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| know people in all faith and honesty are doing their best...| would go
back many years...it took so long for us to walk over and shake the other
person’s hand, and in the same way that's where we're struggling through
times [today] when we should be twenty steps on rather than where we
are at the moment. And again, to be making peace, but peace on our
terms, or peace with our flock in mind isn't necessarily peace, and it
mightn't even be the right starting point. Making peace looks at the
rightness of the situation, not trying to support our own church or our own
group. And if we have to make hard decisions and we lose what we call
support because of them, well that's fine. That's my view, anyway. So
maybe...this [is] the first step in that. - Rector, Summer 2002

| want to see a return to the hard gospel. This is the solution to the
problem of sectarianism. The hard gospel is...that you love God and love

your neighbour as yourself. End of story. - Retired rector, Summer
2002

? © The General Synod of the Church of Ireland




Confidential 14/03/03

CONTENTS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 5
INTRODUCTION 13
METHODOLOGY 15
RESPONDENTS BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 21
RESEARCH FINDINGS 21
SECTION ONE

1: HOPES FOR THE PROCESS 28
2: DEFINING SECTARIANISM 31

3: CHURCH OF IRELAND IDENTITY 37

4: CHURCH GOVERNMENT AND STRUCTURE

GENERAL SYNOD AND PUBLIC LEADERSHIP 46
5: NORTH-SOUTH DIFFERENCE 99
6: ETHNIC DIFFERENCE AND ASYLUM SEEKERS 60
7: POLITICAL DIFFERENCE 68
8: THEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCE 73
9: RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER CHURCHES AND INTER-CHURCH

ACTIVITY 78
10: WORLD RELIGIONS 94

11: PEACE/ADDRESSING SECTARIANISM INITIATIVES: PRIORITIES,
ATTITUDES, EXPERIENCES | 100

© The General Synod of the Church of Ireland 3

|
|
|




Confidential 14/03/03

12: STRATEGY FOR THE SECTARIANISM EDUCATION PROJECT 139

13: CHALLENGES FOR THE SECTARIANISM EDUCATION PROJECT 142

14: THE LOYAL ORDERS AND DRUMCREE 146
SECTION TWO

15: WELCOMING/INVOLVING NEW MEMBERS AND BOUNDARIES
BETWEEN BELIEVERS AND NON-BELIEVERS 149
16: GENDER DIFFERENCES AND SEXUALITY 153
17: YOUNG PEOPLE 161
18: OLDER PEOPLE 166
19: RESPONDING TO SOCIETY IN GENERAL 169
20: TRAINING/RESOURCING OF CLERGY 17
21: ISSUES OUTSIDE THE REMIT OF THE SECTARIANISM EDUCATION
PROJECT 176
CONCLUSION 177
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 179

4 © The General Synod of the Church of Ireland

i




© PRONI| OFMDFM/3/2/187



© PRONI| OFMDFM/3/2/187



© PRONI| OFMDFM/3/2/187



© PRONI| OFMDFM/3/2/187



© PRONI| OFMDFM/3/2/187



Confidential 14/03/03

The time pressures of parish life may inhibit the development of the SEP.

The temptation exists to seek an immediate solution, which may, conversely, create more

challenges.

The Loyal Orders And Drumcree

The Drumcree situation is still one of the most controversial issues facing the church, eliciting a
wide range of responses.

Some respondents acknowledge that it may be too easy to propose solutions to a problem at
General Synod without the cost of having to implement them; the General Synod may not be
the appropriate forum to take such decisions. It does not appear, to some, to have the
authority to implement them.

Many respondents would like the SEP to continue to address the relationship between the
church and the Orange Order.

It may be the case that the attempt to resolve Drumcree at the micro-level has inhibited the
process of addressing sectarianism and other forms of difference at both wider and local
levels.

The Church's stance towards the constitutional position of Northern Ireland perhaps needs to

be further clarified; it may be perceived by some that part of the church's role should be to
defend the union of Northern Ireland with Great Britain.

Welcoming/Iinvolving New Members And Boundaries Between

Believers And Non-Believers

10

There is a perception that there are ‘softer’ boundaries in the Church of Ireland between
believers and non-believers than other churches.

There is a challenge to help people to make a transition from being ‘visitors’ to being ‘family".
There is a challenge also to help people to make a transition from nominalism to committed

faith and practice.

There is sometimes no strategic process in place for existing members to weicome new
people, and people are unsure of what will be expected of or offered to new members once
they begin integrating into parish life.

Respondents acknowledge the challenge to evangelism, but there is a wide range of views
regarding this.
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NOTE ON QUOTATIONS
Quotations in this Scoping Study report are made in a personal capacity and do not necessarily

represent the opinions of any official body in the Church of Ireland. Quotations are attributed by role in
the church and diocese. The diocesan attribution has been withheld in a small number of cases

because the quotation may identify others.
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