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number of issues concerning the public administration generally, the Civic
Forum, the Human Rights and Equality Commissions the Police
Ombudsman and a number of government failures to implement the

Agreement properly. These and other matters we can discuss in greater
detail later.

There is, however, one overriding issue, namely, the issue which has
produced the instability in the institutions, the issue which was the direct
cause of all of the suspensions, but which, to our incredulity, is not even
mentioned in your letter. I refer, of course, to the problem of continuing
paramilitary activity and the failure, three and a half years after the due date,
t0 achieve the decommissioning of all paramilitary arms. It is quite
inappropriate to conduct the “nuts and bolts” paragraph 8 review while

ignoring the real problem, and it would be worse to artificially stretch that
review to include that problem alongside a range of comparatively minor

issues, which cannot be tackled in practice until the major issue is resolved.

It is our view therefore that rather than a paragraph 8 review, there should be
a review, analogous to the so-called “Mitchell review” of 199/2000, but
broader based, involving all the parties returned at the election. That review
should be short review and focused on the real issue. If that is sorted out,
then the Assembly can be resumed and a paragraph 8 review held in the
manner and context envisaged by the Agreement.

David Trimble
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