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VISJT TO WA6H 1NGTON QV FIRST AND PEPU'l'Y FIRST MINIS'rf:R, 
SEYJ'EMBP:R 2000 

We agreed in principle when the visit to Washington scheduled for July was cancelled 
that it might be reinstated during Sept.exnber. I have set out below the outline of a 
pro&ramme that might be appropriate, but I have not made any finn ai1angements yet, 
pending comment from your side. 

The availability of the President is the detc:1111ining factor. Senior NSC staff have 
provided the assurance that the White House ''really wants to do this meeting''. With 
caveats about the demands that might be made on the President's time by the l1nfinished 
Middle East process, and by the hoards of fo~ dignitaries who will be attending the 
UN Millennium meetings in New York from 6 September on, Tony Blinken was 
hopeful that he could revert in the next few days with more clarity as to the President's 
being available aro11nd 12th or 13th Sept.eI11bcr. 

The visit will take place at a time when there is no way of predicting what level of 
interest will be shown in Northern Irish affairs by a post-Clinton Administration. The 
platform statement at the Republican convention indicated that a Bush Presidency would 
push for full implementation of Patten. a general review of deportation and extradition 
cases, and the appoint:tnent ''if necessary'' of a special US envoy. The Democrats chose a 
much more restrained approac~ promising only to seek (in very broad terms) 
implementation of the Good Friday Agteement, and the encouragement of new and 
positive political relationships in Northern Ireland. Although platfonn statements are not 
fully binding, they provide a rough guide to the temperature on policy issues, and on this 
reading, a Bush Adminisbation might be more actively engaged on Northern Ireland than 
one headed by Gore. What seems certain, however, is that neither will be as committed 
as Clinton. Subject to the continued implementation of the Good Friday Ag,cc111.ent, 
Northern Ireland as an issue will not vanish but may well move down the radar screen. 

This analysis suggests that the objectives of the proposed visit by the First 
Minister/Deputy First Minister should be -
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to provide a positive demons!Tation of the fact that the Northern Ireland Government 
established under the Good Friday Agreement is up and running, and is intent on 
developing a new US agenda; 

• to acknowledge the role played by President Clinton and members of his 
Administration in helping to achieve and underpin that Agreement; 

• to demonstrate a desire to develop a positive functional relationship with the Federal 
government syFtem in Wasbingt.o~ on a basis that can be built upon) irrespective of 
the complexion of the next Administration. 

The Admmistratjon 

The suggested programme of calls on the Administration tries to Wee account of the 
uncertitintics of succession. If Gore wins, the probability is that at least some of the 
senior political apj)Ointees in Goveriiment .. _._-.. ents would be retained in post, and 
would provide continuity at least for part of next year. A Bush victory on the other hand 
would produce a wh('llesaJ.e clearout of exi~na senior personnel in January. In the 
c·...,,,.....~ .. ,, ......u.ces, e.m:ablishing relations with key Departrnimts now will either establish Jinks 
that can be developed under a Gore Administration; or at least (under Bush) establish a 
precedent for Northern Ireland Ministers gaining access to Cabinet members. In either 
event, the calls are worth making, 

We should certainly try for a meeting with State. If future access to the President by NI 
political leaders is reduced from cuuent levels, it seems probable that State will fill the 
gap, It is worthwhile making 9. reasonable effort to get known at this jtu1cture. In the two 
middle Weeks of September, Secrc.tary Albright and her senior officials are engaged 
virtually full time in the UN Millennium 8ummit and General Assembly in New York. 
Madeleine Albright (and jossibly Tom Pickering in Political Affairs) will be fully 
committed through to 16 Sept.ember, but Deputy Secretary Strobe Talbott may be 
available. If he is not, I would not suggest going lower in the pecking order at this 
juncture. 

Beyond that, calls on other parts of the Administration miaht be un<reltakt>.n with a view 
to preparing the ground for follow-up visits by Mmisteriil.l. colleagues. The obvious 
candidates are Education, Labor and Commerce. If at all possible, we will try aroup 
these meetings into a single day of the visit. 

