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CONFIDENTIAL 

RELATIONS WITH NORTHERN IRELAND 

.§.P.eakjng Notes 

Lemass/O'Neill Meetings 1965 

The better understanding between the Republic and Northern 

IrP-land, especially since the Lemass/O'Neill meetings at the 

beginning of 1965, is very gratifying and we hope will be 

continued. 

Alleged rel�gious discrimination in Northern Ireland 

2. [:"If' the Taoiseach mentions itJ These matters are the

direct responsibility of Captain O'Neill 1 s Government but 

Mr. Wilson is having periodic confidential talks w..:.th him. 

Possible Lynch/0 'Neill Meettng 
.. 

.,.. 

3 e L-If the Taoiseach mentions it.J Mr, Lenihan's speech

on 12 December may make it difficult for Captain O'Neill to 

agree to an early meeting. 

Partition 

4. [°"If the Taoiseach brings up the questioncJ Under the

Ireland Act of 19L�9 the status of Northern Ireland cannot be 

altered without the consent of the Northern Ireland Parliament o

We would always be ready to consider any proposals for the 

future status of Ireland which command the support of both the 

Parliament of Norther·n Ireland and of the Government of the 

Republic o

5... We are glad that the I ,R
0A. has not caused trouble across

the border of late and that the campaign of vQQlence in 

Northern Ireland which they were reported to have been planning 

for last Easter did not materialise. We hope that the Republican 

authorities will continue to do what they can to prevent the 

I .R .. A .. engaging in activities harmful to North/South relati ons. 

/Economic 
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Ec_onomic 

•
6. £There are no economic points which the Prime Minister

need raise. If the Taoiseach refers to the prospects for

increased co-operation between the North and South in the

economic field, the Prime Minister might speak as follows,J

In drawing up the Free Trade Area Agreement, both sides

acknowledged the special trading relationship existing between

North and South. We should naturally like to see an increase

in crade in both directions across the border but this would be

greatly I'-elped if you could see your way to widening the scope

of the tariff concessions for goods of Northern Irish origin

which you have already put into effect e I understand that

your officials are now considering specific proposals from

Belfast. We hope that progress can be made.

7 e Lif the Taoiseach raises the question of discrimination.J 

This will no doubt be the object of further excha nges between 

our officials. I am sure you recognise that it would be 

politically impossible for t he North to abandon jts present 

practices before the South did so� 
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BAC!.<:GROUND NOTES 

•
Lemas2/0'Nci].llf!_cetings 196'5

Improved relations between North and South were given especial 

impetus by the historic meetings be-.�ween Mrl> Lemass and 

Gaptain O'Neill in January and Fcoruary, 1965e Though tht...se 

meetings had no direct bea ing on the question of partition, they 

have led to growing cross-border understanding and to co-operation 

in fields of common int0rest such as tourism and electricity 0 

All8ged Reiigio.11.s Discriminationi.P N�rthcrn Ireland 

2� We u11.derstand th&t Mr. Lynch may raisv the question of 

al:i.egcd rE-ligious discrimination in Northern Ireland, with particul&: 

refcr0nce to electoral law there. On this specific question, the 

Northern Ireland Government have recently announced their intention 

of abolishing thc university ssats in Stormont and the business 

vote for Stormont electjons, and also of se;tting up a Commission to 

review Stormont constitu0ncy boundariese Their present prop�sals 

do not affect local authority electoral lawo On 12 December, 

rfr., LerLihan the Re1r.1blican Minister of Justice, in the course of a 

speech at a symposium on North-South relations �rgani�ed by the 

Dublin branch of Fienna Fail, made an outspoken attack on the 

Northern Ireland ndmini strati on in v1hich he said "Every eff�rt 

should be made to expose continually the iniquities in regard to 

voting, housing, local administr,� tion and jobs, which clearly exist 

under the Stormont administration". This statement has co.used 

great resentment in Northern Ireland ru1d in the Northern Ireland 

House of Commons on 13 December Captain O'Neill described it as a 

"deliberate and unwarrented intrusion into our domestic affairs 1
'" 

Possible Lynch/O'Neill Meeting 

3o Mr .. Lynch h2.d said thct he hoped to meet C'.:'..ptain O'Neill who, 

in turn, said that a meeting wo.s II on the cards 11 e 

understood that such a mec ting v1as likely to be arranged befoPe 

/too long 
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too long, depending on the existence of a favourable political 

atmosphere. Mr. Lenihan's statement has soured the atmosphere 

and from Captain O'Neill's point of view, an early meeting 

between the two would be impossible unless Mr. Lenihan 9 s 

statement vmre repudiateci. by Mr. Lynch. We had understood 

that tl1e Government of the Irish Republic vmll appreciated 

the difficulties facing Ce:ptain O'Neill and saw him as a 

moaerating influence. Mr. Lenihan's speech, however, does 

not seem calculated to ease Captain O'Neill's :posi�ion or to 

improve cross-border underst2nding. 

Pa]'t i � i Q!1 

4. This remQins, of course, the outst2nding issue between

North end South. 

5. The Ireland .,�et, 191+9, stc1tes "It is hereby declared

that Northbrn Ireland remains :part of His Majesty's dominions 

a�d of the United Kingdom and it is hereby affirmed that in no 

event wiJl Northern I�ele..nd or any :part thereof cease to be 

:part of His Majesty's dominions and of the United Kingdom 

without the consent of the ParliRment of Northern Irele,nd.". 

