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VISIT TO NORTHERN I'REL��m corn.tAfm 

OGS/353 
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1. I viai tod NORTIIElli1' IRBL.AUD co:.t:.UND •On 30 - 31 Liar, 1n

order to bring nyoelf up-to-dnte on the IRA thront and tho
r.c�cu.rc3 ro4uircd to denl uith it. I had discu.soions with

, . 

- the Army Col.Uillandcr, the Inspector-General., Royal. Ulster
Constabulary, the Com.mianioner of Polioo ror BELFAST, tho
S-;:ioakar of the Senate and the Minister for Home Affairs.

.main points which arose aro summarised below.
The 

. ': . 
(", 

'.' The· IH.A Threat

2. The IG1 RUC gave me a de'tailcd assoo::nnent of the threat
(which he had very recently paaaoa to a �cmbor of the Security

.1-\L,� � Service for tho c. t·tcntion of the JIC) from which it io cleo.r 
r-=::.=.-:;:.-.::.,----th..;;.; at there ia a ·,ery re� .. -lil,elihobd of trouble, of iwo main

��:r:,J4r�1�. 
, L . 3·; · , .' . I ..... :: ,----- -- Ho• 
i ',· . .,,., . I I -.-� ... ·.u 

7t-c.:.·,(·,, ! -(· .. �---�,.'!· 
1 ..t.t:o:·.• · .. : :-:-;�·1-·,._.; 

I.RA Tcrrorisia on the EOK.A model - ea: nttdcke on
key in<lividualo such as leading mombero or .the

. ' 

i •· •· r P 
-,�.....:....-. ....,_ +-·--·-

· Ac11:1inistre.-tiont - the Police ( especially officers of"
Gpecial. B1.·cmchJ · and the �ervices, conbined ,11 th 
action aGninot rolico stntiono, military eatabliolmcnto
( notably armouxico) o.nd public u.till ties. .: i �j f

C 

nKT"--------+----, I L w" �-----f--.-._ riI 1.10
s,ecte.rlnn Cor!.flic,t moa·t; probably in BELF.:\;_;�, which CCJl
Icaa to com::rwl-iliI riotinI; of n pa.r-�iculurly v.irulen't sort. 
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.It ia thoueht that troublo io· most likely to begiu on the ucekcnd 
after Easter·- ic; 16/17 Apr. '.(he IG report0d tha-t ho :pl� to 
tnke certain prcliminur:r mcanures on Friday 15 Apr, which uill 
i!'lclude ac:!..rches and the arrcGt and inteIToga.tion of certnin knoun
IM ringlcndera in the hope ··thc1.t their projec·ted operations may · · 
thus be diulocu;ted and/or poatponcd for a i'�w days. 

3. ·The IG !!la.de· it clear th8.t -the cx-peotcc1 trouble nill not be
'a .�.one:-nho-t affn1r' confined to the Eaater !)Criod; his 
inform�tion indicates th�.,_t it will m:.lrk the bccinnin� of a 
caapaien douizned to last indefinitely. A full n�prcciation is 
bcin& prepared to roach the JIC in the. very near future. 

4. Tlirol,\-�hout our di:JCUS3ion I Tiao struck by the IG' s aobor,
balnnocd n.nd 'dovm--t:o-earth' a;pproachJ his conclu:Jionn lw.d
obviously been forned on a bQsis of rQliablo ini'om�tion,
cross-checked and carofully. ,1oi1;ned aeainot · u bnckground of wide
experience of the IBA problem over a number or years.

