
WN OF CROWN OFFICE. NORTHERN IRELA ND 

ROY AL COURTS OF JUSTICE 

BELFAST 

BTI 3JF 
Telephone: (0232) 235 I 11 ext. 2458 ... 

Fax: (0232) 236838 

27 January 2000 

Royal Assent - affixing the Great Seal of Northern Ireland 

I refer to yot1r letter of 25 Jant1ary and to OL1r telephone conversation earlier today. 

I have, currently, two official seals for t1se in connection witl1 the business of the Crown 

Office. 

The first, and 111ore i 1nportant, is the Great Seal of Northern Irela11d. As the GL1idance paper 

(and yot1r letter) records, there is no longer tl1e tecl1nology available in Belfast to make/take 

i1npressions of tl1is Seal a11d it travels to London (Crown Office, HoL1se of Lords) when usage 

or statute dictates that an official doct11nent has to be sealed with it. The Seal consists of two 

heavy silver discs, on one side showi11g the Qt1een on l1orseback, on the other a coat of ar1ns 

st1r1not1nted by a Crown. 

The other Seal held i,1 111y office is a hand operated Wafer Seal - bt1t, as the enclosed 

i111pression 111ade by it clearly de1nonstrates, it is not a Wafer Great Seal. 

The Crown Office in the House of Lords confir111s that a Wafer Great Seal consists of a 

scaled dow11 i1nage of Tl1e Queen an she appears on one sicle of the Great Seal i.e. of Her 

Majesty on horseback. 

It is so1ne ti 1ne since the Crown Office in Londo11 has l1ad to order the 111anufactt1re of a new 

Seal, bt1t the officials tl1ere shottl(i be in a positic>n to indicate how a11d where the work was 
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done. Their i1111nediate i1npression is that a new Seal could not be 1nanufactured overnight. 

I thought I shot1ld bring these 1natters to your atte11tion as quickJy as possible - hence my 

telephone call earlier today. 

Yours sincere] y 

J W WILSON 

Clerk of the Crow11 for Norther11 Ireland 

Ms Anne O'Boyle 
Office of tl1e First Mi11ister and Deputy First Minister 
Block A 
Castle Bt1ildings 
Stormont Estate 
Belfast 
BT4 3SG 

( 'orrrs/() ' Bovk l ttn , 
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