
The Prime h�inister entert&ined Captain O'Neill, 

?r·ime �,�inister of North8rn Ir·eland, to lunch at 

1�0. 10 Downing Street on Friday, August 5, 1966. 

r.rhe �ome Secretary, tr. Harold Black, Secretary of the 

Northern Ireland Cabinet, and I v,ere &1so present. 

There was a brief discussion of the economic 

situat,ion during which Cantain O'Neill said that the 

Northern Irish economy could lJrobably survive a 

relat,ively short period of restriction in the 

Ur..ited Kingdom without too much difficulty, but that 

restrictions which extended over a longer period -

say significantly longer than six months - could well 

have a most damaeing impact. rrhe Prime Liinister said 

thut the Government's measures md been consciously 

bi&sed in favour of the less econo .. 1ically v1ell-or'f 

parts of the United Kingdom and he would hope that the 

clivei-sification of the Ulster economy which hc.d taken 

place in recent years 1..ig..ht afford them some protection. 

1l1he main discussion, however, v1as cone erned with the 

political situation in Northern Ireland und the effect 

t:1::.s hctd on relc.tions v1ith the United Kingdom. 

Ur 1,t�.in O'Neiil ex)la.ined tho,t the latent politico-1-eligious 

.1.\.'e: in2s in NorthEJrn Irelwd vvere still very f)t1·ong 

�-,(, 1·t.:.culc1rly mnor..r;: the poorer members oi' the corrrruni tr. 

�o Covernment .ha.u mc..cle consiuer�ble progress towD.,rds 

·2 :.. :.,�r irJ.ternc1.l toler- nee Wld better relations with t:ie
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Irish Republic during the past three years, but .this 

progress itself, plus the passionate celebrations of 

the fiftieth armiversary of the Easter Rebellion, had 

led to a "back lash" of ultra Protestant feeling. 

"i1he main manifestation of this was the movement which 

h&d grown up about the Reverend Ian Paisley. Matters 

had nmv reach8d a dc.ngerous point and he thought no 

other course vvas now open to him but to call a halt to 

progress f'or a period of six months or so. Any early 

raovement towards reconciliation either internally or 

'Nith the Republic vrould endanger him politically 8nd 

could lead to his replacement by a more intransige¥1t 

f'igur·e, or even to a return to a "1912" situation. 

The Paisley movement and the events which had led to it 

had "blovm him off course 11 md he could only get back 
I 

"' 
r, ,..� 'f � • .., 

on the course after-e--±eng time for passions to cool. 

·The Prime Minister and the Home Secretar,y expressed

-understanding of' the position in which Captc,in O'Neill 

found hirrIBelf but nevertheless explored various lines 

along whicb furtl1E,r progress might be achieved. Ideas 

canvassed included ru1 inquiry into the operation of the 

:franchise for Northern Irel&nd se2,ts in the Parliament 

(-i,.t' \'festminster ( on which Captain O'Neill said that there 

v:ere 1'alflts on both sides vihich probE{bly balanced out in 

the event) ; a revision of' the franchise for Stormont 

2nd in local elections �vhich Cantain O'Neill said \Vere 

l1ig_h1y explosive iGsues v1hich moreover probe�bly hctd little 

or no irnpfact on the allocation of seats in these bodies. 

Indeed the end product might worsen the situation by, 
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for excw1ple, removing the two liberal Catholics who sat 
• f ,. 

.for �;le-t-e-r seats in Storrn.ont and increasing rather than

diminishing Protesta.�t represen:. .�on in and around

Belfast) ; and the introduction c.1.· an "0mbudsm8.D11 for

Northern Ireland (which Ca12tain O'Neill said would

irr.Clame rather than ouieten the situation without 
... the 

producing any iwp&ct on/basic attitudes which were at 

the root of the problem). It was, however, SJ.ggested 

and agreed that there would be advantage in Captain O'Neill 

audressing a private meeting of members of the Westminster 

Parliament, many of whose attitudes on Northern Ireland's 

affairs were based on out-of-date information. Care 

would have to be t&ken about such a meeting, however, to 

8rsure that reports of it were not counter-:)roducti ve i.1_ 

riorthern Ir,elar. 

took do his 

of me House of 

The Prime Mi., ___:r lt is part under,-

to restrain ,, Jse nmr1erous members 

,Jr101-:s who felt that action should be 

taken to end discl. �mination in Northern Ireland. He 

emphasized however that while he might succeed ih doing 

this for a time he could not, nor would he seek to, restrain 

these Member's throughout the whole of the present 

Po..r1iament. Progress must be me,de if the position was to 

be held. Captain O'Neill ended by regretting that it had 

:1 ot bE-en possible for Her Majesty the Queen to make some 

.::i .. ci t,i:ble rernarks during her recent visit to Northern Ireland 

, _.,l)f'Oring t,he pr·ogress which hn,d been made in recent years • 

.:.
1he (llceen had a very special plE,ce in the lives of Ulster 

�ro·,_sst,&J11,s and rill open expression of' her support for 

religious tolerance and for discrimiD.B,tion could have a 
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