
Despatch No.6. 

Sir, 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

British Embassy 
Dublin 

29 November, 1966 

Valedi�tory Despc:1tch. 

Now that I am leaving Dublin after nearly three 
years, it may be helpful if I try to assess some of the 
very interesting developments which have occurred during 
this period in Anglo-Trish relc:,,tions and in the balance 
and direction of politics as a whole in the Irish Republic. 

2. Between the Republic and ourselves there is now
greater respect and understanding than for a very long
time o Across the Border, closer co-operation has become
an object of r,overnment policy both North and South w The 
sudden up�urge of militant anti-Catholicism in Northern 
Ireland under the influence of the Reverend Ian Paisley 
has put a stop for the moment to open Ministerial exchanges, 
but I feel confident that this will only be a temporary 
setback. Nothing very dramatic has been achieved as a 
result of the many contacts between Northern and Southern 
Ministers and officials, but the barriers previously 
dividing opposite numbers are down and the habit of looking 
for areas of mutual interest has been established. 

3. �here is no reason to suppose that the recent resignation
of Mr. Lemass from the office of' Taoiseach and the
succession of Mr o Lynch, formerly Minister for Finance,
will affect the policy of the present Government in regard 
to North-South co-operation or friendship with Britain. 
Mr. Lynch is well disposed towards us, he shares Mro Lemass's 
realistic attitude to economic problems and, being a much 
younger man, he should be even less inhibited than his 
predecessor by traditional animosities, which can still at 
times bedevil the handlinp of issues between the two 
countries. 

·· 

The Rt. Hon. Herbert Bowden, C .B.E o , M.P.,
Secretary of State for Com�onwealth Affairs,
Commonwealth Office,
London, S oW.l.
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4o From the Northern point of view, the significance 
of the historic meeting at Stormont between Captain 
O'Neill and Mr. Lemass, on the credit side was that for 
the first time the Republic had given practical recog­
nition to the administration in Northern Ireland as a 
Government to be dealt with, and had by implication 
tacitly accepted both that Partition would last for a 
long time and that, if it were ever to be ended, this 
would have to be through friendship rather than hostility o

On the debit side, die-hards in the North saw this new, 
deliberate rejection of traditional h.dtreds as a sinister 
threat to Ulster's constitutional safeguards. Immediately

..,..­

hostile reaction to Captain O'Neill's cordial gestures 
was forestalled by his clear public assurance that nothing 
but practical neighbourliness was intended and that there 
would be no tampering with Northern Ireland's position as 
part of the United Kingdom .. But there were rumblings of 
anxiety among the Unionists. There developed in the North 
a suspicion that Captain O'Neill was too much of an 
idealist, that in preaching the brotherhood of man, and 
equality of rights even between Catholics and Protestants, 
he was going altogether too far and too fast. Some people 
there bepan to say that 0 1 Neill was Dot really one of them. 
He was an aristocrat, an old Etonian and had served in the 
Brigade of nuards. He was a little detached from the 
ordinary people of the North. He was also secretive and 
there V✓as no knowing hov1 much further he would commit them 
without really sounding out the opinion of the man in the 
street. Ecumenism had already deeply disturbed the 
Protestant community as a whole, but especially in the 
Nerth, where they had been brought up for generations not 
so much on Protestantism as on anti-Catholicism. Captain 
()'Neill had made a point of having Catholic priests on the 
platform with him on public occasions and this had shocked 
them even more than the kiss of peace between the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Pope. Vias he the right 
man to lead the Unionist Party? 

