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SURJ-·"EY OF PUBLIC ATTJTUDE 2002 

11eigl1bourl1ood after dm·l(; compared "\¥ith 26?/o of O'Vl11.er-occt1piers : 111d 24°10 o_r pr1\1atc 
re 1 er,. 

I. ..l1e • 1 est ) O~/o of respo11dents felt safe walking alone in their 11eig 11bourho o Lu· ng tJ e 
day_ co npared ,.vith 69?/a in Belfast. At llig11t time 34~/o il1 tl1e \West =elt safe,, alld11g alone irl 
• 11.eir 11.eigl1l. 011rhood, on1pared ,:vitl1 17% i11 Belfast. 

!lore respondents aged ben¥cen 25 ai1d 34 felt safe dLu:i11g tl1e da)' (::2o/n) tJJan tl1ose a.gee! 6.= 
or over (65°/o). At night tin1e l 8~1o of re~pondent aged 65 or over fe .lt sa·Fe ;-ra.llc.~11g a.1011°, ·n 
tl1eiT 11eigl1bourhood~ compareci with 28o/o of 55- to 64-year-old anc 27~-,10 of 25- t ') : 4-yea. ·­
c.1l ds . 

9. ~ommunity Relations 

0. 

Respondents \-Vere asl .. cd l1ow concerned tbe1r vvere abol1t co111m1..mit:, relatio11s, botl1 i 1 t]1eir 
local area and in orthern Ireland as a \1/l1o]e. Sligh ly n1ore respon,:.ents ere 11c)t \/ ry/11c t 
· all concerne abour conuntmit°J' relat1011_s i11 tl1eir local area (53~1o) U1an tl10.se \ 110 \N . r · 
,,ery-/s1igbtl); concen1ed (46°/~). A l11ttc.l1 l1jgher proportion ere co11:~en1ed aboLtL 0111111u11.· _1 

rela.tions 1.11 01il1ern Irelai1d as ·a \>v'l1ole (82~{)) t11an tlJ.ose wl10 Wt;re 1ot 1er,.1/11oi a- all 
co11cerned ( 1 8 '1/o). 

Conc-l;;rn about con1mLmitJr relatior:1.s in local areas was greater amo11 ~: Ho·using E,-"cCtl ·i ve 
te11~ts (52o/o) and private re11ters (51 %) tl1ai1 OWJJer-occltpiers ( 45o/o:. Tl1ere 'vV" s _0111e 

var.' atio1.1 l"1;l II011sing ExecuTive i\.rea.~ ,:s?itl1 the lughest proportion of all reSJJ011de11ts LI 
Belfast (51 :/a) c.U1d -t11e lovvest in DJe ,_outl1 (38~1o) being concerned at 1)Ltl co111111Lu1it_ 1 r laL1 )ls 

·11 d1-ir art:a. VaiiatioJl b)' age ofrespo11dentranged from tb.ose betv ,•ee-11 16 a11 1 ~ (_, .)o/o) to 

thos· aged betwee11 25 ar1d 34, and 65 or over (41 ~/~) vvho were COll.C.:'~med aboul --·01 ~-1 Lu1·ty 

_elations in their area. TI1ere v.,1as no variation by religio11 of re5p()n .3nf.. 

ore ovVJJ.er-occupiers were concemed allo Lit coIT1D1unit)' relations il 1 _ ortl1e1-11 lr • SJ1d as :-i 

-hole (84'1/·a) than pri • ate rp::.1ters (77~/21 ::~T'.,d H811.sj1,~g E~~Q~~tti/e ten3:l"ts 173°/o). c . c:ern \· as 
11igl1er i11 Bel.fast (86~1o) .. _ orth East (85~/o) and • outh East (84~o) tha11 in the Soutl1 (78°lo) a11d 

he \A.lest (76~~)- Vari_abon b;' age of respondent ranged from 85°1(1 ortl1ose ~Lged 6: o (11der 
o 79~{, of those age.d l)et :vee11 16 ::u1d 74 \-vl10 were coJ1cen1ed abo1.11 ,.,onmituut _ _; rclati r s ir1 
o.rt11e . Irela11d as a wl1ole. TI1ere was li'lile difference i11 le·,./els of ::oncer11 b-=- iVeer1 

Prote,·Lai1ts (83~/o) ar1d Catholics (8lo/o). 

