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Thank you ror sending me a. copy of your · · 

minute of January 1 to the Pri118 .,tl:nister prop s · ng

t1 t you should · a . ree to the �r .n��f er of Case nt • s 

re1�i � to Irland. 

2. I b ve �o obj ction to your pr�ceedi:ng on the

lines sugg et cl in paragraph of your iii u.te

:) • • i �;) nding copies of· thic minute to the 

Prit e Hinister i id the Comn1ortweal th· �cretary. 

- ,., _...J 

' 
. .. 

P trio' Gordon ... Ia er 

Januar.'£ 7, 196§
' 

r 
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I ilavo bc0i1 co110idur-i:r

1 r.• tile r·0ouest of trio .r.u -� 

Govc:cnmont of tJ::.o Ir·1::fr1 EopurJlic for1 the rcrnovcl of 

·te. Lomass sent you

It., Jm,s proviotu3ly ·bean tt1ought that ti1e rBrnovc>,l 

of tno remr.,ins migr1t on t11e � ·,010 ne .. ve a 11ar-mful 

Govcr·nmcnt, tt10 Norther .. 1 Ir·ol.r..nd Government D .. n.d tno 

l.ovc:r·nmon ... " o!' "the Irisli Re1>U:blic. 

(a.) Tr10 i'•Jo:cthern IrclD.nd Govor-.ament raise no 

fon::t�l objection to tkle trs.J.1Sf er- of' tno 

r•0t,1ai.nr; to GlD.DilGVin Csmot,OFJ, bu't they 

wD11t u�; to l)e sure tJ:1;),t, the Gover.nrne:qt of 

t11e Republic do not corrtern1Jlatc, ,md viill 
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not pormi t, DXJY subsequcrrt 1�0.movcl •

.Al though this cCiaote:ry is the ono which tll.0 
I 

Govc.rns;1cnt of tho ;'.e1;ublic ri.ave in mind, ruid 

a plot t11.er·o \':as bo�llt by Ca.semont • s sis•ter 

fo1� the b1u·ial of his remains, Co.s0ment 

himself \:JiEhCd to be buried at b�urlougl1 :ill

County P.ntrim whicl1 is now in North0r11 

Irclar1d. The rrorthcrn Ireland Government

fool tl:i.ut thor·o is co,:10 IJor:::::ibility o.f 

effo1�ts by oxtr�01:10 t1E�tio111) . .lists to givo 

riskH of public disor<lor antl dDriw.,go to 

r·ele.tio:ns betv;oen North and South. 

(b) •r11e Ulster) Mcnibor·s of the Unit,ed Kingdora

Parlia�:1cnt. nould no·t oppose a decision to

. remove the 1-;0mainS to Dublin, provided tl1ey 

stayed ti1erc. 

( c) 1r11e rs-i.ntor'i::ont of the ro1i1D-ins would

undoubtedly be the occasion of some ceremony 
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0111 tc d. Kinec1or:1 t..JKl tJ.10 :: .. �e1nibl 1 c. 

,__;o·.11:1011v;c£:Ll th RelD.tionc Office D.ro 

..1.3U't.i the

tJ:u.1t tlls b&lo.nce of· a.dvantr.,ze is on the side 

of' IJUt. ti11d an encl to t..tiis lon:6-s�1ding is.sue 

1l
1
he Gover·runont 

o:t' tho Republic st.1,;0113ly vBsort t.ru::.t, the 

:r-0r:ov,:�1 of tJ1is ir.r1. ttmt v1ould be warmly 

v1olcornet'i ·b�V D,11 i;110 wisll to 1n"Omotc 

:f11iondGhip betW-OGl:1 the United l{j.ngdom 

.1 conclude uu1t thero iB no obf:;t.acle on tr.i.is scor·e to

to Dublin, :provided ti.1D..t 

I conBider, tk1e1�ofor-e, 
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•Jubjcct to satisfactory assurances being obtD,ined fr-cm

the Gover-nmont of the Republic tJw.t tl1ey will not

D.llo-·.i D.JJY sub.sequ0n-t, tr·mIBf·cr to � Tor-thorn Irclorid.

'l1hc Govon.'lr.10nt of tile nopublic would have to accept 

DS Casement• s &'JY remains found in tile grave i11 which 

he \':as buried without a coffh"'l; and it would also be 

necessar"\J to reach agr�eement with tr1.om on a number of' 

details; the timing 01' the 2nnou11comont of the 

Gov01·runsnt' s decision, the arrangements for the 

trii.11.ot:cr of the r·cmains :; til1.d &JY consultations that 

might be thougr1t nccessucy ni th Casement's next of kir1. 

4. I should bo grateful if you v:ould let me know

who'ti1e:r you agree tlw.t we should proceed on these 

lines end whether you wish me to raise the Ir£tttor 

in Cabinet. 

5. I should add that agreement to the trc1nsfer of

Casement's rerri.ainS will strengthen ti.1.e case for 

allov1ing tl1o reburial of other executed of:fenders. 

OncB the Sil vcrman Bill becomes law I thirl.k there 
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Tir:�f1.:J-1.Y -John r:v-.:::nc by r•c,yinr tJ:m.t I 'iill con.cider tJ10 

the provioion o:f:' 

:'1JC£1c�ns1u., let,. 1868 .. rscuiri111'T , , ... -.:;> 

in prison) is Cr.LE;ctcd. 

a copy 01· tl1is 1:1inu'te to th.e Foreign 

(Sgd.) FRANK SOSKIOE 
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