
2. 

l,letpopandum of meet ng between Sir .. Frank 9sk1ce and 

representatives of the North rn Ireland Labour rty, 

held on 22nd April, 196:21 n the Labour Party O:f'f'ice ,

28, rarins Street, Belf;s;t. 

Present: Sir Frank Soskice; r. T. ·

1
• oyd, .P.

(Leader, Parliamentary arty) r. . V. S mp on .P.
(/hip); ir. • •. B. r tt, (Cha rman, Pol cy 
Com.ittee). r • •  cDlrney, .c., ,t>. c. llen, 
{Treasurer); r, s. aper (Secr·etary). 

Chair: "r. c. E. B, Brett.

The Chairman welco ed Sir Frank Sosk�ce 1ho replied au t l .

D1scuse1ontook place on the omieo on f om the Racial 

Discr1minat on Bill of cl uses dealing �ith religious 
discl'1m1nation, Cl'imination in employment, and in housin ; 

and on the f et that it was not to apply to Northern Ireland, 

Sir rank Soak1oe explained t t he intend d to consider 

additional proposal for conciliation tr�bunals or similar 

machinery. The Government at ·�estminster spected the 

convention t t rliament at �estminster did not seek to 

enact le elation ith re ard to matters 1·thin the competence 

of the :rorth rn Irish Purl ament. It as therefore a matter 

ent.i.1• ly for the l orthern Irish Labour Party hether t 
ished to urge in th �orthern Iris l rl ament that 

,e tm1nater le 1slat on on ciol n�scri inat_on ehould be

extended t th request or the �orthern !ri h Government to 

apply to Northern Irel nd. 

34 Sir r nk ooekice stated he had read the lectoral eform 
document. Thie as a matter i th n the ,conat tutional pow 

,of the stormont ov rnment. He bad taken c r ful not of i t,
1 

contents and o ld refer to ·tin h1 conv rs tiona ith t 

'ort1ern Ir ah Go¥ rnm nt, 

4. Discus on took place on eana of ex rting pI s ure on the

orthern Ireland Government in r lat·on1D ot r matters
within its powers. s r Fr nk stated t t direct

in such attera ould not be poaoible or prop r.
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5. Sir •rank un ertook to examine the channels of communicat on

bet en the Northern Ireland Labour arty nd the Home Office,

particularly here other inistries are involved on matters

ffecting Northern Irel nd. H particularly widertook to 

inquire into one of the ex mplea tendered, the tat of a 

letter addressed to the 1n1ster of Transport on 2nd December, 

1964, by .r. v. Baxter, National Union Vehicle Builders, 

merely ack:no ledged by hL depart ent on 8th Dece ber, 1964, 

and a further letter was received from his depart ent on 

21st December, 1961.t .• 

Diecussion took place about the machine y f.or co-ordination 

of matters affecting rortllern Ireland, both t 1n1eter1al 

and Civil Service level. Sir Frank was in:f'ormed, that, hile 

the Uni n4sta express satisfaction with the pr sent system, 

the Labour Party is of the opinion that ita rorkin a re 

most unsatisfactory. 

7. At the Chairman' a nv· tati.on,. Sir •.runk e a brief statement 

regardin the poss b lity of future proposals £or the 

1- i tat on of the votin powers of' Ulster .• P' s. He ias

asked to note that such a proposal, while politically perhaps

ent rely justif ed, wo ld have serious electoral consequences

for the Labour movement in Northern ll'eland and rould render

the return of Labour .P's les probable �n the foreseeable

future; and that the Northern Ireland Labour Party ould

ish to have an opportunity of discusain such proposals 

before it became a commitment, and must res rve the ri ht to 

publicly oppooe it. Sir rank stated that there as no such 

proposal thi the �oreae able futur . 

8. The meeting t rm nated �ith a vote of thanks to Sir r nk f'or

his attendance, and £or his ost helpful Wl rt kinga to

look into the questions r ised.
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