PP~r~o~b>lleem.rru~r.· intn-i:Lno~~;:;i~tl-l.l--1-,t\~r~e~· a~-----------~------__.__•_--~--------

espond.ents ,i\1crc aslced if tl1ey th0Ltgl1t tl1e fallowing iss·ucs ,~ere a. ;,ro bie111 j_r:l th • I o a I 
area: s~ctariarvnon-sectariaJ.1 graffiti, sectarian/non-sectarian. rnuraJs, parainilitru-_/ 
11ags/e1nble111s~ boJ1fires, cri111inal damage to homes/public builcli11g.'.:: m1 :l l1arass111 nt o -
etl111i ·, 1ninorities. 

lss11cs con idcrcd a n13:ior/1T1.inor problen1 bj' co11siderable proportior _:, of res1Joudents 
i11cluded param.ilitary flags or emblem (21 ~1o/20%), sectarian graffit i. (18~1u/~7~'n) ·rin1i 1~1. 

ai1.J.age to l101nes (17°/4/263/o_) a11d to publi bui1din.gs (] 7~"o/2 %) a.i1~ l non-sectaria gra.±IJ.tj 
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(7~10/27%). Other issues ,e.re considered a major/mi11or problem b ~-small r JJroµortio11~ ( )'{° 

rcspo11dent.:-, including sectaria11 inurals (14%/15~'b), bo11frres (1 O~lo 'l6S1~) l1a1·assmc11t oJ· 
etl1nlc minoritjes (7%/10'1/o) and 11011-sectarian murals (2~/o/ 12~10). 

Proportionatel'1 111ore I-Iousin~ Exccuri,,e, 1ena:r1ts tl1ought cri111.u1aJ 3l11agc to pu11 • i ,. l1 1ildi1 gs 
@1d to 11.omes were n1~L·or problems (28'1/a and .::..7~/o respe ti\rel~) tl1() 0\,111 r oc" 'il:, -t-rs ~- :, ~/;. 

fur botl1) aT:i.d pri,ratc· re11to.rs (19~·1, mid 23 ~lo respecti 1ely).. Si111ilarl: 1 _ se taria_1 ~raffi ~ was 
.., r1si ered to be a n1ajor pro ble111 l1)1 1nore I-1ousing E., ·ect1ti,rc: te11c:u tts (25 °Ai) th.a1 \1'i1 er 
occl1picr_ (173/n) and pri·~"ate renters (18%). 

Mai1y issu s ,;i;lcre co11.s.i dered a major problen1 by more res11ondent~ lj,,i11.g i11 th B,.,,J-Last are:::t 
L11.aJ.1 elsewhere. For exa1nple;; paramilitary flags/emble1ris in ]oca.1 ~ reas '--Vere a rnaj or 

--iroblern for 29~,1o of Belfast respo11dents compared witl126C}a i11 the orth Ras·:: 23~/<) ·,1 11"'" 

.• o tl1 East; 16~1~ in · West and 13~o u1 the South. Crim1nal dama~~e 10 public b ildi .. gs 
, r•~s also considered a. major pro len1 b.., 11i,ore respondent in Belfa~· (28~/a) tl1an else·wl1er 0 

(?2~1o i11 the ~ outh Ea.st:: 14~/ci 111 tb.e ortl1 East and 12~/o i11 botl1 So1 :J1 a11d \\le-t). 

ariatio11 betwee11 tl1e tvlo 1nain religions was slight. There was s0111e differe11c.e of opinic) J 

regardi11g scc"CariaJ.1 rnl1rals a11d ·bonfues: 15~-~ of Protestants ai1d 12 :1~ of Catl:io ic tho 1gl1-
sectari- 111urals '"'ere a 111ajor problem in tl1cir area; 17% of Prates .3.11ts m.1d 14~/i.i o·F 
Catl1oli s 011sidered thern a Tninor problem. Bonfires were co11sidEred a n,aj C.)r p b 1.-~ by 
8~11

~ of Protestants a11d l l % of Catholics, ru1d a 111inoT proble.1n b_, 1 E ~/o of Pr tes ,a .. s and 
1 ~ cy; of Catholics. 

ReSJ)01, cients v1/erc presented \\1i tli. a list of statements fillU ask<.::u ho rr1uch t··1e y 2tgfc--:~ • r 

clisagi-eed vv1tl1 eac . Most respo11dents (90,o/o) agreed that tl1e 1-lous· Jlg E_.:c"uti \1 C. shOLL1d 
e ict 1enai1ts wl10 repeatedly carry~ Oltt ai1 .. ·-soci a] acts_ Tl1ere was li :tle dif{ere.t1·.:e o :~ o IJ • "_io ,~ 
across the tlu.-ee te11Lrre groups (90~~ of o,mier occupiArsj 88~~ of Hc1 .tsi11g E)·ecutive te11a11t.S 

ai1c.1 87°/'o of pri rate rtint -.rs) and . t, ee11 the two 111ain religio11s (91 < ,~ of Pro1esL,:t11ts a11 :l 8 7~-~ 
t • Ca Ll1 o 1 i c s) .. , 

--------------------~--------------------'\ 
_ - lli 0 :11 pro11ortio11 of res·1)ondents (81 %) agreed that the I-lousing Ex::ct1ti,,e sl1oul ·c1110 ve. 
sectariai1111Ltrals fro1n its properties. 1ore ovvner occu.piers held. tlu~ ,riev (84~/o) 1l1an. 

Housi11g Executive enants (6SY~~) a11d private renters (71 %). ·Slig tJ:, more C-tl10 ics ( 4~·~) 
tl1ar1 Prot£-stai1ts (7 9~,~) a _greed tl1at tl1c Housin °· Executiv . B.'r • A .rt ttals. 