5. At this moment the Reverend Ian Paisley began to be
taken seriously" Reporting on these matters is not withi�
my province but it is impossible to give a balanced
picture of the present state of North-South relations
without including Daisley in the assessment. According to
newspaper report and comment, Paisley's antics, and the
fact that he had inspired, whether v�ttingly or not, the
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formation of a militant force of 1Tlster Protestants 
wi. th a nrogramme of violence, were condemned by decent 
Northern Protestants o But the uncomfortable impression 
remained that he was striking a responsi.ve chord deep 
down in non�atholic Ulstermen. Origi�1ally trained for 
the Presbyterian Ministry, he had parted company with the 
main community to set up his ovm independent Free 
Presbyterian Church witb the object of organising a more 
effective defence of Protestanism against the inroads of 
Catholicism than the established Protestant communities 
seemed capable of doing. So, wrutever f'ollies he might 
perpetrate, his heart was �n the right place. Vvhen he was 
imprisoned for unlawful assembly his followers tried t£) 
set him up as a martyr. One woman testified that her 
husband, having mocked Paisley, had lost the use of his 
legs. rr11ere was good reason to fear that when Paisley 
was released Captain ()'Neill's leadership would iJe severely 
tested o

6. }:eanwhile, in the South, the main reaction to these
d8velopments was one of contempt o One Southern journalist
spoke of the 11 sordid face of Ulster Protestanism" now 
beinp, laid bare. Many feared that Protestant violence in 
the North miP,ht lead to counter-violence

,2, 
first in the

North and then in the South o Happily, vatholic and 
nationalist reaction in the North has been surprisingly 
restrained and these fears have proved unfounded. Some, 
includinf the Republican Minister for External Affairs 
himr-;elf, profess to draw encouragement from the Paisley 
phenomenon, as a sign that there is a movement of opinion 
in the North away from communal hatred, a movement which 
the reactionaries are trying to stem o All liberal move­
ments have produced their episodes of violent reaction, 
they say. �he hope hds also been expressed in Dublin 
newspapers that religious and political discrimination, 
now exposed, us they put it, in the ,searchlights of the 
world, will somehow con1pel the British Governrrrent to inter­
vene in Nor1...,hern Ireland with results that could, in the 
estimation of this group, only be favourable to the 
eventual reunification of Ireland. 

7 ... Paradoxically, despite the increasingly critical 
view taken in the South of· what they see s,s imperfections 
in the North, it is fair to say that for most political 
observers in the Republic Captain O'Neill's stock is 
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very high o Althouph his partJ sta:rids ::Lor co11.tinui�g 
uriion wi t11 P,ri tai '1, he an ,ears increasi 11r,ly to thinki 1-1g
peo-ple in the Repuh:ic as the rort,hern leader most likely 
to break: dovm. comr,mnal prejuJice, v1l1ich he hir11sel1 abomin­
ates DB n Yle.anti ve ·v-icl destruct L ve :f ore:e in northern 
Treland, 1J:_d \'lhich the ,c)ontl1crn Tri.sh see as the r:1ai:ri 
nhstacle to Trish reu:1ificn,tio11. rihore .,·c1s n,ccordingly 
mucll an;�iut 1 r in T)uJ,lin v1.hen divisions in the Pnio11.ist 
nrirt.Y, sl u:1,rpened r,y 11 :1,isleyism, lecl rece11tl,y to c1 serious 
challenpe to r'aritn,i11. "''1',eill's len,c1ership, and his emer�e11.ce 
fron thj_s crisi,s vnth the PnioYJ.ist .,, 1,rty re-u11.ited behi·1d 
hir] was r-reeted ,,ith relief. rr11ere 1s res 01ect here for 
r·r. ?rL1,1 raul1(ner, wl10 WcvS Ets.sumecl to he trH-') alt2rnltive 
leader� J·ut less f�ti th, from the Re�1uhlic�t11 st_ ndpo111.t, in 
hj_s alle_crec1 prc,p.,m_,,tisn th'tn i'.1 tho ide�ili:.-m tLttributE-:::d to 
Captain ('\?T'"eill. But l1e iubl.LC.'.Vl S.)'l'Y'I) JthJ for C:t:itai11 
r 'N ei 11 is reo,inn.=L '1° nov.r to be teuperod perhLJ,ps by L.L certain 
impc.Lti ence; U1e,_: wi 11 e'--pec;t llis g'.Jod neigllbourl,i policy 
to shov; results in srnnu 1orn or c'L.nothl r before lo;1p,, such as, 
f·or exarn·r,le, in ➔ he s<,bolitio:1 of' certc:i'1 inecj_u,.,lities ,Jf

locLtl ro)c·esent{.,tion l"'et,·een tho Cdtltol1cs and nrotestants, 
or in the rodr,i.,ing of co11sti tuec1cy b01r1daries. 

