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14. The Conference acknowledged that progress had been made in advancing a number of
1ssues contained in the Joint Declaration. For instance, the British Government confirmed that one
of the equality commitments, a review of the operation of the equality duty on public authorities,
will be initiated in the coming weeks. In addition, the Irish Government reported to the

Conference that the European Convention on Human Rights Act came into effect on 1 J anuary
2004.

Recruitment to civil service

o The Irish Government raised concerns relating to the nationality requirements that
restrict recruitment to certain civil service posts within the Northern Ireland Civil Service. The
Conference noted that the current nationality requirements would be considered in the light of the
progress of the Crown Employment (Nationality) Bill 2004, currently before Parliament.

Date of next meeting

16. The Conference agreed to meet again in March.
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