Capitol u;11 

Although ideally the presentational message of the visit should be underscored by the 
First Minister and Deputy First Minister appearina side by side on the Hill, to cover the 
ground with a minim1un of congestion it might be appropriate to think of a core of joint 
FMIDFM Dleetings, backed up by a number of individwtl calls. Meetings with Senators 
Kennedy, Dodd and Leahy are probably essential - they exercise so much influence on 
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Irish American opinion in general (and on the Senate Appropriations Committee that 
otes money for the IntCix,ational Fund for Ireland) that ignoring them would be 
erceived as a snub. Senator M~ i . eloping her personal interest in Northern 

Ireland, and has actually declared '" ~• ... available in principle for a meeting on either 
the 11 th, 12dl or 13th of September. Careful consideration should be given to 
accommodating her. On the House side, a meeting with Representative Jim Walsh could 
be helpful in building a positive relationship with the Appropriations Co,nmjttee, and for 
an exchange of views on the Walsh Visa programme; while Saro Oejdenson is rankina 
me,nber on the House Intet11ational Relations CClrornittee, and is scheduled to take the 
Chair vacated by Ben Oilman at the end of the year. if the Democrats win a majority in 
the House. 

TI,ere are two Congressional groups with whom contact might also be made. An ad hoe 
meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee could be used to attract Senators 
with a broad spectI11ro of views; and in the House, the group that collects informally 
around the • • g/Neal/Crowley axis represents a means of touching base with the 
main Irish American activists. The First Minister might address the first of these groups, 
while the Deputy First Minister took the second. 

There are a number of other individuals with whom personal connections might be 
established in separate meetiJ1gs if time pcnnits - Senator Paul Sarbanes (a former 
Rhodes Scholar and member of the Foreign Relations Committee); Senator Barbara 
Boxer (Foreign Relations and recent visitor to Northern Ireland); Senator Mitch 
McConnell (Appropriations Committee and friend of the IFI); Representatives David 
Obey {Appropriations Committee); Tom Bliley (Chair, Commerce Committee); Doug 
Bcreuter (the member of the Committee on International Relations tipped to take over 
from Ben Oilman if the Republicans retain control of the House); or Nancy Pelosi 
(AppropriatiClns Committee, and interested in developing her knowledge of Northern 
Ireland). 

Media 

In ter111s of media coverage, the main presentational point - for this first visit at least -
will be the two Ministers appearing and speaking in concert. We might think in terms of 
a National Press Club ''Newsmaker'' event; a post-White House press conference; plus a 
speaking cngageinent orgaai!!ed by the Center for National Policy to which press would 
be invited. Meetiugs with editorial boards are probably best avoided unless the two 
Ministers are able to underlak~ them jointly. 

Hospitality 

Asswning a two-night stay, an eveaini reception would be a 11sen.tl way of making 
contact with a range of people the First Minister and Deputy First Minister might wish to 
meet and gzeet. If sufficient notice was given, it would also be possible to arrange a 
business-orientated lunch on one of the days, drawing in local 
entrepreneurs with either an established connection to, or an interest in, Northern Ireland. 
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The attached outline progia.mme is based on the factors outlined in this note, 
Consideration can be given to creating space for downtimefmdividual engagements·once 
the programme's main anchor points have been identified and secured. 

I am ready to discuss any aspect of this note as a matter of urgency. 

Peter Smyth 
Director, Northern I. elanff Bureau 
23rd AUp,t 2000 

' 
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Day l 
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T OUTLINE PRO 

Fly in to Dulles Ailport early evening 
Transfer to Hotel 
Briefing supper 

Day 2 Newsmaker at National Press Club 
Calls on 

State 
NSC (followed by White House 
press conference) 
[Commerce 
Labor 
Education] 

L11nch with local businessmen 
Evening reception 

Day 3 Calls on 
Senators Kennedy & Dodd; Leahy 
[Mikulski] 
Representatives Walsh; Gejdenson 

FM addresses Senate F orcign Relations-based 
group 

DFM addresses House Friends of Ireland-based 
group 

Seo~inar oraanised by Center for National Policy 

Transfer to Dulles 

Fly out early/late evening 
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© PRONI OFMDFM/3/7/17



OFFICE OF THE FIRST MINISTER AND DEPUTY FIRST 
MINISTER 

PS/First Minister 
PS/Deputy First Minister ✓ 
PS/Mr Haughey 
PS/Mr Nesbitt 
PS/Mr Loughran ~ 
Mr McCusker V 
MrWHaire✓ 
Mr J A Canavan 
MrDLavery./ 
lVIr P May✓ 
Mrs Devlin 
l\llrs Flanagan 
Mr McCartney 
Ms McGivern 
lVIs Kenny 
Ms Smith 
lYir Smyth 
lVIr lVlcKervill ~ 
Mr Campbell ✓ 
1\llr Kerr~ 
Dr Gudgin✓-
Mr Barrington✓ 
Mr Larkin ✓ 
Mr Logue✓ 
MrLarmour✓ 
Mr Ross/ 
Mr Pringle V 
Mrs Cosgrove✓ 
Mr Keenan V 
Mjss Morgan v"" 
MC (Ministerial Copy) 

CC LIST 

-
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