NORTHERN
IRELAND

HUMAN

RIGHTS R
COMMISSION HUMAN RIGHTS OO ISSI0N

PRE-CONSULTATION PAPER ON

A CHARTER OF RIGHTS
FOR THE
'SLAND OF IRELAND




PRE-CONSULTATION PAPER ON A CHARTER OF RIGHTS
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PART I - THE STATUS OF THIS PAPER

1 This paper is the product of considerable reflection within the Joint Committee of
the two statutory Human Rights Commissions in Northern Ireland and the
Republic of Ireland. It was prepared by a sub-committee of the Joint Committee

and was then approved by the Joint Committee itself (which comprises all

Commissioners on both commissions) on 11 April 2003.

The paper is a pre-consultation paper. This means that it is being issued to a
relatively small number of consultees with a view to getting their opinions on the
proposals it contains. We are asking for these initial views to be sent to us by

Monday 1 September 2003. Once the Joint Committee has considered these

views and, if necessary, adjusted the pre-consultation paper accordingly, a new

version will be issued for broader consultation around the end of 2003.

Responses to this pre-consultation paper should be sent to the offices of either

Human Rights Commission, in Belfast or Dublin. Please write to:

The Chief Executive The Chief Executive Officer

Northern Ireland Human Irish Human Rights Commission

Rights Commission 17-19 Lower Hatch Street

Temple Court Dublin 2
39 North Street ihrce@eircom.net

Belfast BT1 INA
paddy.sloan@nihrc. org
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