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TRANSFORMING LOYALIST COMMUNITIES PROJECT

3l John Spellar was approached some months ago, by a number of

representatives of key loyalist groupings about a project they wanted to take

forward that would seek to look at the issue of transforming loyalist communities.

They presented the attached paper to the Minister as background.

Z. Specifically the groups were looking for assistance in undertaking a piece of

research that would evaluate the work that is already happening in this areq,

aftempt to analyse its impact and possibly identify what could usefully be continued

and replicated. Billy Gamble agreed to take the lead on this and, together with

Mary lemon(NIO) and myself has been meeting with Billy Mitchell (LINC), Tom

Winstone (NI Alternatives), Colin Robinson (The Bridge), Plum Smyth and Tom Roberts

(both EPIC) to discuss what exactly the aims and objectives of such a project might

be and to look at how, if at all, government could help.

3. What has now emerged is a partnership project that will seek to evaluate the

work that has been undertaken by these various organisations and others in this field

and attempt to analyse its impact in terms of its ability to tackle conflict

transformation in loyalist communities. OFM/DFM have made available resources in

the form of various research personnel to help conduct the evaluation. The

community organisations have enlisted the help of a researcher from Queens

University who has some experience in this area, and CFNI have offered the help of
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Stephen Bloomer who will make available the various evaluations and analyses that

have been conducted by them, and by other funders.

4, The researchers are now, as a first step, trying to focus on gathering and
analysing existing evaluations and literature with a view to Identifying the main issues
and gaps. Once this is complete they will be better able to look at the design of the
project. They are trying to acquire material such as evaluations carried out by
funders, previous research exercises and so on. Billy, Mary and myself have agreed
to licise with our own departments with a view to accessing any such literature that

might be available in this area within government.

9 Could | ask you to consider whether or not you have any such information that
you could share with the research team. If so, it would be helpful if you could

forward if, as soon as possible, to Vincent Gribbin at the following address:

Equality Directorate Research Branch
OFMDFM

Room A5.4

Castle Buildings

Stormont

BT4 3SG

Tel: 028 90 523222
Email: vincent.gribbin@ofmdfmni.gov.uk

6. Many thanks for giving this your consideration. | am, of course, happy to

disCuUss.

Angela Clarke
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Conduct 1interviews and select researcher (s) and assistants.

Monitor the research

Receive Interim Updates and Final Report

Publish Report

Lobby for adequate resources to enable recommendations to be
implemented.
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