6 e In a statement in the House of Commons in 1957, the the:1 

Under-Secrete,ry of Ste.te for Commonwealth Rel2tions 

(Mro Alport) said that H e M.G. v,ould always be ready to 

consider sympathetically any :propos8ls for the future status 

o.f Irelond which commnnd the support of both the Parliament of 

Northern Ireland Qnd the Government of the Irish Republic. 

/7. 
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7. In reply to a supplementary question in the House o:f Commons

on 6 May, 1965, the Pri�e Minister stated that he stood by the 

pledge embodied in the Ireland Acto 

8. The British Ambassador in Dublin, in February this year, t�ok

an op�0rtunity to re-a:ffirm the British position to the Republ!can 

authori tieeo 

9" ::rt woulu be impossible to exaggerate the importance the 

Norther:i Ireland G0vernment and the ma.i ori ty of' the pe0ple there 

attach to the guarantee in the Ireland Act. 

10. In the Republic, :i;iartition remains a fundamen:.;al issue and no

political leader there can afford to neg:i.ect i �- • Prom the 

President down views are :frequently 8Xpressed about it and about 

the we.ys and means of ending it. In his �irst policy speech on 

taking o:ff'ice as Taoiseach, Mro Lynch said: 11 1 intend to promote 

actively the poiicy of go0d �elations and open co-operation with 

Nort�ern Ireland. Our aim is the re-unification o:f the people 

North and Sou+ h, "based on agreemeri,t, mutual toleration a:r:d resp�ct 

and the assurance to all people of equal opportunity and status". 

11 � There seems, hJwever, to be a tacit acceptance jn 1:,he Sou�h 

that there is no immediate prospect of ending partition and an 

awareness that, apart from historical and religious differences 

between North anr'l South, Northern Ireland benefits in i-c,s economy 

and social welfare services �rom the British connection. In the 

Republic these benefits are 01·ten descri''::led as a Bri tj_ph subsidy. 

It is almost certa::.nly accepted that the British Governruent would 

not take the initiative to end partition • 

.L&.A:. 

12 0 The I_RoA. re:nains extremist but is :nowadays small and does 

not enjoy any porular support. I ·t, has been g_uiet of late o 

1 3 � It was known to have been planning a cru!1pa:'Lg11 nf violence in 

Northern Ireland over the Easter period this yec..r, which ma:i.·t:ed ·t;he 

50th anniversary o:f the 1916 Rising. 81:,ccial security precautic.•ns 

were taken and the campaign did not materialise .,

/14. 
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14. The movement objects, in particular, to partition and to the

Republican Government's �olicy of friendship and co-operation with

• Britain., It will take any op:portunity,e�g� the .. An�lo--Irishli'r\9eTrade

�reement, to :proclaim that the Republic has been brought bacl-<:

under British control. It w;_ll use violence whenever o:p:portuni ty

occurs. Courtesy calJ s by HJVI. sbips at Irish Pe:public ports a:ee

at :present in suspense after incidents in 1 964 and 1 965 vvhen they

were fired on by the I.R.A. This is in line wit� the Irish

Governm'?nt's :policy to deny the I.R.A. o:p:po:Y-tunities for mischief­

making in the hope that thereby, and bereft of senoational

:publicity, the movement will wither away. 

be a long :process.

])conomj.:...£

But this wi.11 no doubt

15. The Irish willingness to enter j_nto closer trade relations

with Britain and to encourage co-operation in economic matters

betvre:ien North and South io cer•tg_inly related to their ultimate

objective of event1.:.al reunif'..:.cation of Ir·eland. i38lfast has

reacted cautiously to the conclusion of' the Free T11 a.de ..Agreement,

though signature took plac:e with their full consent" 

16. The Northern Irish heve 11aturally been concerned to defend

their dcmest.:.c markets f'rom the effects of inc:Peased competition

f'rom Irisn inaustrial and agricultural products. In 1S65,

Irish exports to Northern Ireland at £25 .. 3m. were worth very

nearly double the value of' No1-ther:;_1. expc:Pts to the South a 

17. The Republic has put into effect limited tariff concessions

on goods originating in Northern Ireland. Import duties on

goods covered by t,he concessions have been reduced by 20%

compRred wjth 10% f'o:v- the seme goods from the rest of Great

Britain. Belfast has privately expreaseu dj_saypointme:at to the

Irish that these concessions have not heen nwre r.elpf'ul. They

probably- cover trade wor•th less than £1 m. 
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between officials from North end South in Dublin l8st week, the 

• Irish have agreed to consider whether further concessions

could be made in products of special interest to the North.

Di scri_mina.tor;y Practices in G-overnrnent_yurchesing

18. Both the North and South have complained of discriminator�,

:p1 actices by each other in favoi....r of :home :producerfl in relation 

to certain government housing schemes. Officials have 

considered wh�ther it might be possible to discontinue 

discrimination on a mutual b?sis. It would be :poljtically 

impossible f'or the North to abandon theJ.r discrimina::.o:"."y prBctices 

before the South did so u There is some willingness in tne 

Republic to explore ways and means of 2b2ndoning their present

discriminsti:)n; but the quest5.on will need to be pursued

.fui> t.her between London and Dublin. 
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