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As you already know fr'om correspondence and fro1, rny 1�0.c,·nt 

meeting with you, we have been ndvised by the R.U.C l,il,it., 

preparations are on foot for an early resumption or 1 .�.A.

activities in Northern Ireland. I hope you will ... ,;,·�.:e wiLll 111(' 

that it would be desirable at this juncture for Her : ... jc:-,t.,y's 

Government to express to tl1e Government of the Irlsll f<c1,,n11.c 

the deep concern which is f'elt nbout these preparatic:.s. ,1ncJ to 

seek the assistance of that Government in effectively st r,p rcssinc-: 

clandestine illegal activities conducted within its juri ;J;ction 

and in taking strong action against those who seek rc:·�1.:.. ( in the 

Republic following any attacks which may be made on N �,: ... r·n 

Ireland. The \presence of Mr. Lemass in London n<:xt wcr·l• rnigl1t 

perhaps offer the opportunity of acquainting him wi i 1--. tl.1 ,;r. i te:d 

Kingdom Government's views on the situation. 

The I.R.A. is, of course, an organisation whose princ111a·, 

leaders are citizens of the Irish Republic, and in recent :..(,.., 

such leaders (including Cathal Goulding, Chief of St.�· "f, n:,, 

Sean Garland, Director of Training and Recruiting) hr c pa. 

v.isi ts to Northern Ireland for the purpose of organi s: ng l ,_,

units here. The R. U. C. also h.:ivc i.nf orma tion that ,. ·:ns, .i nc

automatic weapons, have been brought into Northern Ireland frorn

the Republic.

Recent incidents in the RepHb l.ic have shown a most L,

attitude towards visiting Crown forces, and the police at---. 

here is that some kind of direct action against Northern Ice.1u .. 

cannot be long delayed, because of the pressure exerted within 

the organisation by young men wno have recently been trained and 

who are impatient for action. In many aspects the present 

situation is on a par with that whic h prevailed immediately before 

the last I.R.A. campaign was mounted in 1956. 

The· police here have already taken steps to prot ;Ct .. \ 

to strengthen pdlice stations in Border 

� <N\. /Vr''l� (/'vlv,6� )\i ·v �s.e.� P�?

areas and to r·esun,1 

1 � ecur.,. ,,y 

.. ers. 
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resume security patrols in those areas. Other steps arc: lv i 11g 

considered. Within Northern Ireland _itself two reccn ·, .inci. dcnL-s

ha vc illustrated the rising tide of militancy. On 21::, t Oc: Loi) er, 

1965, an Army film show at St. Gabriel' s School, BeJ f,1...;t. was

broken up by a body of. men. The I. R . A. subsequently ;,nn 1u,1ced

jts rcsporisibility for this operation. On 17th Novc�icr. 1965,

five young me_n in semi-military uniform were found loL,erii g j_ n

suspicious circumstances, and in possession of bayonet:-:; ,;nd

handcuffs, within a mile of the house of the G.O.C.-jn-C. ;\Jortl,1;,',

Ir_eland Command. These men were sentenced to a ycnr · ;-'; 1,n,,r· i.sonm1 

on 3rd December for being in possession of of fens.ive w1!apons anc!

records of police movements, and for being members of an illegal

organisation, i.e., the I.R.A.

Perhaps the most serious aspect of the pre ::,en 1; �j tu,1 U on j s

that all year the I .R. A. have been holding regular t.r,: i. r'- '  ng se::,�.i o ..

and camps at a considerable number of locations in the Republic. 

Some of these have been conducted fairly openly, and the sound of

Instruct�on at these 
firing has been audible over a wide area.

sessions has included live firing practice, lectures on Lhc use c

explosives and the making of booby traps, and advice on Ghc 

mounting of attacks bn Government buildings.

The R.U.C. are aware of thirty-four such sessions or camps

this year (seventeen of them since 1st August), but there may, fJ:· 

They have been held -
course, have been many more.

in County Carlow;

in County Clare;

in County Cork (near DRIMOLEAGUE);

in County Donegal ( near GLENCOLUMBKILLE);

in County Kerry (near WATERVILLE);

in County Leitrim ( near BALLINAMORE and GLENFAR1\1,

in County Louth (near CARLINGFORD);

in County Meath ( near NAVAN, OLDCASTLE and RATIIBAN);

in County Monaghan (near El\1YVALE and INNISKEEN);

in County Sligo (near SLIGO);

in County Waterford; 

in County WickJow. /Jt wilj 
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It will be seen how widesprcnd this activity has bu·:·1, 

particularly in areas close to the Border. It is difficuJt 

indeed to appreciate how such preparations could posslbJ:y be 

made without the knowledge of tnc pol.i cc and other au tl.<.r·. :. i <· 

in the Republic. The efforts which the present Govenrn.c .. , 0,

Northern Ireland have m3de to cement a more frlcndly rcJn 0·

with the Government of the Republic are, of course, n mr, t ter _. 

record. Needless to say, a resumption of terrorist activities 

mounted from the territory of the Republic would be L serious 

setback to such efforts. 

Finally, I might say that amongst the information crnning 

to the R.U.C. have been references to the perpetration or I.R.A. 

outrages in England as wel l as in Northern Ireland. 
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The Rt. Hon. Sir Frank Soskice, Q.C., M.P., 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, 

Home Office, 
Whitehall, 

LONDON , S . W. 1 . 
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