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TACKLING INTERFACE VIOLENCE: THIRD ROUNDTABLE

Des Browne chaired the third Interface Initiative Assembly Party roundtable on 14
November at 14.00. Present were Fred Cobain and Mark Neale for the UUP, Gerry
Kelly and Joe O’Donnell for SF, Alex Attwood for the SDLP, Billy Hutchinson and
Wilson McArthur for the PUP, Monica McWilliams and Rachel Stewart for the NIWC
and John Cobain and Tom Sheridan for the UKUP. (Marjorie Hawkins of Alliance
showed up at the office at 16.00 having got the time of the meeting wrong.) You, Chris
Maccabe, Mary Madden, Chris Stewart and I attended.

Summary

The meeting was not quite what the Minister hoped. The parties were not yet
ready to sign up to the NICICTU mobile phone network. Further information and a
further meeting required before that can happen. The capacity building money
was welcomed. Gerry Kelly has some reservations about CAG but otherwise it was
well received

Detail

2. Des Browne opened by noting that the suspension of devolution now meant that

he was in possession of the type of information on actions in departments that he had

previously asked the MLAs to research.

o On the mobile phone network, he noted that the NICICTU project was at an
advanced stage and, subject to some operational details, he had in principle approved

funding for a year. He opened the floor for questions.

4. Fred Cobain stated that he had not been contacted by NICICTU and that he had some

questions on the detail of the project. Monica McWilliams said the same and was concerned

that it should not impact adversely on existing networks, she cited Springfield Road in

particular. Gerry Kelly noted that he understood NICICTU had made contact with all the
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12. Des Browne noted that he wanted to move forward quickly on CAG and was not

planning to make a big splash. He emphasised that the outcomes from CAG initiatives
would be inclusive. The intent with the policy would be to emphasise that government
would reward and support good behaviour in communities, not simply weigh-in in
response to violence — HMG wanted to build communities, not just turn up with cash

when they were burning down.

13. Monica McWilliams said go for it, there was nothing to loose and it was a positive

step. Gerry Kelly wanted to bring some of the proposed measures back to his party

before commenting further. He had some reservations and asked for a paper in advance

of the next roundtable. Alex Attwood agreed a paper would be helpful. John Cobain was

happy with CAG and said it was what he had wanted to happen much earlier. Des

Browne agreed to provide a paper for the next meeting.
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JOHN BALL
Private Secretary
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Secretary of State (B&L) - O
Jane Kennedy (B&L) - O
PS/Des Browne (B&L) - O

Joe Pilling — (B&L) - O

Nigel Hamilton, HOCS -E

Will Haire, OFMDFM -E
Jonathan Phillips - O

David Watkins - O

David Cooke - O

Stephen Grimason, OFMDFM - E
Robert Hannigan - O

Stephen Leach - O

Chris Maccabe - O

Margaret O’Mara - O

Anita Bharucha - O

Robert Crawford - O

Rosalie Flanagan, OFMDFM - E
Edgar Jardine, OFMDFM - E
Dennis Godfrey - O

Ken Lindsay - O

Mary Madden - O

Robin Masefield - O

Denis McCartney, OFMDFM - E
Mark McGuckin - O

John McKervill, OFMDFM - E
Chris Stewart, OFMDFM - E
Mary Butcher - O

Alan Smyth - O

Owen Smith - O
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