8. So f\cr as Anr-,·lo-Tr1r�h rt,L,tio·1s ,trc co�1_cer11ed the
first ir:1-oorLcLnt Jevelo,1ttent Jrorn t,hc TPisi1 noint of view

J. ,,__ � - ....l 

was ths cori1inp to l)O\Jer oi Lhc "'"x,.,bour rove1) 1i·1ent. '17he
Labour ") artJ had al ways r· een thoupht rnore . sJnp�1,theti c to
:rrish :,')r oblems tl1an the Conscrvuti ves, "·1.J in· ltny CJ,se they
v1ere, of course, poli t,iec1,ll�r 0·1 ,osec: to tl1e PnionL=its
represe11ti '1g nor-· J1or11 T rcl, i,nd ti,t "J e::-:;tmi nstcr. rihcre was
some d1 .:-110s i ti on to boli eve Lltd,t tt10 ·1rn·1 Gover"u ,ent would
r..ove LLc 1)fficial British JO,C'.i tion on :-\Lrti tion some way
at least in the clirection desirou by the IrisL, t"1ut the
r:overvrr:1ent in 1Jublin were cle,.-',rly tol "l th2:,t t LG �ri t isb
0overrv11ent' .s nosi tion rm:ui 11ecl unch 1,nped :Lrn l trk,t they
would f-1:';,i ntai 11 ,Jn a t1ji tucle of benevol 0;nt., cleLachrnerit until
such tine ,1,s l\Topth ,1,11.d ":outh rni0hL cor1 e to thm;, ,,i U1 an
ap;reed scheme for Trish rou"l.ific.•1,tio:1.
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9. �hen there was the negotiation of the Anglo-Trish
Fre9 Trade Area Acreernent. Seen aga,inst the historic
ba.ckground, this seemed an almost unbelievable development o

It was initiated by Mr o Lemass himself' on the basis of a
hard, cold assessment of the Republic's own material
interests. rrhe danger of economic isolation outside an
all-European coalition had heen recognised for some time,
and simultaneous entry into the }�uropean Economic
Community with Britain had been judged best because only
thus vmuld the Republic have a chance of retaining its
specially advantageous trading arrangements with Britain.
The Free Trade Area was specifically shaped to make possible
the entry of the ReJublic into the European Community on
these terms.

100 rrhe political opposition in the Republic, led by Fine 
nael, attacked the novernment for not securing enough safe­
guards for the smaller· Irish industries which were bound to 
go to the wall when the Agreement was in full force. rrhey 
complained that the novernment had, with reprehensible 
light-heartedness, committed the comparatively new and small 
industrial complex of the P.epublic to what could only prove 
to be overwhelming competition from their infinitely greater 
a-11d more powerful industrial rivals in Britain. In general,
however, industry in the Republic has given the Agreement a
favourable reception, realising that sacrifices which will
have to he made in the ten years allowed under the Agreement
with Britain would in any case have to be made within a
shorter period if Jreland 1 s target of entry into Europe by
1970 were to be achieved. But the nrosnect of smaller
industries going under v1ill not be accepted by the present
G-overnment, with its slender majority, \Ii thout a fight, as
it maKes them vulnerable in any b�re-elections which .. may be
held in sensitive industrial areas. The two Opposition
parties, Fine Gael and Labour, say they will not form a
coalition, so that bogey �10 longer threatens the novernment,
but Fine nael, with a new, progressive, liberal manifesto,
have lately made great progress with the electorate, as
shovm in the results of the Presidential election ( see my
Despatch No.5) and they may run Fianna Fail very close at
the next General Election. Even ii they came to power,

/however 
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however, there is •10 reaso11 to f e1.1r trtat tlley v1ould 
re·,udi_,-"te the Pree '"'lrade Area Af;reement. 

