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Commonwealth Affairs who will seek to resolve the issue within the framework
of the Joint Ministerial Committee. Except in cases of genuine urgency, the
statutory powers referred to in the Annex will not be exercised until after an
ample opportunity has been allowed for consultation and discussion under this

paragraph.

8. This Concordat will be reviewed annually.
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CONCORDAT ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: COMMON
ANNEX

Definitions
1. In this document,

‘devolved legislature’ means the Northern Ireland Assembly, the Scottish
Parliament, or the National Assembly for Wales;

"devolution legislation’ means the Northern Ireland Act 1998, the Scotland
Act 1998, or the Government of Wales Act 1998;

‘devolved administration’ means the Northern Ireland Executive Committee,
Scottish Ministers, or the Cabinet of the National Assembly for Wales:

‘Ministers of the devolved administrations’ means Northern Ireland
Ministers, Scottish Ministers or Welsh Assembly Secretaries;

‘devolved matters’ means those matters not reserved to the UK Government
under the Scotland Act 1998, those matters not excepted or reserved to the
UK Government under the Northern Ireland Act 1998, or those functions
transferred to the Assembly under the Government of Wales Act 1998 or
conferred directly on it by other legislation;

‘non-devolved matters’ means matters other than devolved matters.

Contents

2. This paper sets out the common arrangements agreed between the UK
Government and the three devolved administrations. It covers:

exchange of information;

formulation of UK policy and conduct of international ne gotiations;’
implementation of international obligations;

co-operation over legal proceedings;

representation overseas;

secondments and training co-operation;

VISItS;

public diplomacy, the British Council and BBC World Service;
trade and investment promotion;

diplomatic and consular relations.
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on Overseas Promotion on which the devolved administrations will be
represented.

Diplomatic and consular relations

25.The FCO will continue to be responsible for policy on diplomatic and
consular relations with other countries and on all matters concerning
international organisations represented in the UK. The FCO will continue to
be the channels for all official communications on matters relating to
Foreign and Commonwealth consulates and international organisations and
their staff in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. The FCO will inform
the devolved administrations of all career consular appointments in
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. The FCO will consult the devolved
administrations about the establishment of new consular offices, new
honorary consular appointments, and other new offices where personnel will
have privileges and immunities (e.g. certain cultural centres and trade
offices) in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. The devolved
administrations will immediately pass on to the FCO any representations
made by diplomatic/consular missions and international organisations.The
devolved administrations will also promptly notify the FCO of any alleged
breaches within their devolved competences. The FCO will then take the
appropriate action under the Vienna Conventions on Diplomatic and

Consular Relations or any applicable Consular Convention or Headquarters
Agreement.
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