From: Peter May
Principal Private Secretary oL PS/Mr Semple

Mr McCusker

4 May 2000 Mr Haire
Mr McCartney
Mr Lavery
Mr-MiHter Mrs Devlin
M Rea~ Mrs Flanagan
Mrs-Hetherngton— Mr Beattie

Mr Gamble

Ms Roulston

Circulation

NOTE FOR THE RECORD

RELATIONS WITH THE ASSEMBLY: MEETING WITH THE SPEAKER

David Lavery and I met the Speaker on 2 May as the 1nitial element of follow-up to the
mini-project identified at the first project board meeting on 5 April relating to the way in
which the Executive interacted with the Assembly.

Summary

2. An initial meeting to identify the issues and consider suggestions for
improvement in Executive/Assembly affairs. Discussion of machinery at official level

which might be established to address proposals for forthcoming business and to address
problems between the Assembly and the Executive. The gap in perceptions between the
Assembly and Executive was clear at a number of junctures, and tensions are likely to
continue in some areas. The role of junior Ministers was helpfully touched upon, but the

Speaker indicated an unwillingness to intervene in the operation of Assembly
Committees.

Overview

3. The Speaker suggested that the primary role of the Assembly was to hold the
Executive to account. The decisions on the flying of flags and on maternity services
exposed a fundamental question regarding the actual accountability of Ministers to the
Assembly. It was quite clear from the latter decision that, even where the Assembly as a
whole made a decision, Ministers were not bound by that. Similar problems would not
arise in Westminster both because of the structure of government and because of the
ability of the Prime Minister to sack Ministers who no longer enjoyed the support of the
House.

4. The Speaker believed that the situation, as reflected by the maternity decision,
whereby the Assembly could not intervene in Ministerial action was undesirable.
However, he recognised there was no legislative recourse given the terms of the Good
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availability of research grants etc, but also become a means to establish conventions
which might be employed across the board.

18.  The Speaker did not feel that a suggestion for the development of even simple
rules of procedure to determine, for example, the amount of notice a department should
receive before having to answer questions put by its committee should fall to his office
but to the liaison group of chairmen. He noted that his proposal had been turned down
previously by the parties because of their fear that the chairmen might become an
alternative source of power to the Executive. He hoped Ministers would intervene to
allow such a gathering. Given his general approach, we did not take the opportunity to
suggest meetings of clerks with officials, although that is something which might be
addressed through the contact group once established.

Next Steps

19.  We covered a good deal of ground with the Speaker, and he has mapped out his
position on a wide range of issues. It would be desirable to prepare a short summary note
for circulation to the 'awayday' summarising the issues, where the Assembly stand and
some thoughts on what we might propose to Ministers on their return. I will prepare a
draft for comment and it might be that a meeting with Linda Devlin, Geoff Beattie, David

Lavery and myself would be helpful. If any other copy recipient wishes to attend they
are welcome to do so.

Peter May

PETER MAY
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