11. T£itel�r the agricnl turn,l corm 1Uni t�r in the Re;;Ublic
ha,ve ;· egnn to think tlic-tt the Free T1rL ,,de Area, Ap:reortl·!nt
W[i,S over-sold to them by the tii-1ister of A2:r1cul ture 
( as i 11.deed it was) d,nd lie anrJ the n-over 1T ,ent are currently 
under fire beccui-�e Irish f,�:,rmH.-es llL ve not roa;ned the 
j_I','}j1edic.1,te be11efitf' he is t..,11\.)Ufflt.., to hc:1ve JH'OL1lsed then, 
hut there is no general suggestion in inJustry or agricul­
ture ·L11at the A[1,reement is bnd for ti-ie Hepublic. In our 
estifiltLion it is likely to bring a subJtl1ntidl increase 
of trade both Wc"LJ'S, in excess 01 the rate of' increase 
already recorded bet\veon 19t:J9 and 1968, v1hj_ch wc1.,s from 
aJ11roximntely £100 million to £170 milJ.ion 1n ec1ch 
direction. 

12. rrhe Republica.11 extremists were f'oroseea.,bly critical
of the Apreement. rrhe redction of Sinn rein was thD,t,
like the rneeti 11.g at Stornont, it represented a betra,fal
of the Re 1uhlican cr�use. rrhey would have no truck with a
pe---1,cef11l, co·1.r:;ti tution1l a.,ppro i,ch t o  tl1e reunification
of Treland; w1.connrorYJ.ising host,ili t,'/ to Pri tain was the
only po 1 i c,)r so lori.g as the Borel er r6Il1c..,i 11ed. rnher are
without nolitical Pep:;.·esentntion at present, but ar'e
e;ry:iectecl to E!c"tke -'t hip effort at T.,he nevt 0enerdl rlection.

13. P er1nwhi 1 e, the T .R. 11_ .  , the militant arm of ,c:; inn Fein, 
had carried out a nunber of f,,cts of violence or J;Potest 
8P[J.Lnst vi,siti'1..P PritLSh vn,rr:hiJS, .:1,p;,tiY1.St the visit of 
Princes,; 1,rp/1-ret :--i,nd her tu.shD,ncl to theiP relc Ltions in 
the R01n1hlic, c1gD,ivi..r;t a hol1dc1,.';r visit h,)r some roJ soluiers 
from the J\J orth, i Yl f ,et arru,i ,�}:,t c1nythinP, h:J; l;.)8rli 11(1; in the 
Re )Ur'lic v1l1i eh h'id to do wi tl1 the ?ri tisll Armed ForLes or 
the Bri ti.Jh CPovrn. Tiiis w,ts in f'ull LLCc;orct:�nce 1v1 th 1;1lFLt 
was l<nJwn by the Trish Special franch 0f curPent IoR.A. 
diPecti ves. At Easter tuid JrerLI', · 1IL8YJ. 1..,he b0th An11.i vcrsary 
of the Rising \!le.ls celebr ,,toJ.' T O '-.' o '• c viol once V/r_;.,S e·rpected 
but none occurred. Jt ap 1Jeu,rs tl1c�t the I .R. A. leadership 
vvas anxious to plD,J a leu,ding ;.iart in the cePemonies and 
not to distuPb T,heir soler:mi ty. rr1here \'1ere some acts of 
violence during this time, includin.e tbe thrmvinf o:t a 

Cni rrJlET-TnIAL. 
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fire bomb i11.to the house of my Military Attache, but it 
seems that none of these was attributable to any organised 
group. Nevertheless the I .R.A.. are SD.,id to retain a 
substantial membership and to be able to f'ield 2,000 of 
their number with arms. mhe 0.-overrunents, Forth and South, 
still take massive precautions Vlhenever they thi.nk T.R . .A. 
actj_vi ty to be likely, and they keep in touch across the 
Border in dealinp with this corinon threat. 

