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Copy No�.J.of 16 

IRA Act i vi ty_.J:.n the United Kingdom 

Reference 79/HD/2424/M03b dated 21 February 1966. 

As a result of further information it has been 
thought necessary to alert UK Commands to the growing 
threat. 

Attached, therefore, for your information and 
further action as re cessary is a copy of a recent letter 
DO/NIR/1/M03 dated 4 March 1966 sent to Chiefs of Staff, 
together with a copy of the Assistant Commissioner's 
letter to which it refers. 
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ro/NIB/1/11.03 
�EQR§'l' 

'l lfarob, 1966

· 
I istJUed recentl1 a memorandum 79/llD/2424./MO 3b ot 21st · 

February 1966, on the subject of IRA Act1v1t1 1n the United Kin..,i,uom, 
advising the review ot seourit1 precautions. 

The s1tun.t1on hna now beoomo a little cloaror and the 
.Asoistant Comm1no1oner, New Scotland tard, baa alerted Cbiof 
Const�bles to the growing threat. 

What measures sh:uld new ba takon will naturally var, within. 
Commands but, while I do not for one moment undorest1mate the threat, 
I think we ehculd avoid tak1n0 stepa w�ich are too obviouo (and might 
alarm tho public or excite the IRA) or which upset too much the normal 
routine of life and work in unite, depots eto. l would prefor, 
therefore, to leave it to 1our discretion rather than issue from hffe 
somo more formal inetruotion at th1a ste.gG. I attach, hcwevc:r1

sufficient copies or the Assistant Commiaoioner•a letter tor 1saue 
down to Diatriots, 1n order that an, dincussiona with Chief 
Conatables can a,art from & oornmon standpoint. 

I am copying thie lettei- to all Home Commanda.

(5td.) i. G. v. FitzGeorge • BalfCMJ�,
•' 

To Chiefs of Staff all UK Commands, 
Copy to Chief of �aff Northern Ireland Command 
-----------------------------------
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-MO) P�tcxopy . .  l ... et .Jf-t..opi•i

,�:!d�css any rep11 .:- · NEW SCOTLAN:) YJ-..":'D, 

LONDO, 1,
THl c. :::>�.Mi�SiON!:R 01· POLICE OF THE 
r1r-�,O,OL:S, NEW SCOTLAND YARD, S.W.1 

quo·1,,� -
S.V'/.:

POSTAGE MU5T BE ?REPAID 
TELEPHONE WHITCHALL 1212 

c-•r-c-:-,r:-;,1•-•., ._1:.4.,___ J..\. I -

I am directed by the C0mmis�ioner to inform you that t�ere 
is vel"•y s;ood reason fo.p assuming that the I .E.:"-. L:rt�r:c1.s to 
recommence hostilities in l'.fo:rthe:r·n Irel&n.d at or about the 
T',aste:;" holida_y pe:;:iod (ApPil 1966), this being the 50th 
anniversary oi the raste;: TI.ebellion. 

There has been a fairly steady build u-p of member-�_;h:; 
dur·ing the _nast year or two; t�aining in r::ili to.ry opc::c·at _ • .. ::. 9 

the use o1' al"'i�S y gueVi"'illa tactics etc. has been carlj r:d c1u".:. r:-:.

cnmps hcJ<:1 seci~etly in vo.rious pl8ces in Ireland; the :./.:"rr:.y 1
' 

has n t its di s-poc,al an ac1e 1 ii.ate �mri:r.ly of arTil G and ammu ii t �"-"'- --
including 20 m. rn. cnnnon (tncl 3. 5 I'ock(�t lDu,1chc1 s; s;;ccch � : .. 1'"1 
OLner public state,nents made by leader::; of' the I.R .. \. i.n -� 
last f'ew months of· 1965 have included passages advoc::.d: ::.nc � 
use of force in Northern Ireland. Reliable sources 1�vc 
reported that the pro!-;ro.mr.ie of action adopted by tL::: : .R,1:.. d

leadership includes kidnapping a0d·assassinating Rc�ctern 
lrel---::nd ::i_:_nistcrs and senior Royal Ulster Consto.b-ulr:::·�l 
office:cs; attacks �:m 'orrpoltu�ity' tc.Tc;ets (which is be::..ie,cc. 
to metm Paids on banks etc. to t:;et fm1ds f·or the '·A1,.,rny·;); 
c:oss-2order guerrilla-attacxs �sainst selected targets in 
�orthe::n L.-e1::1nd and, lastly, sabota[:,e of m.i.litary ::..nd ir;c1t:,st'!.·L.l 
tzrrgctc in '!'-Tol"tl)crn Irelnnc1 rt_p�1. 9I..�1.-�_?-:,.-_iJ3.:.tJg. 

'I'heI·e is thus a very re8l danger that I.R.A. agents may 
within the ;_1ext tv-o months attempt to sabotage public or 
mi li ta1�y irn-tal lations in this country 9 or to pJ•ocure arms an.d 
&mmunition fTorn factories or Bervice a:r•mouries. 

'.::he:ce is no doubt tbat a .,.-oc,d deal of attention .r.[.�8 - ... n 
-t''-'id duPinf:: the pat3t tv·o years ':o potentio.l tn_rgets j_:::1. G .. ,,�1-
3�-i t�in 9 by wuy oi' surveying -p0E.,: tion and l::i.yo,1 t. • L ex. t!r.:p::."'.; if,
tnat : .l detniled analy�3is of the 2ecuz-i �Y a:c·rcr>1.g8:11entr ,if' c:. s:,:'-�11
:::i.rms 1 .... 8.ct.ory has recently been/in the por-,ses�;ion of I -
.:..eade:;_,s in I:i."elancJ. r/i�

[; 

It may not be :possible fo:-..."· this De artme-�t to ge� a,·v, .�(.' 
warning of a.-ty pnrticular operat::.on in this cou:'}t::.~y 1::L.-::. r...ee:-::.: 
to say any information that �ay be received will at o�ce �, 
communicclted to tre Chief Coi-.,stable( s) conce:encd. 

Th� Armed Rervices are be�ng info�ncd or the positio�. 

:to-� Chief'· Constable� . 

. 

•· 

.. _ .

I aiJl,-···-fn:i."
9

Your obedj,t�nt Servc.1.-,T,. 
,,"- ./) 

... /� !. .... , 
--·;--\, \.,,,...__ __ .,..., r::___;_o I) • -(_-_,.._..,_,. __ / 

Assistant Coi:-imissi011cr 
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