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Brian Cowan TD 
Minister for Porei.p Affairs 
Iveagb House 
Dublin2 

December 2003 

Dear 

The R.t Hon Paul Murphy MP 
Secretary of State 
Northern Ireland Office 
Castle Buildinp 
Beltast 

Thank you for your letter in which you seek the SDLP'a views on the 
forthcomina review. 

AB you tcnow, the SDLP has beon eager to cocmtinate our position in the 
review with other pro-Agreernent parties, and has had a number of useful 
bilaterals ta this end. Wo want to arranae a further mectin& of all the 
leaders of the pro-Aareemont parties in the first week of January. In 
advance of this, we wish to rcset·ve our position on the details of the 
agenda for the review. We will, however. revert to you without delay on 
this matter in early January .. 

In the interitl\ we would make the followina points regarding the review: 

Nature of tile aevtew 

As the Ap:ement i1Self state&t tho p\lJPOSe of the ioview ia to "review 
and report on lts operation!' It is not a renegotiation of the Agreement 
and the SDI1P wishes to be clear from the outset that we will not 
mlet0tiale the Agreomont Wo also seek a commitnmt from the two 
Governments that th t is their position also, 

Chalrtq 

The Oood Friday A,reement is clear that the "two Governments and the 
parties will convene conference". Accordina).y, it is appropriate for the 
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two Govemmonts to chair the review. We do not believe that it would be 
appropriate to bring in an intet:national fig1U'e to chair the discussions. 

Duration 

Tho SDLP -as• with the two Oovettnnents that the review should be 
''short. sharp and focussed'' and trusts that the Oovemmonts will ~ 
to this position. Wo believe that the review abould be no more than b'eo 
months in duration. 

Freq•ency of tlnp 

The SDLP believes that the Review should be intensive. and suges18 
meetings three times a week. 

Apnda 

As indicated above. we wish to reserve our position on this matter for the 
time bein& aavo to emphasise that the SOLP is fundll!Nlllta!ly opposed to 
any -reneptiation of tho Apeoment. We will revert on this matter 
without delay~ 

Sincerely, 

MARK DURKAN MLA 
SDLPLEADD 

14:33 
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