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12 March 2004

Mr Vincent Gribbin

Equality Directorate Research Branch
OFMDFM

Finally | would like to report that another example of success that could validly be
represented in the report is the lower Shankill Road initiative which resulted in 21
murals and 7,000 metres of kerb stone painting being removed. in fact the
partnership initiative which allowed this work to happen was recently awarded the
Partnership Award at the Tidy Britain National Awards and the comments of its Chief
Executive make it clear that the results of the action can have significant
consequences. He said: “I cannot over emphasise just what an impact the Greater
Shankill clean up has made in Belfast and throughout the UK. This graffiti wasn't
just damaging the environment, it was also a legacy of the past and its removal is a
poignant symbol of hope. What has been achieved has been truly inspirational and
has inspired people looking after neighbourhoods in the UK that are struggling to
come to terms with violent crime, poverty and division. Graffiti and litter may seem
trivial to some but when people work together to make their environment a more
pleasant place to live in, it breaks down barriers and creates a powerful unity”.

This project involves the Council, the Housing Executive, the Roads Service, the
NIO and the community and it may be that it should be cited as an example of good
practice within the report.

| would be most obliged if you could bring my comments regarding paragraph 6.24
to Dr Bryan’s attention and inform me whether he is prepared to amend the present
wording of his report.

ETER McNANEY
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