14 .. In the Republic it is still the Government's policy 
to let the T .R.A. ;wither 011. the vine" through lacl<: of' 
excuse for the 11 martyrdom· 1 which they still believe will 
hest advance their cause. rrhese superannudted revolution­
aries d,re still d,:,nperous, l"ut support for them is insignif­
icant. rrhey have been left behind. Jt, is in Jur interest to 
co-operu,te with the Irish authorities so far as possible in 
avoiding unnecessGLry activities or visitations which would 
be bound to give the T.R.t.. the spectacular opportunities 
t,hey 1eed if their recruitment, and indeed their meri:bership, 
are to be rruintctined. 

15. The very f'act tnat the Free rrrade Area Agreert1ent has J,een
concluded with the traditional eneri1,y llas the e±tect of
coux1teracting such anti-Fri tis.u feeling as remains, apart
dlways from the prof'essional extremists. rrhe removal of
tension bet\:een North and South also helps in the same way.
rrhe British r.overnment for their 1)drt have assisted this
process very considerably by sendlng bc::1,ck the remains of
Sir Roger Casement. rrhe credit gRined for us by this
gesture is far greater than amirone at borne can possibly
imagine without special Knowledr,e of the Irish scene. Our
ready agreement to return from the Im}1erial i.lar r•Iuseum, for
the 50th Anni versar,y Easter CelebratiO"lS, the Republican
flag which flew over the �.n o o. in T)ublin at the begirming
of the Easter Rising in 1Jl6, hc1s riaid quite disproportionate
dividends in piodwill.

16. A fn,ctor which has also p,reatly helped to improve
Anp;lo-Trish relations is t,hc growing familiarity, friendship
Etnd mutual respect hetwee11 1"irtisters (t:Xi senior ofticials
of b1th courttries. Trish Mi ;1isters respond warmly to any
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cordial gesture. T hope it may he riossible in time to 
i'1vite each of the senior members of' the Irish Cabinet to 
visit Pritain as our guests wheri suitable occasions 
present theffiselves. 

17. Another move 1n the right direction ha,s been the
estn,blisl'lment of an Anplo-Irish group of M.Ps in the Inter­
Parliamentary Union inL:.,iated by the Irish themselves.
It should be our aim to exploit this development by
expLinding conta,cts between the two Pr1.rliaG1ents.

18. Although the Irish as a whole accept that the Border
'Nill have to be lived with for a lonf: time, ev8'1tual
reunification of Ireland r1ill CO''ltinue to be the main
objective of anf Government in the South. Every develop­
nent in Anglo-Irisli relations and in co-operation between
Northern Ireland and the South will be relu,ted i11 their
minds to thctt ultimate object. Mr. Le1;1ass corifessed
publicly that he could not see 110\/ or v,hen Partition 
would end, but he thought it yossible tha,t some solution 
might ierha,ps omerpe with the evolution of the European 
Communi t,'./. Meanwhile, there is a frank admission on the 
nart of Repurlican leaders that, apart fror:1 the conflict 
of religio11.s and loyalties, the w1.e1e difference in social 
services l"etrrren ]'Torth and Q.nuth is a formidable obstacle 
whi eh rmr:t so,-:-:ehow be cros,sed if ctny progress is to be made. 
For exar1ple, fees are eh ,,rped in virt..ually all ,secortda.r�,r
schoo-ls in the Renublic, nnd onl,y primary education is free. 
J\11 °chool;:-; Ei,re run hy religiou,s t'odie.s of one denomi'1.J,tion 
or another O rrhe n-overnrnent in 7lublin hLLve lc.:tely fore­
shadowed a most ambitious scheme \Thi eh Y✓i 11 offer free 
education up to University level for rtll vrho cannot afford 
to fl.:tf for it, b,y the end of next ye.:.tr. rrhe new rna,oiseach 
hu.s announced t,i1at education is to be given special priority. 
Some nonths edrlier the Irish Minister for Health had 
announced that the r,.over-'1Ii1ent ,1ere to i ntrorluce a Stc1,te 
health scheme v1hich, though f'c1r short of nc1tional health 
arn_:v1gements in the United Ki 11.gdom, vrould po some way to 
nc1,rrowine; the gap. These changes are lonE overdue in the 
Republic on general grounds but I am certain that the 
immedici.,t·e rnoti ve here is the Irish Governnent' s determin­
ation to reduce as quickly as possible the differential 
between North and South. 