011e-tlli1-d of al] respond.e11ts (3: 0/o) agreed t11at the I lousing Executi, 1e sl1oulcl be co cc:::-nc '"l 
only,, ith the pro risio11 of decent l1ousi11g. Mor Hot1sing Exect1tive te11;:.u1ts agreed w·t tllis 
stateJ11e11 (42~/o) than p1i • ·ate re11lers '36~~) and o,7v11er occupiers ('31 ,~,.o). It follo\~is tl1a 111ore 

~1 a.r:i )1alf of t)wn.er-occupiers (523/o) a11d 47':t~1 of pri,rate renters disaf .~eed. co1npared ,,,-it_ 
-; 8~/~ oi' Hot1sing E./·ecuti,,e tcnan1s. A hjgl1er proportion of Protesta :.ts (_-; 7~10) than Ca1l1olics 
(J 0°/o) 111.0 u.gl1 t tl1e I-lousing Executive sl10 Ltld be concerned only Vv-it: • tl1e provisio11 of decc11T 
11011S. 11 cr 
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~ ·-----------------~---------------------------.1.1. 1.nteo-rated 1:.Iou ino· e, 

A1nost two-thirds (6.:i%,) of respondents thought it should be Haus .ng E,·ecutive polic,1 lo 

promote a reJigiou.s IDL'C in its estates. There was little difference o :· opini(Jn betvleen 
Protesta_'tlts (64~1o) ai1cl Catl1olics (63 <}~). Ho :vever there ,;vas consi1 eral)le vc1riatio11 across 
areas: 72°/o iJ1 tl1e ortl1 East, 71 % in tl1e West, 62~1~ in the Sol1tl1~ :·g~ ... ; i11 t11e ""o 1t Er-s c.\11t 

.- ~/o in Be fast_ Ft 1ermore~ lder respond-nts w re lnore in .line,:. to l1old tl1 • .s rie- thai1 
_·1otu1ger res1Jonde11ls; 3 ~,,~ of those aged 55 or olc1cr tl1o·ught tl1e H ~)usi11g Exec1.1ti ,; ·"'110 LL · 

prorno~ce a religious mix; co1npared with -s~-'o of tho e aged ben:vee. ··: 2.: and 34 arld 5 '1/o t· 
16- 1:0 24- ear-o]ds. 

Respondents were as]-ed to describe the religious mix of their area. Three-fifths (60%) said 
tl1ey li,red LD. a rni~ed religion area and vvished to con1i11·ue doing so Tl1is a1Jplie ➔ _o n1t)re 

owner-occupiers (6-o/~) than pri ate re1.1ters (56%) and Hot1sing Ex :cutj ·e te 1ru1 s (J_:i°'1·'a)~ 
tl1e proportions of Ca ·l olics a 1cl Protestants differed only ligb J _ • (1: O~/ : .: 0/1,). -i o . ;ever. 
1ari ation across area~·- ;va consicler ble : onl - one-tllircl oftl1ose i11 :3elf.ast (_~ : ~1\1 \ere ·i,ri ·10. 

., . '-

in ·= 11~_."ed reljgjo11 arc ai11 \".11sl1ed o co11tin11e doing so, cornparcc: to 62~/o u tl1- , L ,.J1 

East, 64% in the Louth, 65% in the \1/est and 72%, in the orth Eas Fewer responder ~s 
ag d bel\ivee1116 and 24 (54~ .. ~) and bernreen 25 mJd 34 (53~~) said 1f1ey lived i11 a mi -ed 
religion ar1::a mid ·wished to continue doing so compared wi1h 66~/o :1f 4 5- to 54-year-olds and 
65~1~ of those aged l1etwee11 55 and 64. 

A ·olmd one-sbj:}1 of respondents ( 16%) lived in a Protestant area ar :1 vvisl1ed to n. 111u 

doilJg so (29?.1~ of.Housin.g Executive tenants 15o/~ of private renter:: and 14~";) ·f O'-,vner­

occL1piers). Arou11d 011e in j O respondc..nts (11 °io) li,red in a Catholi( : ar >a filld 1Aris11ed Lo 
continµe doing so (23 ~'o of Housing Exect1tive te11ants, 11 ~1~ of pri\ .. ,~ e rent rs ru1d 9~·'o c1f 
o,~il1er-occup1 ers ). 

a b 1t ,vou ..:i Dre fer 
.L 

A s1TJ al] proportion of respol1dents (7%) said tl1ey lived in a Protestc :.1t ar 

.o liv~ in a Catl1olic area ( l 0'1o of private renter$., 8¾, of JTot1sing Ex ,~cutj 
r Ov\'Iler-occLLpiers). F evvcr respc11.der1ts (3 ~lo) sa:d tl1e ./ li"' '~d iTI a C 1tl101.· are2. · ut 'l}/O cl 

prefer 10 live i11 a Prot stai1t area (.6~10 of private renters _ 5~/o o·r· Hou, ·ng E.~ec1.J1:· \,.- t t 1 ai1t~ 
a:1d .J c~/ of· c)w1.1er-occt1piers). 

·e t. 11ai1 s an • 7 ~/o 

-----------------------------------·----- --
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