Irlsh Ropµblican Uovomentt five are memb ra of 
t>{ the I.R.A• A' the ii• ot th• tormat1onp\he 41reotora'\e a move waa ma.da to 

raver\ to th• title ot "Binn rein" but thia waa 4efeate4 l>eoau•• ot tho 

proaor1pt1on et the organiaatlon• The total uiem�erahip ot the Republioan Cluba 

in Uorthern Irelan4 1• 427 1 116 ot whom area known to be membera ot '\ho I,n.1. .• 

3• The I.R.A. look on the Republioan Oluba as tru1ttul 1ouro" of r�cruito :md

1n tuture neari, all I•ll• A, memboro 1n Northern Ireland will have to bo m0 1boro

ot the Club•• Th• I,R,A. 1nten4 to encourage 7ouna men to �oin with tho

eventual •bjeot et NOrUitment to the I,R.A,t '\he Club• will provide oovor undc� 

)J I�. {k. �� � 'r IV· l� 

,L � � (.o.vMA.t:> v', -u.a. 

� �t)�
�Va�
��,- OL\t� . 
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whioh I.R.A. meatin,,s and training 8osoions will take plaoes and it will booc,me 

diffioult tor tha polioe to differentiate botwoon I.n.11. mombere and tho 

ordinarlly pol1t1oa.lly minded mombGrs of Clubs, Tl.ia I.R.J... hopo thot tho t,lubs 

will booomo tho aentro of aubvarsiva aot1vltios in Northern Irolemd. Th0 I•?.'-­

ho�w that the Oluba will plny a major pa.rt in au0;nontit11,( tho ,10rk of 1�oononio 

�1.W6',noe Direotori�s aet up in all parts ot Irola.nd by their oduontion 

d&pnrtmont, 

4• A mo0ting to protest at tha Uothom Ireland Govarnmont•s dooiaion to 

prosor1ba Rapublioan Clubs was organiaa,1 in l3alfna t on 19th ?,!aroh, 1967. '<'l'l'is 

waB the moetine attended by M:r. F1tt and Mr. Diomond (a mombor of the iforthorn 

- .., Ireland Houae ot Commons)• Atto� the meoting considerable preso oovaruga wu,

givert.to the detention ot four of those present for quamtionlns. All woro 

momboro of the Ulster d1reotoratot tho :remaining mombers were queotion d o.t 

other times• I 
The imposition ot thia ban ha.a provoked oontroveray both in Nox-thorn Ireland 

and in Oreat Britain. Proteste are made on tho e;roundo thnt tho bon cravely 

afteots the oonotitutional rights of monilioro ot Ropublionn Clubs to voioe 

opinions oontra.r1 to those held by th.o Govorrur1G>nt and tho fundnmontal ric;ht 01' 

freo eleot1on to Paltliament• Against thio 1a the rtew taken by the Northora 

Ireland Govorr1me3nt tho.t the R0publioan Cluba a.re a front ore;anieation for t 10

I,R.A. and ar0 under the control of Sinn :F'oin and thut the aim ot both these 

prosoribed organisations is the overthrow of the Northorn lrel�nd Constitution,· 

by foroe of arms. Aooord1rigl.y public safety and the need to maint.ain law and 

order roquire tho maintonanoa in thoir full vigour of tho .anareonoy Roeulutiono 

now in foroe in Northern treland• It is notowo�thy that 1n 1959 the then 

Attomoy 09neral, anon, tht proaoript1on ot Sinn Fein, oxrreaaad tho viow that 

the regulation neither atteoted nor purported to affoot the election laws of tho 

United J<inll(lom. He wont on to nn_y that the r-igulation would render llablo to 

proaeoution any onndidato who,for instance, issued an eleotion address to prcmot� 

the obJeots ot Sinn Fein. 
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