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It will be interesting to see whether the Directive (especially Article 14) has any
impact on the practice of detention of asylum seekers in HMP Maghaberry.

| am also attaching a copy of an initial analysis by the Home Office. As you will see
this is very rough and ready.

I'd be grateful to have any comments, thoughts and concerns by close of play on 23
January.

I'll be happy to try to answer any questions that you may have if you give me a bell
on (028 90 5)22615

In the meantime, | wish all of you a happy Xmas/Chanukah/Sharaf/Hogmanay - or
whatever other festival you might celebrate.

Ken Fraser

& W

Reception.pdf Reception directive - Home Office note
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2. Unaccompanied minors who make an application for
asylum shall, from the moment they are admitted to the terri-
tory to the moment they are obliged to leave the host Member
State in which the application for asylum was made or is being
examined, be placed:

(a) with adult relatives;
(b) with a foster-family;

(c) in accommodation centres with special provisions for
minors;

(d) in other accommodation suitable for minors.

Member States may place unaccompanied minors aged 16 or
over in accommodation centres for adult asylum seekers.

As far as possible, siblings shall be kept together, taking into
account the best interests of the minor concerned and, in parti-
cular, his or her age and degree of maturity. Changes of resi-
dence of unaccompanied minors shall be limited to a
minimum.

3.  Member States, protecting the unaccompanied minor's
best interests, shall endeavour to trace the members of his or
her family as soon as possible. In cases where there may be a
threat to the life or integrity of the minor or his or her close
relatives, particularly if they have remained in the country of
origin, care must be taken to ensure that the collection, proces-
sing and circulation of information concerning those persons is
undertaken on a confidential basis, so as to avoid jeopardising
their safety.

4. Those working with unaccompanied minors shall have
had or receive appropriate training concerning their needs, and
shall be bound by the confidentiality principle as defined in the
national law, in relation to any information they obtain in the
course of their work.

Article 20
Victims of torture and violence

Member States shall ensure that, if necessary, persons who have
been subjected to torture, rape or other serious acts of violence
receive the necessary treatment of damages caused by the afore-
mentioned acts.

Appeals

1. Member States shall ensure that negative decisions

relating to the granting of benefits under this Directive or deci-

sions taken under Article 7 which individually affect asylum

seekers may be the subject of an appeal within the procedures

laid down in the national law. At least in the last instance the

gossibility of an appeal or a review before a judicial body shall
e granted.

2. Procedures for access to legal assistance in such cases
shall be laid down in national law.

CHAPTER VI

ACTIONS TO IMPROVE THE EFFICIENCY OF THE RECEPTION
SYSTEM

Article 22
Cooperation

Member States shall regularly inform the Commission on the
data concerning the number of persons, broken down by sex
and age, covered by reception conditions and provide full infor-
mation on the type, name and format of the documents
provided for by Article 6.

Article 23
Guidance, monitoring and control system

Member States shall, with due respect to their constitutional
structure, ensure that appropriate guidance, monitoring and
control of the level of reception conditions are established.

Article 24
Staff and resources

1.  Member States shall take appropriate measures to ensure
that authorities and other organisations implementing this
Directive have received the necessary basic training with
respect to the needs of both male and female applicants.

2. Member States shall allocate the necessary resources in
connection with the national provisions enacted to implement
this Directive.

CHAPTER VII

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 25
Reports

By 6 August 2006, the Commission shall report to the
European Parliament and the Council on the application of this
Directive and shall propose any amendments that are neces-

sary.

Member States shall send the Commission all the information
that is appropriate for drawing up the report, including the
statistical data provided for by Article 22 by 6 February 2006.

After presenting the report, the Commission shall report to the
European Parliament and the Council on the application of this
Directive at least every five years.
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Article 26
Transposition

1. Member States shall bring into force the laws, regulations
and administrative provisions necessary to comply with this
Directive by 6 February 2005. They shall forthwith inform the
Commission thereof.

When the Member States adopt these measures, they shall
contain a reference to this Directive or shall be accompanied
by such a reference on the occasion of their official publication.
Member States shall determine how such a reference is to be
made,

2. Member States shall communicate to the Commission the
text of the provisions of national law which they adopt in the
field relating to the enforcement of this Directive.

Article 27
Entry into force
This Directive shall enter into force on the day of its publica-
tion in the Official Journal of the European Union.
Article 28
Addressees

This Directive is addressed to the Member States in accordance
with the Treaty establishing the European Union.

Done at Brussels, 27 January 2003.

For the Council

The President
G. PAPANDREOU
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