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Clare Salters (CPS 30/11)

Secretary of State

NORTHERN IRELAND AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: NIO MEMORANDUM ON
‘RECONCILIATION: WAYS OF DEALING WITH NORTHERN IRELAND’S PAST’

The Northern Ireland Affairs Committee are setting up
a new inquiry into ‘Reconciliation: Ways of Dealing
with Northern Ireland’s Past’ and have requested a
formal memorandum from the Government.

Timing: The memo needs to be with the Committee by 3
December.

Presentational Issues: This continues to be a high-profile subject. You will
want to indicate that you hope to make an
announcement in the New Year which you will be
happy to discuss then, without committing yourself to
this.

Recommendation: That you agree the attached draft memorandum which

officials will then send on to NIAC.

Background

The Northern Ireland Affairs Committee announced on 4 November that it would be
setting up an inquiry into ‘Reconciliation: Ways of Dealing with Northern Ireland’s

Past’. The Rt Hon Michael Mates MP described the purpose of the inquiry as “to

seek out and illuminate ways which have been used to help resolve similar conflicts
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elsewhere, and which could assist the process of healing society in Northern Ireland”.

The Committee intends to run the inquiry from December until February/March 2005

and have asked the Government to submit a formal memorandum to them by 3

December.

0 A draft memorandum is attached. It covers both your work and Angela’s,
though at quite a high level of generality so as not to pre-empt the announcement
which you hope to make in the New Year and which you will be happy to discuss with
the Committee in that event. This is intended to avoid alienating the Committee who
might resent the fact that we had not gone into more detail in our memo if we do
make an announcement in the New Year, but without committing us to a timescale or

detail of the announcement’s substance which will of course be subject to events.

3. In the event that an announcement is made in the New Year, we hope to

ensure that this will precede any appearance you might be called to make before the

Committee to give evidence.

Recommendation

4. You are invited to approve the attached memorandum which will then be sent
on to NIAC for consideration. You will wish to be aware that the language on

shootings by the security forces has yet to be cleared with MOD and may be subject
to slight revision.
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20.0n the one hand, Government has the responsibility for ensuring that an
appropriate mechanism is found for dealing with the past to the satisfaction of all
sections of the community. On the other hand, it recognises that, for some groups,
the Governments’ role in past events is seen as an issue. The Government
recognises the need to reconcile these two conflicting positions and is committed to

finding a solution that is acceptable to as many people as possible, consistent with its

legitimate responsibilities.

Next steps

21.The Government recognises the need both to resolve all these issues
satisfactorily and to do so in a way and at a pace with which all sections of the
community feel comfortable. To date, the Secretary of State’s consultation has been
at an individual level, and in the form of private soundings, but the Government

recognises the need for this to become a much wider exercise if all sections of the

community are to become involved in the debate.

22.The Secretary of State hopes to make an announcement in the New Year on the

Government’s plans for taking forward this work, at which point he will be happy to
discuss these with the Committee in detail.

Northern Ireland Office
3 December 2004
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