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Confidential 14/03/03

People may be misunderstood. But that was Jesus' lot also. Success in Jesus' view appeared

to be less to do with increasing numbers and fortunes and more connected with the substance
of redeeming and healing the world. If the church is not willing to lead by example in this area,
then it has probably ceded its authority to a business model rather than the ministry of the
suffering servant. And there is much in this report that should affirm and encourage the steps
the SEP and the church are continuing to take in this direction.

It is appropriate that the last word be reserved for a member of the Church of Ireland:

| know people in all faith and honesty are doing their best...| would go back many years...but it
took so long for us to walk over and shake the other person’s hand, and in the same way that's
where we're struggling through times when we should be twenty steps on rather than where
we are at the moment. And again, to be making peace, but peace on our terms, or peace with
our flock in mind isn't necessarily peace, and it mightn't even be the right starting point. Making
peace looks at the rightness of the situation, not trying to support our own church or our own
group. And if we have to make hard decisions and we lose what we call support because of
them, well that's fine. That's my view, anyway. So maybe...this [is] the first step in that. -
Anonymous respondent
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