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Report of dialogue meeting in Belfast UnempIOYed Centre 28 Feb 02

> Violence

O

Republicans need to answer the question: how were they cherishing all the
children of the nation equally? My father was seen as a legitimate target.
How does this fit with cherishing people equally? There have been sporadic
statements of regret.

Republicans would say: there were two sets of protagonists in the war. It's
an unfortunate reality of life that people go to war and people get killed.
The victims were victims of failed policies of the past and until we get the
politics right violence will be an option in the future.

A lot of people think that the violence of the past did not satisfy the
criteria for a just war. Was diplomacy exhausted in advance of going to
war? A lot of us would not agree that the violence can be called a war.
People say they are against violence and they condemn paramilitaries, but
in the next breath they support the US attacking terrorists.

But you can’t blame the whole Catholic community for Republican
violence. And remember, the Catholic community has suffered too.

> N. Belfast

b

I campaigned for years for traffic calming measures without success. But

-within three weeks of the schools dispute they started work on them. This

makes people say that violence pays.
Violence does pay: it’s a fact of life. For example delinquents can get

better treatment than other kids.

The hurt people feel over the schools issue makes it really hard to talk.
How much of the Government’s response is real. They put in CCTV at the
top of Alliance. But who has access to the tapes? A lot of the proposals are
pie in the sky. They promised a 40 foot peace wall. -
There’s more fear now.
Protestants think they’re getting a raw deal in N. Belfast. In fact Ardoyne
hauses are older than those in Glenbryn. People are being fed myths. -
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