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Feamore. Barnish, Kells, Co Antrim,BT42 3PR
fordd@cix.couk  Tel and Fax 028 2589 8170

Dawe 2 Dec 2003 | - | {% _E.‘:

To Owen Smith * : : o

Re Review Thoughts Sn..l' Yo /
‘ | ' Madda,

Contents:  'This plus five puges | e o

ik 35 b
f—
Owen
Attached is & nonspapur consisting oft

Iu 2 pages sunmary of the Dn&l’wl‘urdwlleview‘

b 3 pages extraot (tom the Alliance Manifesto

1 trust thut these are not contradictory and ars ol use. Matthew Rycroft wld me this afernoon that
Nowning Street would appresiate a copy rom you.

Ny
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CONFIDENTIAL Draft for Council Sept 2003

> Alliance ndvocates that the First Minister, Deputy Firt Minister,” -
Taciseach and Tanaiste make a joint report in both tha Assembly and.- - .

Oircnchtas annually, and be subject to questions from legislators.

» Allinnce would require both the Asscmbly and Oireachtas to establish a
North-South Parliamentary Tier, opon to all parties, with each jurisdiction
sending aa cqual number of participants. |

%

» Allinace believes that there is scope for increasing the number and areas
for formal North-South co-operation through implerhentation bodies.

5 Alliance advocates that a good relations duty should be placed upon all
public bodies, to promote sharing over separation.

» Allinnce believes that the definition of a ceasefire shiould be clearly set out,
based on paragraph 13 of the Joint Declaration, and|eacompass an end to

all parumilitury activity.
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30 Docember 2003

Rt lHon Paul Murphy MpP Mr Brian Cowea TD
Northern Irchand Offioe Department of Forcign A ffairs
Castle Buiklings Iveugh touse

Stormont Estate St Stephen's Green

Belfast B4 3818 Dubkin 2

Ve Seunhan, & Sk

Comprehensive Review of the Agrecmont

the opportunity to diseuss our thoughts with other parties or with cither
l.

Goverament in any detai

Alliance woukd weleome an curly moeting to discuss these proposals, and those of other participants,
either in round bk or bilateral format.
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Rekated to this, the Agenda should be time-bounded, inchuding restrictions on speaking time for
individual participants,

Decision-Making

The “sufficient consensus® mode! from the T'alks is no longer appropriute, This is reinforced by the fact
that the cross~community voting systems in the Assembly are clearly poing to be one of tho key issues
for discussion and refbrm within the Review.

Alliance’s prefercnoe would be fbr decision-making 10 occur on the basis of a weighted majority of
60% ofthosce present and voling,

Delegation kaders should cast all ofthe votes assignod to their party based on the Novembor 2003
Klections,

Agenda

Alliance endorses the view ol the Secrctary of State that the underlying principles und components of
the Agreement are fundamental, and are accordingly not part of this Review.

These principles inchude: human rights, equality of opportunity and equality of citizenship,
entrenchmont of the Principle of Consent, powerssharing devolution, accountable rorth-south
structures, and commitments to democracy and non-violence,

However, within this context, there is scope for changing structures in the light of expericnce. 'This is
consistent with the Agroement™s romit for the Review.

Significunt issues for the Agenda include:

t. Anulysis of situation from cach of the partics
2. Reaffirmation ol'the underlying values of Agreement: Preamble
3. Constitutional Matters (pravtival details, not the underlying settiement, e.g. timing of any
border poll or trigger conditions)
. Pledge of Office/Commitments to Democracy and Non-Violence
. Strand One, in particular
()  Size of Assembly
(h)  Designations and Voting System
(¢)  Lixecutive
(d) Commitices
. Strand Two
. Strand Three
. Human Righix, Equality and Community Relations
. Liconomic and Sucial Issues
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