CO�TfIT)F.J'TT I AL . 
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19. rrhe comparatively new conce11tru,tion of FL:tff1a Pai 1
political effort on soe;ial iri1proveMent is also motivated
to some extent by the recent adoption hy Fine n.ael, the
main hitherto traditionally conservative OJposition party,
of an entirely nevr liberal platform. This was obviously
a deliberate at1..,empt to gt;t awa,/ from the old Civil War
basis of Irish politic1 and to create a rococnisable
political image wLich would be attractive to .)roung 1Jeople
v,i th a progressive outlook" 177his switch caused deep
unrest amongst the older t1embers of fine r,.ael but the party
has closed its ranlzs behind the nmi leaders c"tnd its dis­
satisfied veterans have either removeJ theuselves from t,he
political scene or h:tve acquj Psced j_n their party's new
look:. noth Fian1a raL1 ,

_
,nd Fine r,.nel are now vying with

each other in their apneal to ynuth"

20. I'.°'eanwhile, the r1abour nart,y, whose thunder WAS being
11rorrres1;i_vely ,stolen r·y the other two parties, has recently
declrred j_ts intr.11tion, for tho first time, to field a
candidr\,te in every co•1sti tuency ctt all future elections.
At the rece1.t annual cor�:::::_�ence of the PD,rty, Dr. Noel
Prowne, the famous former i':inister for Health in l:1r.
Costello' s Coal1tio11 Gover1r10nt, 1Hllo brought down the
r,overnr:tent vii th his co-1.troversial 0r:other and Child Health
Scheme'', made a stro11e: att[ick on the nover1-11nent' s current
proposdls to impose a moa:-:iUr'e of' control on Trade Unions? 
saying he sav; this as 1a r.tost insolent der.v.-md on the par-c,
of a Tory r.ovei >nnent to ask us to no,Ke :::-;acrif ices in order 
to bolster up private enterpri3e ct:�pi talisrri in Ireland, 
in order to see tllc1,t rainori t,y }lrivi leeos ctro perpetuctted, 
and in order to see thc:i,t the minority continue to send 
their children to Clongowes, Bln,cKrock '--�nd TT OC .D O ", the 
last three beinp: the r 1ost respectable 1n.sti tutions of 
Catholic lec1,rninc in the Republic� Here :r)r. Brovme, who 
belongs to the e�•-treme left wing of the narty, was 
reflecting the view now bei"1-g ,::)ut f'orHb,rd by Sinn Pein that 
Fine r,.ael and Fianna Fail are both Tory purties n,t heart 
and that they represent the new comnercial rulinp middle 
class in the Re11ublic which is orientated towards Britain 
because its material intG�ests lie in th�t direction. 

/T7he picture 
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�he picture that these extremists are trying to create, 
therefore, is that this Anglo-orientated corm1ercial class 
is now taKi.YJ.g the place of the old Anglo-Irish Asce11dancy 
and that it 'v✓i 11

? 
in the pursuit of prosperity, destroy 

Ireland r s Republican soul. Dr. Browne told the Conference, 
and Mr. Corish the Party leader, endorsed what he said, 
that the electorate was at last realising that today's 
problems could not be solved in terms o1 out-of-date 
political loyalties and that there was an opr)or>tuni ty to 
base Irish politics no longer on history but on up-to-date 
political and economic concepts. At the same time, he 
warned members that the Labour movement was at present 
grievously handicapped by the fact that Gan y ri:'rade 
Unionists still supported political parties which were 
opposed to �rade Unionism, instean of supporting the Labour 
Party. 