Hi 15_ t::ir;r Sunn or� 

5. I was elad to ace the very clooe and friendly relntionship
th:1t h.:.3 been C3tnbli0hod. be C\'JOCn the Army CoLltlo.p.cler, the IG und
the Ministcr "'for Home Affairo. Both the Ilinister nnd the IG .
oxprcoood their uam npprcci:1.tion of tllo help nlrcmly proViclcd
by the Army in the wny of lforrets, SLRs nnd unu:iunitipn, and
wore po.rticulnrly grutoiul for tho promptnosa with \1hioh thoir
rcquesto were raet. ,

• 
6. The main point of concern to the I.!inioter, the IG and the
Army Comr,1nndcr is the �vr:.il�bili ty of' infantry over the period
from E.�tcr to about 20 Hey durin0 uhich tillo 1 MX elope.rt for 
BRITIJH GUIANA, ·.·arid/.: l KIUGS return, not bccomine fully
oporntional until 20 Liny. They nppreoio.to tho value of the 
tompora.ry presence of l R SUSSEX (from 27 Har - 2.7 Apr) but fool 
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otron3ly th�t the ec.rrioon ohou.ld bo at ful.l otreneth botuccn 
tho tiDo l R sussr.,x return to ho UK ( 21 Jq,r) o.nd l KIIIGG 
bcoorao opcrc.1.tional c..:;n.in (20 I.by). • This can only- bo nchiovcd 
by providine n..-iothor bo.t·talion fron tho UK, under the guiso of 
tnkine po.rt in a training exercise. -

7 • �o tino by 77hich t:tls ba.ttalion cho.uld o..rrivc is covornoa . 
by the cxpcct�-'.tion or trouble ovor_ tho v;or:k-cnd 16/17 Apr. �e 
I.linistcr pnrticul�ly caked that the leadin[; oloracnto (o,c. the
Adv.:i.nce Party v.nd u coopany) ohould arrive not later tho.n-Pri
15 Apr - the rcnclndor of tho bcttclion to !ollou bot�ocn 16
o.nd 20 Apr; mid ho wc.o inJJistent tha.t vze ohou.ld o.void o.a f::-..r ne
po3oiblo tho doop�toh of CIJ.Y rcinforcemonta �.ftcr trouble had
broken ou.t • _ ( �a ooincidos with . tho view� c..1:�r903cd by the � f ·, ·
Rohe Secretary to the PM at a meeting•on_2 __ 1�Tr:q:·J ._ � Thia \"ln.G 
stron�ly-au:pportcd by both the IG nnd the Army CotUn�dor •• 
a. I �reed with the Lliniotor thut the ostcnoiblo rc�oon for•
the ccoond butto.l.ion'a arrival would be c. tr� cxerc13o, end
the t,tiniotcr saw cdvmit�eo� in or,Jdne o. prcoo-rolcnno to thio
cf£oct o.o ooon r.o n. docicion ho.o been O.'";.do. The Amy Co�cr
would propoGo to. stntion the buttn.lion in HOLUlOOD Bnrrackci just
outoide BBLPA=:;:1:; ,1hich houoos tho. Rear Party of l. MX. Ita 

·""-·-· ,,,, .. :
priraci.ry rolo w0uld bo the &onor:il. oupport of tho BELF'AST polioo·. 
n.o required, und to :waist in eunrdine tho mr Aircraft Repair . 
Y� rJhich is near tho ba.rrnoko, nnd is n_ �-�go and vor:, 

. ' 

·.\' ';_.·-��-. -�·.
. 

. vulnorc.blc tnr3ct. · ·· 

Conclunion 
.. . 

9. - ill - that I ao.w and hcnrd hn.o convinced me of tho neod for a ·
. . . . second bat·�lllion to rcinforco ITORTI!Elu1' InELAllD from 15 - 20 Apr 

... · ' tor about one month, .nnd I thereforo requoat your a.uthori ty' to 
· ,\· in1 tia to the nooonsBr7 aotion. , . . .. .- .. · . · . .-:-: . · ' . 
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After note. 
. . 

. , . The report referred to in . · 
: - ·para 3 above has since. been.

•·received, and a paper ·
(JIC 289166) has been '·
circulated for clearance by 
the.JIC today, 1 Apr. 
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