21. �his was all very true, but the fact remains that the
labour movement in Southern Ireland, which ought logically
to provide the alternative to the kind of government that
both Fianna Fail and Fine Gael can offer, is sadly devoid
of political talent or experience. Jrishmen as a whole, in
whatever vralk of life, are fundamentally conservative in
outlook, and this, combi11.ed with the infiuence of the Roman
Catholic Church, has tended to deny to the labour movement
the kind of su:0port that it nrirmally 2,ets in other countries.
mhe narty made some smnll ,tdvances in the last General
Electior-i and may make a Preater impression in the next, but
it is dif::icult to foresee them gaining enough strength
within the next few years to pose a serious challenge. In
the foreseeable future, therefore, with no very clear
distinction between the tvw major I)arti os, we can expect
domestic polities in the Irish Re:)ublic to continue to be
based on personality and perforrnDnce rather tl1an on
fundamental political or economic factors.

22. When I first came to Dublin in 1949, the Republic had
been newly formed, every official speech ber.;an with a
violent diatribe against Britain and no-one with any political
pretensions dared be less than orthodox about the sanctity
of the Irish language o Twice in three ,rec1rs the Embassy

/was bombed 
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was bombed by the I .R.A.. The police knew the men who 
were responsible and where they might be tal<en, but no 
arrest was made. Seen against the political background of 
that time, this was no more than vve expected. It has been 
most interesting for me to come back to Dublin after an 
interval of 14 years, and to serve as Ambassador at a time 
when the Republic has noticeably moved closer to Britain. 

23. �he main impression I take away is that the Southern
Irish are growing up. rr11e old men, who lived on their
bitter memories, have nearly all gone, and the young men
f'or the most part have begun to recognise and accept the
facts of life. rrhe new realism is reflected in general
acceptance that the Bordr:iY) ,--, 7 1 rr:im�i rt for a long time,
that Ireland's main hope of greater prosperity lies in
greater dependence on the British market and that a policy
of closer co-oneration with fTorthern Ireland and Britain
is accordingly· one ol 8· LL1-1,)1tened self-interest. This
realism can also be detected in increasi�g criticiom of
the present n.overnment's policy on the Irish language.
rrhere are many enthusiasts still for the language hut there
is a growing awareness thc.1t the compulsory teaching of it
must ha.,ve a depressing effect on education. The extent of
opposit,ion to the confirmation of Mr. :r:Je Valera in office
for a further term as President, cutting across party lines,
was generally interpreted as a vote against the kind of
leadership thc),t l1as in the past tried to establish the
separateness of' the Irish race by building barriers round
jt, whether of language, culture or tarif'f. It can be
argued also that the new commonsense can be seen in the
choice of Lir. Lynch as 'T'aoiseach rather t11an either of his
two rivals, �.er. Colley or Mr. Haughey. Of these two, the
former was :'.)e Valera's man, young in years but with the old
man's belief in Ireland's Gaelic future. rJr. Haughey
represented the hard man of business; ambitious, ruthless
and rather cJmical. f11r. Lynch ) who did not seek office,
was persuaded to accept it because he represented the
middle way, a decent man whom everyone liked, with a
filial respect for Irish tradition rtnd language and a
natural hope for Irish reunif'icationo
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With him in charge, Trishmen could be sure that nat}onal 
issues would be weip,hed and dealt with on their true merits o 

�he most complimentary judgement I can make about the 
Southern Irish is that this is now wr.at they genuinely 
seem to want. 

I have the honour to be 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, humb1e Servant, 

tSGII.) G. W. TOR� 

CONFIDENTIAL. 
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